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For over 300 years it has been a macabre historical mystery: what 
caused the people of a God-fearing small rural village near the 
Massachusetts coast to turn on their own townsfolk, and why? 
Theories abound, ranging from diverse physical or psychological 
sicknesses to avarice and spite, but to really probe this question, 
we have to delve deep into the unique history of Salem Village 
and its people. Tendrils of the story stretch back centuries, 
taking in such diverse factors as factional dissatisfaction with 
the English Reformation, the delusions of a witchcraft-obsessed 
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colonisation, a heady brew of European and other superstitions, 
anti-authority rebellion, the dysfunctional relationships of 
several generations of a few close-knit families, war, famine, 
pestilence, and death, One cold, hungry winter, these disparate 
elements came together and took root in the jittery, traumatised 
soil of the Salem Village community. What grew from them 
would become an exceptional, twisted hybrid of Puritan ideology, 
Pilgrim experience, and unfettered panic. It would sow the seeds 
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notorious miscarriages of justice: the Salem witch trials. 
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What was it? 


The Salem witch trials were a series 
of prosecutions of suspected witches 
blamed for causing a group of girls to 
sutter fits. Fear spread quickly, leading 
to the arrest and imprisonment of 
about 150 men, women and chi 
Before public opinion turned 
executed. 


The first girls suffering fits were afflicted in 
January 1692, and by March the accusations 
and arrests of the ‘witches’ had begun. The 
first trials and hangings took place in June 
and continued throughout the summer, but 
by the end of the year doubts surfaced about 
the authenticity of the accusations. The final 
prisoners were freed in May 1693. 


= When did it happen? | 


Where did it happen? 


The accusations began in Salem Village, now 

and quickly spread to several other 
communities in Massachusetts - Salem Town, 
Ipswich anc Andover, These were settlements 

s, threatened by attack from 

Native American tribes, suffering from a smallpox 
epidemic and tavaged by disputes and rivalry 
with their neighbours. 
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an egg white into a glass of water to see what shape it 
would take, thinking it would indicate the profession of 
their future husbands. When the egg appeared as a coffin, 
Betty fell into a hysterical fit, which soon spread to others. 
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witchcraft. Many also tried to help themselves by accusing 
others, fuelling more arrests. Interrogators often chose easy 
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Many of the eae had crossed Salem resident Thomas 
Putnam over previous years. This has led to suggestions 
that the trials were abused by him to settle old scores and 
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signed by at least one member of the Futnam family. 
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Five men were among mt 19 who were hanged, while Giles. 
Corey was pressed to death because he refused to enter a 
plea. Heavier and heavier rocks were placed on his chest 
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ae that an Deve PEN witches 
the power to harm others was 
widespread in Puritan New England. 
Much of the proof used was spectral 
evidence, where accusers said they 
nrcleR- Misi) © URO)MON SED ENO) FRIES 

was afflicting them. When spectral 
evidence was deemed inadmissible, 
the trials came to an abrupt end. 
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a a miei ant Miller saw parallels 


between the Salem witch trials and 
life in 1950s America. He wrote The 
Crucible as a critical allegory of 
McCarthyism. He fictionalised 
many aspects of the witch tnials, 
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story between Abigail Williams 
and John Proctor - in real life, she 
was 11 and he was 60. 
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use of spectral evidence. 
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The first victim 

10 June 1692 
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The deadliest day 
22 September 1692 

Eight people are hanged but 
critics of the hysteria are 
becoming more vocal. 


Beginning of the end - 


6 December 1692 

A new court is created to deal 
with witch trials and spectral 
evidence is banned. 
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The real story behind The Crucible 


Fe 
22 SEPTEMBER, 1692 
—7—, i 


O)) he air crackled with tension as the 
( people of Salem, Massachusetts, 
ert ee CORO On cl cee 
i of justice, The eight men and women 
iON lem elena eed ee 





Veedt/ nee lWTcMeCh VCO MOG CIOC CMO OTe VnnT | hte UL an ante 

only made their betrayal sharper. For those eight 
EERO O Meme Ele alice 
Margaret Scott, Mary Eastey, Ann 
Pudeator, Wilmot Redd and 








those who listened before the rope was set about 
itsl ae PVN OLN MIN VIN rem OTOL te ee 
Wie CRC ee Meee eee atm enti 
apts) Fe d=] ee ocr yee ech 
Mercifully, although the gathered group did 
eM Se) Le TM ele) a Cem Ob ROT on 
mle T=AN Cee EBT RLED OTR ee T eM ime loom rome lors a 
EMC TIC@ imeem eter cl iely Mw Wels comna lel 
have been many there that day, 
accuser and accused alike, who 





Samual Wardwell Sr - were all The people wondered how they had come 
guilty of the most hideous were convinced omens 
a caiman fa i ee that the Devil was = =a Pa ny oth . 
era ke ey Pa sca Baas | i | illage in January of tha 
There was no doubt of Koy Sree feat year when 11-year-old Abigail 
their guilt. The cart that eee et ie) MS taken ITE Nonceeleld els mwa] e ra 
preMectea se dstemaenelcsniarse Sse On chy against SO iver lee) es akg ee eel 






IMGT mUTOe Tm OP ena nee 

UMA NAC 
the Devil's work, the people had 
UEC EU ee eee 
SEM MRO OMSL aL DGGT ee males hem PB Le) oie 
earnestly before she was turned off into oblivion, 
FIad MEN ata cee dey eee wee m ia a (Omen eee dere 
she would leave behind caused many tears from 


Nera 


LUA sh cemeiiel conte eis 
OCR eee era 
illness. The girls suffered from fits 
so termble that it made others weep to 





Le Seen eee MNCS Ok ie LL 
Fim eee eM ee eka ete) Kce eee KY * 
breath by and invisible force. As is that were not 
bad enough, they complained of being pinched 


|*/'SALEM WITCH TRIALS 


— A village torn apart 
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and pricked, their bodies pulled and twisted about 
against their will. 

In desperation, the Reverend Samuel Parris, 
Betty's father, sought medical help. Far from 
offering hope, however, the doctor's 
verdict was prave indeed, The 
girls were not stricken by 
any ordinary illness. Their 
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suffering was the work of the 
Devil and his cohorts - they 
had been bewitched. 

While the family reeled 
from this pronouncement, 
two other girls from Salem 
Village, Ann Putnam Junior 
and Elizaheth Hubbard, started 
to display the same symptoms 
as their friends. As local residents 
debated this alarming development, 
neighbour Mary Sibley took matters into her own 
hands. She instructed Tituba, one of the Farris’s 
slaves, to prepare a ‘witch cake’. Rye and the urine 
of the afflicted girls was mixed together and 
baked: the ‘cake’ was then fed to the family dog, 
which was carefully watched for signs that would 


undeniably confirm the cause of the girls’ suffering. 


Carried out no doubt in good faith, Tituba would 
come to regret het part in the matter, as once the 
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cake was consumed, the girls cried out that Tituba 
herself had been the one to bewitch them. 
When Reverend Parris discovered what had been 
done, he was horrified: counter-magic such as this 
was no better than the very evil they were 
trying to battle, and to make matters 
worse, the finger had been pointed 
at his own servant. When 
queshoned, Tituba denied 
being a witch or harming the 
girls, but it was too late. The 
girls continued to insist that 
she was responsible, and also 
hamed Salem women Sarah 
Good and Sarah Osborne as 
Tituba's accomplices. 
After being formally complained 
against, the three women were 
examined by John Hathorne in the local 
meetinghouse - the largest building in Salern 
Village. The room was packed as neighbours came 
to hear what the witches would say. The women 
were by tums frightened, eloquent and defiant. 
Sarah Good had done nothing, she said, but the 
blame could be placed firmly at Sarah Osborne's 
door. Osborne likewise denied her guilt, pointing 
out that she was not to blarne if the Devil chose to 
use a spirit in her image to do his mischief. Then 


Tick the boxes that apply to you - if 
you mark three or more, it’s very 
likely that you're under Satan's spell 
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Here are some of the top 
theories put forward to explain 
the outbreak of accusations 


Hand of God 

The people of Salem believed that the trials were 
punishment for not following the will of God. They had 
sinned, and because of their “inordinate love of the 
world”, God had let the Devil trick them into accusing 
and executing their neighbours. 


Fraud 


4, popular and early theory, the girls were, quite simply, 


faking it. They wanted attention and saw their “fits” 
and other torments a8 a way to get this, bringing them 
the status that they craved. 


Acid trip 
It has Deen suppested that the symptoms displayed 


by the girls were actually caused by ergotism or rye 
poisoning. The afflicted villagers had eaten bread 


made from the infected rye, leading to the alarming fits 


and convulsions. 


















Indian scare 

The Second Indian War overlapped with the Salem 
trials and the fear of the witch within may have 
stemmed from fear of Indian attack on the frontiers, 
Several of the girls who made accusations at Salem 
were refugees from areas affected by the fighting, 


Hysteria 
The girls may have been genuinely experiencing 

a: suffering hormonal and biological changes 
due to their age and living through a time of preat 
upheaval, their fits were an involuntary display of the 
stresses placed upon their minds and bodies. 


Biological pathogen 

lliness of a physical kind may have been responsible 
after all. It ha: in highlighted that the animals 

of Salem likewise experienced the same bizarre 
symptoms as the girls, and that these fitted with those 
of epidemic encephalitis. 


Misogyny and repression 
Women with contral of property considered beyond 
the norm were over-represented in those accused and 
executed at Salem. These “independent” women 
were seen as a threat to the established 
Puritan patriarchy and therefore 
needed to be removed 
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in an effort to force 
him to plead, but 
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girls through malefic magic. protested display of their sufferings, fell 


She had not wanted to harm 
the girls, Tituba insisted to the 
AM te OO TE RO nee Pe ee 
been only at the behest of Sarah Good and Sarah 
Osborne that she had done so. She described 
ee) eed ee La 
associates used to do their terrible deeds. Sarah 
Good had a yellow bird that sucked her between 
her fingers, and Sarah Osborne had two spirit 
helpers - one a strange hairy creature, and the 





silent as Tituba spoke. It was a 
brief respite, however, and they began 
to suffer afresh as she finished. This was, 
Tituba announced, Sarah Good's fault, and the 
wailing girls agreed. The session descended into 
chaos, leaving the good people of Salem with 
ONC Co Mel ae lee] E Me oy de) md bmn nee 
Oem deem end mel ae One stele wep siete RCM Ca) 
SIG LOOT CeCe eT eam aa TCO OMA emer Tata 
Coe eTA UNO L UNNI LO MOO Mee wre ee EGE e! 
eC ROH anh MOP Le cartel eee MCN MOON iee) 8 
daughter of Sarah Good) and the elderly Rebecca 
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book with her own blood, and that she had seen 
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there too. Throughout March and April, the 
terrified community turned on itself - accusations 
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the newly appointed governor of Massachusetts. 
Arriving on 14 May, he found to his horror the 
province in utter chaos, with no less than 38 
people imprisoned on suspicion of witchcraft. 


With his reputation and job on the line, Phips 
wasted no time in establishing a court of Oyer 
and Terminer - meaning to hear and determine 
- with nine judges appointed to hear proceedings 
against the accused, The news must have filled the 
people of Salem with satisfaction and relief: the 
troublemakers would now get what they deserved. 
Far from lessening, however, accusations continued 
apace and further arrests were made. By the time 
the court finally convened just over two weeks later 
on 2 June in Salem Town, there were 62 people 
held in custody 

Bridget Bishop was the first to come before the 
judges. Like any prisoner of the time, she was 
already at a disadvantage: conviction was the 
outcome more often than not once a case reached 
trial. But Bridget Bishop had more reason than 
most to fear this particular court. This was not 
the first time the three-times-married woman had 
been accused of witchcraft. Her second husband, 
Thomas Oliver, had accused her when he was alive, 
and there was talk by some that she had murdered 
at least one husband by witchcraft. Although she 
had once escaped the noose, the evidence given 
by the girls of Salem against Bridget was damning 
indeed. She had come to them in ghostly form, 





ees 


Baas 


Saat 
Bs 


Reverend George Burroughs 
Acie tee vem 
the evidence of feats of strength | 


hl 


a 


or 

= 

——e 
i iy 





SALEM WITCH TRIALS] “* 





DID RIVALRY 
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OLD AND 
NEW SET THE 
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traditional values - and Salem Town, 
where a new, entrepreneurial class 
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between the less well-off traditional 
farmers on the one hand and the 
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the trials a result of the beleaguered 
traditionalists striking back against the 
encroachment of capitalism? 
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they said, tormenting them physically with pinches 
and prods, even threatening to drown one of the 
Abi cM UNC esd Cm] TEA 
PU ee heel eee IL 

In front of the packed room, people witnessed 
with their own eyes Bishop's guilt. If the accused 
a SOTO MeN Ce NM Meir | oleae Tm e eee MnO eae Col 
TOLCOM Cee DU Tatas eee IMS TNN Me) ice wt Wie ce) eet ce 
Caeser ele ewt ome ee mAh 
Bishop's spectral form had torn her coat - and 
when the coat was examined, there was indeed a 
tear just as stated. In her defence, Bishop swore she 
ete Bateau mee y est Melle) mies ace gee 
she was innocent, but to no avail. The indictments 
against her were upheld and she was found guilty, 
going to the gallows on 10 June as the Salem 
ae E Meee eee Come ae 

There was a temporary lull in the madness then 
as the court adjourned to seek advice from the : ae 

: oe | Giles Corey refused 

area's most prominent ministers. Cotton Mather, Pee re 
CURIE Skee em ecm LOP NOL om eect ky SUE Se 
of Salem, wrote the collective response. It at first 
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and exquisite caution" should be taken where me PePe ea MET Ce MN seal ce NTH a vim ene je ct hel ela reconvened at the end of June. The judges were - 
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actually playing tricks and making fools of them detalii MO) FN LO) Ae )U Mee Qe) cel Tet MOM Oi em Olli a Male)) Sarah Good, Elizabeth Howe, Susannah Martin, ® 
all, especially if the person accused was of formerly = given in the laws of God, and then wholesome Sarah Wildes and the elderly Rebecca Nurse were : 
good reputation, This urge to caution was almost SIMUL CocMe) Mb om NIMES O LS OPO) (icone brought to trial and, declared guilty, hanged just 
INST) MN ree ee TOA) LU ee dee TO of witchcrafts.” under three weeks later. Six more were found 

closing points of the letter. The afflictions suffered With this endorsement, and despite the guilty and sentenced to the same fate on 5 August: 
oy ae Ce eee Neat Re resignation of Nathaniel only one, Elizabeth Proctor, escaped the noose on 


certain, deplorable and must be stopped at all costs: Saltonstall from the 19th - her execution was postponed because 
she was pregnant. Like those that had gone before 
them, their bodies were buried between the rocks: 
SHAME TITHLUONT CaM leet mel Genii oem Onell 
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dismissed as a trick of irr auras 


It must have seemed to the people of Salem 
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root out the Devil's evil, more and more witches 
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Events moved with startling speed during the Salem trials 
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a ee rd Accused by the girls, More Salem residents 
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men were hung during 
the trials 


May 

George Burroughs is 
arrested and Sarah 
Osborne dies in prison. 
The newly arrived 
Governor William 

Phips orders a court of 
Oyer and Terminer to 

be established to try 
accusations of witchcraft. 


June 

The court of Oyer and 
Terminer convenes 
for the first time, with 


Bridget Bishop the first 


accused of witchcraft 
to be seen before the 
judges. Found guilty at 
trial, she is hanged ina 
public execution. 


July 

Sarah Good, Elizabeth 
Howe, Susannah 
Martin, Sarah Wildes 
and 71-year-old 
Rebecca Nurse are 
executed by hanging 
at Gallows Hill after 
being tried and found 
guilty of witcheraft. 
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August 

Six more Salem 

Village residents are 
condemned to hang as 
the young girls continue 
to suffer, Five die on 
the gallows, however, 
Elizabeth Proctor 
escapes the noose due 
to pregnancy. 
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Spotting a witch could be 
tricky: luckily, the following 
tests could help decide ifa 
suspect was innocent or guilty 


Spectral evidence 
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Witch’s touch 
P One of the simplest but most dramatic of tests to 
witness: the acoused party was invited to touch the 
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Witch’s teats 


oy Searching a witch's body could reveal teats from 
UR LMM Ree cme eel mel oe ee || 
himself. These were often in “hidden” places, such as 
the armpit, under the breasts or in between the legs. 


Witch cake 


eof rye mixed with urine, the ‘cake’ was baked 
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September 

More executions take 
place. Giles Corey is 
pressed to death after 
refusing to plea either 
guilty or innocent, 
Towards the end of 

the month, the last 
executions take place in 
front of the townsfolk. 


ence eR eos 


January - May 1693 
The new Superior Court 
of Judicature convenes 
to try those who remain 
in the prisons, Charges 
are dismissed or the 
accused found not guilty 
in all but five cases, 
which are pardaned by 
the governor. 
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THE TRIALS IN NUMBERS 
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SL of the accused were women 


Martha Corey was 
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were uncovered to take their places. Things were 
no better as September came round. 18 more 
witches were indicted with nine found guilty and 
sentenced to hang on the 17th of that month. One 
of those tried, however, 81-year-old Giles Corey, 
Tefused to plead either guilty or not guilty to the 
charges brought against him. He had been accused 
by the girls back in April, and had languished in 
prison ever since, awaiting trial. Although many 
came forward to give evidence against him, no 
words could convince the man to submit a plea 


death by the process of peine forte et dure - hard 
punishment - where the condemned endured 
heavy stones placed upon his chest until they 
finally crushed him. Corey remained steadfast in 
his refusal to speak and died two days later without 


confessing to gu 
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It was thus that the people of Salem gathered 
on 22 September to witness what would be the ~~ 
final executions in this sorry tale. Although too 
late to save the eight final victims, as October 
came around, dissenting voices began to grow 
Kotte omme Nate ereM tate -tce-jelec tain temel time =e NTI m ant 
trials, Reverend Increase Mather argued against 
the acceptance of spectral evidence, so popular 
in the Salem trials, in court. Governor Phips, 
eee ee eRe ieee 
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reconsidered matters and in October sent his 
C= ROUEN See a eee enlace) eee em mr] ees 
stopped. While he waited for a reply, further 
arrests were ceased, and the court of Oyer and 
Terminer that had sentenced so many to death 
was dissolved. 
Anew court was convened in January of 1693, 
with William Stoughton, a man who had been 
instrumental in the earlier condemnations, at 
the helm. The task of the new court was clear: to 
ETC (O EMD elastase eee) ee 
prisons as possible. Out of the cases that followed, 
most were found innocent. Three were not MEE rT ie 
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sentenced to follow their predecessors. Vi oS WON 
Fate intervened in the form of Governor Me Si Only dens KC ‘\ 
Phips: WN EReb erie em til whole matter fi : / mouthfuls of bread i a \ 
evident now, he overrode a furious i= ; =i 
Stoughton, pardoning not only the = SORE (o Te = 7 
de CaceM me) ae (GIST eT emo EimeT clam ea ETM ODOT ‘al to dale pressed Giles —_——— a 
rime rece et Bcoeretetce steers Corey in the two days ie nt === |)\\|/|\\| Fer ly eriremen rm 
prisons. And so it was over. The Salem \ ee it took to die |) | (hh = =| })))|\| || ||| ace History mee rcs 
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from the start, was one of the last to be 
elfen b= ONS) en ale Ce) ee) Cod cd 
was no doubt in a sorry state indeed when she 
finally saw the light of day again. Her ultimate 
fate is unknown: her old owner, Reverend Parris, 
lilt sO MOR eV MN mse les Rae iter een Re Cee) emt) 
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community tried to make sense of what had 
happened and rebuild itself. Of those involved, 
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1697, a fast day was held: the apology of Samuel 
eel Vice Cae Mel elite Mec TeleR Melayu melds em Ueto merce 
sat on the jury pleaded for forgiveness. Petitions 
were made across the decades that followed for 
all who had been executed to be pardoned, but 
it was not until 2001, more than 300 years since 
the events took place, that all were at long last 
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lingering spectre of Salem ever be fully exorcised? ; 2 : = —— 
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When the Anglican Church split from Rome, a 
particular sect wanted to create their own society 
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The Father of the Puritan Pilgrims 
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Separating from the rest of the world 
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the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, LUTH 5 Pa challenges the the Church eeacee ts theology 
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revoked by Henry's grandson, Louis, in 1685. 
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PURITANS 


éEnaland’s 
Reformation 


church led to the creation of separatist groups with 
their own unique religious ideas 
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7 ( t the Battle of Bosworth Field on 22 had been in Latin, the lingua franca of scholars), 


August 1485 Henry Tudor, a Welsh the closing of the gap between clergy and laity, and 
(( / upstart distantly related to the the focus of religious life on the written word rather 
: ~ Lancastrian king Henry VI, defeated than the painted, carved or sculpted image. 
— SE. and killed the Yorkist occupant of the Traditional religious observance for most 
throne. No one had any reason to believe this was lay people in the 15th century centred on the 
the last clash in what a later age called The Wars of sacraments and particularly attendance at mass. 
the Roses. Indeed, the new king, Henry VIL, spent This re-enactment of Christ's sacrifice was 


much of his reign fighting off challenges fromrival performed by the officiating priest on behalf of 
claimants, For the next century, his son the congregation, whose involvement 
and grandchildren would be haunted 









was largely passive. Since the liturgy 
was in Latin it is unlikely that 
most parishioners actually 


by the spectre of a premature end 
to their dynasty. There was a 


fundamental insecurity felt, at (i English 2) understood the subtleties 
the very least, by those who i Reformation set the m@ of Christian doctrine. They 
had a stake in the politicallife Sr leta for anew lela foimeey = very rarely heard sermons 
of the nation. But there were F religious intolerance f and most clergy were, in 


other eerie forces at work. fact, ill-equipped to deliver 


that eventually 
fuelled the Salem 


Today we are very aware ol ne wel “a were indifferent to spiritual 


The strongest of those was them. This is not to say 


the communications revolution. that Englishmen as a whole 
commitment. They attended 
confession. They belonged to guilds 


the social changes wrought by 
computer technology. Around the time 


of the Battle of Bosworth the invention of responsible for the maintenance of altars and 
the movable-type printing press made possible chapels. They paid for masses to be said for the 

the mass production of books, which hitherto had repose of their souls and those of their loved ones, 
been labonously hand-written. There were at least If their imagination was stirred it was largely by 
five major aspects of the revolution to which this material objects. Worshippers venerated crucifixes 
led: the rapid spread of information and ideas, the as well as statues of the Virgin Mary and other 


Browing demand for education, the development of saints. They made pilgrimages to shrines where 
vernacular languages (before this almost all books holy relics were housed, such as saints’ bones, 
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PURITANS 


THE MARPRELATE TRACTS 


In the aftermath of the Spanish Armada's defeat, the 
religious debate turned nasty 


In the autumn of 1588 the ragged remnants of Philip 
Te Senne 
home fram their English defeat, via the waters off 
Scotland and Ireland. The English were ecstatic at this 
Picea em dg) ee eee 
Cashing in on this euphoria was an anonymous 
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of the religious establishment, ‘that swinish rabble 
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intolerable withstanders of reformation and enemies 


In the wake of the Spanish 
Annada, several pamphlets 
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establishment emerged 
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fragments of the true cross and other personal 
items related to Christ or other holy figures. They 
sought the intercessions of saints when they were 
sick or in any other adversity. But probably the 
objects that impacted most strongly and frequently 
on worshippers were the painted images with 
which church walls were crowded, Biblical scenes 
were mingled with illustrations of incidents from 
Church history and others whose only origin was 
popular legend. However, the most compelling 
image in most buildings and the one displayed 
most prominently was the ‘doom’, a representation 
of Christ the Judge, receiving some souls into 
heaven and dispatching others to Hell. It would 

be no exaggeration to say that it was concern 

for their ultimate destiny that kept most people 
obedient to the Church. Even so, there is clear 
evidence of anticlericalism and heresy. Scepticism 
and downright hostility extended from alehouse 
mockery to popular literature such as Ship of Fools 


of the gospel, The government tried to sniff out the 
ringleaders and employed popular playwrights to 
respond in kind. But Marprelate’s co-conspirators 
gery e COM Cg em Celgene eee 
place to place. As for the ripostes, they only kept the 
controversy in the public eye. Seven Marprelate Tracts 
were published over the next few months before the 
ieee mee pe em eed 
MLR eee Mee mete) a ire 
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eee al 
within a church’. Many Puritan leaders distanced 
Eee Pe eRe 
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was to leave the country. 
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by the German Sebastian Brant, a best-selling satire 
translated into Enghsh in 1509. Even many bishops 
were angry with the poor quality of the clergy, 
many of whom were ill-educated, incompetent and, 
in some cases, immoral. But none of this struck at 
the doctrinal roots of the Church 

The people who did that were the Lollards. 
The name, of Dutch origin, was used to describe 
people of varied unorthodox views who ‘mumbled’ 
or ‘lolled’ their opinions. They gathered in small, 
scattered communities, mostly in southern 
England. They had two major beliefs in common. 
One was a rejection of transubstantiation - the 
philosophical basis of the mass which claimed 
that, by the act of consecration, a priest actually 
changed bread and wine into the flesh and blood of 
Christ. By claiming that the sacramental elements 
were merely symbolising Christ's presence Lollards 
struck at the ‘magical’ power that separated 
priests from ordinary mortals. The other was their 
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WM Ce Melee eM cermin a 
Archbishop of Canterbury 

and a leader of the English 
Reformation, is executed in 1556 
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commitment to the Enghsh Bible. Back in 1408, 
English Church leaders had banned unauthorised 
translation of the Latin Vulgate into English 
because they feared the spread of the ‘heresies’ 
of John Wycliffe, a l4th-century Oxford don who 
had challenged aspects of Catholic teaching, 
claiming biblical support, and had set in hand 
an English version of the Vulgate. Over the next 
century, members of his sect had completed his 
worl and these Lollards, in their secret meetings, 
studied the Bible together, convinced its authority 
outranked that of the Pope. The Lollards were a 
small minority who, for the most part, kept a low 
profile. From time to time, the bishops launched 
campaigns against them, but without much effect 
Most Lollards came ftom the humbler strands of 
society - artisans and semi-educated tradespeople. 
By the early-l6th century their unconventional 
thinking was running paralle! with the Renaissance 
humanism embraced by many of the intellectual 
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elite. Basic to the new approach was areappraisal of by the Vulgate as ‘do penance’, should really be 


classical authors and a challenge to ‘scholasticism’ translated as ‘repent. This and other challenges 

the educational methodology of the medieval gave power to the individual to determine their 

Church. In terms of the wider religious life of relationship with God and undercut the power of 

Europe, there were two developments causing a mediating priesthood. Ten years later an Oxford 

fundamental rethinking. One was a revived scholar, William ‘Tyndale, defied the authorities 

interest in ancient Greek. This sent scholars back by publishing an English New Testament. This 

to early New Testament documents (some recently rapidly became the most explosive book in the 

discovered) and suggested that the Latin Vulgate, nation’s history - partly because of its Lutheran 

basic to all Church teaching, was capable of being plosses. Though banned, it was widely read, and 

re-interpreted. The other development, as the term though some people were burned at the stake 

‘humanism suggests, was a new emphasis on for possessing it, nothing stopped its spread or its 

humanity - life in the here and now, as opposed to —s influence. The English Reformation was well and 

life in the hereafter. truly under way. Hy 

All these subtle changes were straining the Nothing would have stopped it, but political ; 

fabric of medieval religious lite. Therefore, when action by King Henry Vill strengthened its § §§ }—— 

in 1516, the German monk Martin Luther made a impact. At the same time that Tyndale's book - i 

frontal assault on basic Catholic doctrine, parts of began circulating, Henry fell out with the Pope. Ss : i 

the structure collapsed with remarkable rapiclity. Determined to end his marriage to his queen, John eto the ae t 

Luther suggested the Greek biblical word rendered he looked to Rome for an annulment. But, for religious reformer fi: 
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> (@ her subjects accepted this reversal, a substantial 


a Gin f ortun at ely, the new monar ch, Why ab adel minority did not. Most of these dissidents nursed 


Hitmen cee een oe eae 


iF eitel not Sarlis id eloune vision. She inherited | i amen pas ee apie _— 7 
i ae eae OOO PTC SLO me OU) ene 


kingdom divided eal matters ei religion" was absolutely crucial to the future of the English 


ao) a Leica eee een eam ele ree mith mate (ee) 8] a 
teachings of Protestant leaders such as Jean Calvin 

Various reasons, the Pope was unable to gratify SOCOM GU ORO teMOl ieee F ee Um OAT Ce lett RC eee M stole OMe e Ale te rm ence 
his request. After years of mounting acrimony, England's short-lived king in 1547. Mary also died childless after a short reign in 1558, 
TAU AVANT N Meir ee) |e a The brief years of Edward's reign (1547-1553) were = the exiles returned, fired up by what they had seen 
This established the King and not the Pope as the those in which the Reformation was irrevocably in the well-established Protestant states abroad and 
INEM see mares ee established. The Church, led by Archbishop Smee eee mete) ere eRe et mTOR ie Ceo mee) 
effect became a state department. To strengthen ‘Thomas Cranmer, abolished the mass and other em aN Pe POU Re mee) ee ee 
PVE alors im (a) ems te eM VONUN TNA com bm ior ee ee L dace) Latin rites in favour of an English Prayer Book Wale iar eee) eu neler tee 
backlash, Henry had to win the support of radicals (1549, revised 1552). Use of the new book was made Unfortunately, the new monarch, Elizabeth I, 
and employ some of them in the government's mandatory by the Act of Uniformity (1549). Foreign did not share their vision. She inherited a kingdom 
propaganda campaign of preaching and writing. scholars were brought over from the continent abate lamer Eb Ela eee) mt ealels etme) ee haat no 
eAtcM meer) es) ee T=cson Mes Oat STO me DPD to teach in the universities and to undergird the were Catholics who longed for another change of 
put in charge of religious policy was Thomas ae O OTN SMO) MOD OT AIT PONE CM NSO MOD Tom) (esa regime which would restore the old faith. 5ome 
Cromwell, someone who, as historians are now developed in such European centres as Geneva were recusants - people who refused to attend 
Tecognising, was a convinced Protestant (though and Zurich. The ties between English radicals and Protestant services. They welcomed Catholic 
dees end ema ele ecm lee nears ee nn Macey atic eee TOTS S ENTE MMOLE Cee oe Cee) Co LB ol eM UU LE Ts ed (CRO OTe) ee eels cael ee 
Blea eam ce =ted COBO dU me cers him Wem enti Bn TD Ole dnt Meth eRe TOE eR crite le elllel nice the Low Countnes, who celebrated mass for them 
of English monasticism anc established close The adolescent King Edward died unmarried and in secret gatherings. Some plotted the overthrow of 
links with Protestant states abroad. Though a een ae ee eee Me ee tla Wate Cat Ter ome T ane N TE Tek meV items oe 10 Tk s-t0 ot  eare TT 
cata eR A Sees MI eR Oe Teh men el 8 AUER etme Cee OT One UCM eLO RMI Rela h ieee: ene lecmi cel in) 
AMM eT ame sealed the Reformation by attempting to eradicate PUERCO RO aL Noel O i mbm mei 
ee UM ei Ren eet tes a - it. Determined to reinstate papal authority and spectrum were the Puritans. They were Protestants 
ensure that supporters al \ gta chi pfs) | Cem ele ree whut =e] Cm OM mC) N (24 Ce] Bearcat me) eA aCe MEMO Nem eDe LM Nem eet a 
of the ‘New Learning’ f af ».¢ b } her father and half-brother annulled, re-established mainly to an extreme form of Calvinism for their 
were dominant in a a) aw MTom eerste BLED Le oO See aio) bCe) wen ee oe loa) Sm Ce as eed ee Cee eT TT 

_ English political . 1 32 if x 7, who refused to comply and sent to the stake Saal ene Vin tee mele M Ce ewe Neem te tetas Cece) e-lnle 








» life and assumed about 300 Protestant ‘heretics’ Although most of 
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NOM MEU Come Kreulen me MCO Mele a Lene O orl 
Church, completing, as they saw it, the purifying 
emma e abla cee 
Elizabeth loathed all the extremists. She was 

of a moderate Protestant persuasion and liked a 
aU STNG Se OOP IIE Niels OEM TENE Oma Un) en pT 
Puritans condemned as papist). She had a new 
Act of Uniformity passed, which restored the 
1552 Prayer Book, with minor alterations (which 
the Catholics considered to be heretical). The 
queen's instinct was to exercise as much tolerance 
PEBee He ON Me Mme eRe ACe Tce 
fale v1Ce) Mun TiST mace) vem tml le) ate ma eco end n ns 
ENOL EN MCS tals aM ONDE ele me) NBO END mL Le) 
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refused to wear vestments. Some wanted to abolish 
the office of bishop and establish a ‘presbyterian’ 
CON O OL Ccw eT es ali] Meee edie Tea teal) 
and which, as they believed, followed the pattern 
laid down in the New Testament. Yet what in 
ee eA RRO Rem tm MOM e) | 

» some Puritan spokesmen to her royal person. In 


Gre ae ee Ae ee we ee me i Sn 
UU Lle cD ae nc) Cee me EM Ce Nicks 

3 Some returned exiles did not refrain from telling 
SBUIVAl ated oe clase elven ought to behave. 
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ENGLAND'S REFORMATION] 


In 1576, after such a lecture, she suspended the 
Archbishop of Canterbury from office. 

The tensions between the Puritans and the 
supporters of the established Church became 
worse with the passing of the years. In 1588-89 a 
fad N tee) PD ONIE LN le eG eee) eo ee 
published, denouncing the alleged failings of 
the bishops. Other radicals did what dissidents 
(Olio) cee Vee elas ele Merle M AO )0 em ola) Cem O lant 
WaT eh Mars) VET 0/00 MON oe ctec litte LPT TTA 
preter TAM TUS UIE) RENT“ NTS mele sed Cel b) eek 
the last years of the century the radical fringe of 
English Protestantism had become very frayed. 
Dissatisfaction with the status quo produced a sub- 
culture of seekers looking for they knew not what. 
They readily coalesced into small groups, usually 
FIOM E On RMN EIEN ae ia: erm NORM Elen ele 
have found the secret of the perfect church. Thus 
ta BO) ON mes) ON mT Ad 
or Congregationalists. 

Before the end of Elizabeth's reign these 
extremists had their first martyrs. Henry 
Batrrowe and John Greenwood 
established in London their 
eavOr ce eI UMM ei laa mers tice 
itself the Brothers of the 
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Separation. A fundamental tenet of their doctrine 
was that, unlike the national Church, in which, as 
the Prayer Book stated ‘the bad be ever mingled 
with the good', God's people were easily identifiable 
and distinctive. They could not be tainted by 
Lele SU eee em re 1B nce) bleed 
OMe ee el ere eee een eee 
eccentrics but Barrowe and Greenwood drew 
attention to themselves by writing pamphlets 
denouncing the establishment. They spent spells 
Teme teeeM es) Rei elem eI ent 
capital crime of publishing seditious books, They 
were found guilty and duly sentenced. They were 
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we need to understand the determination of some 
Separatists to leave their own land. 
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The story of the man considered to be the 


Father of the Pilgrims 


Sn oe ATi a etete Vere Sa eee a 


t was the beliefs of a man from the Midlands 
that would ultimately lead to the Pilgrims 
PENIS Ce menage me sce eU TUTTO ete 
the 1550s while Queen Elizabeth I was on 
= the throne, Robert Browne would come to 
bring many round to his way of thinking, and they 
became known as Brownists. 
The Church of England, the state church 
that had been set up by Henry VIII during the 
infamous English Reformation, was no stranger 
to dissenters. From the start, Catholics had been 
eee ee eee semen SDI Rm N Tae 
eM nome (CCH UOIEaCeOm (OM Os TM Saco me eT 
Robert Browne who saw a way out by becoming 
the first to secede from the Church - and he went 
PORE bite NMOL Une 


ICE Cw Nee lle ee ei Oe 
MSP ee oe ee Mb me el eee) ge 
Puritanism - he was one of a growing number who 
wanted to purify the Church of England in the 
reign of Elizabeth | after the constant switching 
An eet Cece OORT eee ene eee wenn Tal 
this time, Puritanism was spread into two strands: 
those who wanted to reform the Church from 
UMM UR Te eR eRe) eel eee 
separate, hence the name ‘Separatists’. 

After his education, Browne became a lecturer 
at Saint Mary's Church, Islington, preaching 
OUP MOD eA IMP N Cee tn a] Pe OMAP meL aD 
governing bodies to make their own decisions. 

TH aTNT Gas lecmn Tel N (eM elee: le) lemon le) n le Telmastel mela gel 
fo iecAraee TOTO MM emOL OCs ode oLemaeLe emcee Ce lem 


have any power. It was all words - until Browne 
‘aires COMM TM Le anim iN cee M80 B 

In 1580, Browne created a new church in 
feat ae em aan ny mn Hn eee) Pc) amr e) ne Det 
[Onted Vale APRs mercies Tesla im Neca eee ee ee Te 
Ueto TM eet etal le evn T rime aloo eae 
was acting independently, with doctrine being 
a(t OOD Moe ase mee Lee em OT 
their flock. It landed them in exile in Holland by 
1582. Browne had been picked up while recruiting 
members in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, and it was 
Nee CMPD aRU EAN pc beech 
over his entire lifetime, Browne was imprisoned 
Sea leet 
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Treatise of Reformation Without Tarrying for Any, 





Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 
where Browne is thought to have 
PU St Rea cel 


in which he took aim at the Puritans, accusing 
them of siding with the goverrument rather than 
what Jesus wanted. He then took aim at the 
English government itself, claiming that it had no 
right to interfere in matters between God and His 
people, It was one of the first writings regarding 
Teligious liberty to be written in the English 
language. It was putting his thoughts into words 
that would help inspire more people and ensure 
the longevity of his ideas. 

After a couple of years, Browne was allowed 
to return to England, but his influence 
hadn't waned. In 15#4,a groupof Norfolk , 
clergymen asked the government for 8 
help when the Archbishop of Canterbury | i 7 
was telling them to tone down Fe 
their Puritan views. The 
clergymen were concerned 
that their congregations 
would go and find more 3a 
Puritan churches instead = . ; 
of staying with them. aie lca 
They wrote: “We have 
struggled to keep our 
church members 
from Brownism with 
ereat difficulty.” 

Browne's influence was 
$0 rife in Englanel that religious 
dissenters and separatists were 
© Often referred to as Brownists up until 
the 1620s. In fact, Shakespeare's play Twelfth 
© Nien, thought to have been written around 1601 
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= to 1602, even featured the word, with Sir Andrew 


3 Aguecheek saying: “I had as lief be a Brownist as 


St Mary's Church, Islington, 
where Browne began preaching 
his Separatist views 
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a politician.” Although it had been just over 20 
years since Browne had set up his Separatist 
Church, the word was clearly still very much in 
popular use 
However, despite his strong views and all that 

he had gone through as a result of his views, 
Browne began to tum his back on his Separatist 
ways. In 1585 he recanted his teachings and the 
following year became headmaster at St Olave's 
Grammar School in Southwark, London, and then 
Stamford School, before finding his way back into 
the ministry of the Church of England. He didn't 
stop getting into trouble, though. He was fined for 
non-attendance and, as a result, some argue that 

sis he had probably become a Separatist once 











again. He died in prison around 1633 
after being arrested for a drunken 
brawl with a watchman. 
: Browne's dalliances with 
the law and his reversion 
to the state religion made 
little impact on how he 
was viewed by Separatists 
after his death. The 
colonists who sailed to 





America on the Mayflower 
held their Brownist views 
above all others, which is why 
he has been called the founder of 
Congregationalism and the Father of 
the Pilgrims. He influenced Separatism, going 





so far as to found his own movement and Church; 
his actions opened the door for others to follow 
in his footsteps - it just so happened that some ol 


them were settling a new colony in the New World. 
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LORD BURGHLEY 


Being related to someone in power usually comes 
Pum eee] To 
Elizabeth I's chief minister, William Cecil, Lord Burghley, 
Mm) Toca | ae] Me [eel  e 
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Browne and his actions of “delivering unto the people 
ae) ea liom: (gree een eee male c mt ee] ee] eg 
in 1581, he made his excuses for his relative to keep 
RSS) tee) ees eS 
Ree ee te CO ee lee 
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to release his new prisoner. Unfortunately for the 
ee eT ed Ce 
followers with a reputation that could only help him to 
increase his standing. 
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In fact, it had been obtained by him two years prior, to 
give to his kinsman. Whatever happened to Browne, 
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Ss didn't have the power to stop the exile. 
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James VI and I had an obsession with witchcraft that 
bled into the doctrines of Church, state, and even the 
beliefs of the first generation of Pilgrims leaving England 


=") country of these detestable slaves of the 
Devil, the Witches or enchanters, hath 
moved me (beloved reader) to dispatch 
in post, this following treatise of nine, 


'rtrl ( be fearful abounding at this time ts this 
Ua | 
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not in any way (as | protest) fo serve for a show of my 
learning and ingenuity. but only (moved of conscience) 
fo press tbereby so far as J can, to resolve 
the doubting hearts of many: both that 
such assaults of Satan are most 
certainly practiced, and that the 
instruments thereat 
merit most severely to 
be punished.” 

So began the preface to a 







James 


ete rareG | 
b.1566-d.1625 
wy 1567-1625 
Tee ee eg 
her second husband, Lord Darnley, 
aE am eters Me) | 


belief in his own intellectual talent. He was a 
natural scholar, and had a particular fascination 
for theology, believing that, as both a king and 
savant, he had a responsibility to impart wisdom 
to his people. Secondly, he deemed himself to have 
been the object of a specific satanic attack in 1585, 

something that made a deep impression on him. 
Thirdly, he was always on the watch 
for treason and firmly maintained 
that the potential enemies of 
the Crown were motived by 

demonic forces. 

James Stuart was King 
of Scotland from the age 
of one. His mother Mary, 


his-mother was ousted. His reign 


remarkable book published 

in Edinburgh in 1597 
Daemonolagie was remarkable 
for two reasons; it was a product 
of the mest serious witch mania ever 
to erupt in Britain, and it was written 
by a reigning British monarch. What prompted 
the King of Scotland to venture, personally, into 
the campaign against black magic? There seem to 
be three causes that impelled him to take up his 
pen. The first and most deep-seated was James's 
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Queen of Scots, was forced 
to abdicate in July 1567 and 
the boy therefore had no 
pattern of kingship on which to 
model himself. His upbringing was 
entrusted to succession of regents from 
warlting factions and he was subjected to a rigid 
educational regime by tutors, of whom the chief 
was the gifted but trascible Presbyterian, George 
Buchanan. By his mid-teens, James had mastered 
Latin, Greek and French and was thoroughly 
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grounded in the Bible and Calvinist doctrine. His 
undoubted academic ability was coupled with a 
profound sense of his divine right as ruler, so his 
opinions had the support (as he believed) not only 
of reason, but also of God. 

Behet in and fear of witchcraft had roots in folk 
religion and both Catholic and Protestant theology. 
For centuries in Europe, it had been generally 
assumed that the exponents of magic were divided 
into two groups: there were wise women and men 
(wise-ards or wizards) who were experts in herbal 
remedies and practised benign ‘white’ magic, and 
those who turned to ‘maleficium’, black magic, 
which brought misfortune on its victims. Then, 


“Leading Lutheran 
theologians were 
totally committed 
to the concept of 
spiritual warfare” 


in the 1480s, the situation changed drastically. 
The Catholic Church, increasingly embroiled in a 
war with heretics of various kinds, changed the 
definition of witchcraft. The focus was no longer 
on the good or bad effects produced by magical 
means but on the origin of the powers claimed by 
witches and wizards. Pope Innocent VIII decreed 
that such people had made a pact with Satan or his 
agents. If found guilty by an ecclesiastical court, 
these enemies of God were to be handed over 
to the secular authorities for execution - usually 
by burning in continental Europe. An officially 
approved handbook, the Malleus Maleficarum, was 
published, which gave details of how witches could 
be identified and how they should be investigatecl 
(a process including torture). Rolling off the new 
printing presses in great numbers, it became a 
bestseller and by 1600 it had gone through 28 
editions. Its description of witchcraft was one of the 
very few topics on which Catholics and Protestants 
agreed during the Reformation, and the result was 
outbreaks of witch mania and the execution of 
thousands of victims, most of whom were women. 
However, persecution was not universal: the 
British Isles was one area that largely escaped 
the frenzy and the /Malieus Maleficanum was not 
translated into English, That is not to say that 
the governments in Westminster and Edinburgh 
were not concerned with the problem - Witchcraft 
Acts were passed in both parliaments in 1563, 
but the one drafted north of the border was 
more draconian and classed both the practice of 





vi 
Anne of Denmark, the bride 
of James VI, as painted by 
an unknown artist c.l600 


witchcraft and the consulting of witches as capital 
offences. However, over the next 25 years there 
were few prosecutions and even fewer actual 
convictions. This was the situation when the 
complex events of 1587-91 began. 

James’ rule was still rendered precanous 
by faction fighting among the Scottish nobles. 
Prominent among them was Francis Hepburn, Earl 
of Bothwell (c.1562-1612) who, as an illegitimate 
grandson of James V, was related to James’ mother, 
Mary, Queen of Scots. Mary had for many years 
been enjoying the ‘hospitality’ of Elizabeth | 
and had been the focus of several plots against 
the English queen, who reluctantly ordered her 
execution in February 1587. Bothwell was outraged 
and campaigned vigorously for a war of revenge, 
but was indignant to discover that James had no 
taste for such a conflict. 

In the following year, the earl saw another 
opportunity for his anti-English policy: the Spanish 
Armada, having failed to invade England, was 
being forced north, around the Scottish coast. 
James appointed Bothwell to the post of Lord 
Admiral with instructions to attack the Spanish 
vessels, but the earl had other ideas. He planned 
to enlist the support of King Philip's ships and 
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men in a secondary attack on England. His plot 
involved raising his own armed force, alliances 
with Catholic nobles on both sides of the border 
and messages to Madrid. When the scheme fell 
apart, James had its ringleader imprisoned but, with 
Temarkable, even foolhardy, forbearance, be restored 
Bothwell to favour in September 1589. The king 
had something more important to think about - he 
was about to marry a Danish princess. It is with 
the arrangements for his wedding to Anne, sister 
of Christian IV of Denmark, that our story takes a 
bizarre twist - involving witchcraft 

The 15-year-old princess set out from 
Copenhagen in a convoy bound for Edinburgh, but 
severe storms forced them to head for shelter on 
the Norwegian coast. There was nothing unusual 
about autumnal gales in this region, but James felt 
that he was being balked and set off in October to 
fetch his bride himself. He spent six months at the 
Danish court, where he hugely relished intellectual 
debate with the scholars and clergy who enjoyed 
royal patronage. What he encountered was what 
we would now consider a strange mixture of 
superstition and science. The leading Lutheran 
theologians were totally committed to the concept 
of spiritual warfare being waged between the 
forces of good and evil and hac a well-developed 
demonology based on the Bible and the Maileus 
Maleficarum., Their understanding of witchcraft 
was not confined to theory. So gteat was the threat 
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agents of the Devil and 
persecuted across Europe | ‘al 


visited by many scholars 
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Tycho Brahe (1546-1601). As well as being famous eee eee eee ee MeL 
as one of the leading experimental scientists of the heavenly bodies, which he believed were important 
age, he was a colourful extrovert who wore a metal principally for the casting of accurate horoscopes 
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VE) eee eee Brahe was wedded to Lutheran beliefs about 

eee lees | LSU Ae 8) he LO) 
which included a laboratory, an observatory, a ate eee ee eo 
library and a workshop for the manufacture matched his own so closely. 
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Scotland wasn't unique in the persecution of witches, 
Dut the role played by the crown was without equal 


Kingdom of Scotland 


Tried: 4,000-6,000 

Executed: 1,500 

WT me Cite |e a 
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From 1563, witcheraft and consulting with witches were crimes 
against God and the crown - capital offences and therefore 
punishable by death. The trials were held in secular courts, but 
the Kirk was an unstoppable force, often responsible for evidence 
PST eRe ace ee ee oe 
matter well known and his own literature acting a5 a guide, judges 
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Kingdom of England 
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Executed: 500 
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(1563) made a felony of maleficium, death or harm caused by 
witchcraft and any attempt to foresee the fate of the queen 
See eel eee eee ee aU 
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were prone to hysteria, the judges - often from London - were 
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Kingdom of Spain 

soot 

Executed: 100 

Despite the religious terrors of earlier centuries, Spain itself 
was a relatively sober affair. Wherever possible, the Spanish 
Teed ate ee ee oe eae 
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traditions of public justice in favour of closed witness sessions 
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often great legal as well as ecclesiastical minds. Although panic 
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brother, Alonso de Salazar, remarking sardonically of the flood 
of denunciations that “These claims go beyond all human 
reason and may even pass the limits permitted by the Devil.” 
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dom of Denmark 
and Norway 


Tried: 3,400 

Executed: 1,350 

Though the witch hunt capital of Scandinavia, mass persecutions in 
ee Cem Cena Cee mai 
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conviction. While Denmark's witch hunting fervour spread to Scotland, 
Scotland gave back fivefold. Scottish seaman John Cunningham was 
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Cunningham presiding «ver 52 trials - the greatest of which, like the case 
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Kingdom of France 


Mata Pe 

Executed: 1,000 

Despite being the birthplace of the medieval witch 
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Rouen or Paris where hysteria was much harder to 
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come before the Parlement of Paris were dismissed 
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themselves lynched on their return home, while other 
isolated communities like Ardennes took matters 

into their own hands with a plethora of lynchings, 
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alone would not be sufficient proof of witchcraft. 
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Locations that experienced severe persecution 
Locations that experienced moderate persecution 
Locations that experienced light persecution 


A patchwork of different states and principalities where the Reformation’s faultlines ran like 
cracks in a windowpane, loopholes existed in an otherwise rational legal code rendering 
imperial writ powerless in the face of regional momentum. Witch hunting committees of local 
worthies - capable of levelling a ‘witch tax" to fund their endeavours - could apply for processus 
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border with Luxembourg, 20 per cent of the population were executed between 1581 and 1593. 
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Al?th century copy of Malfleus 
Maleficarum, the tome that detailed the 
identification and investigation of witches 


of satanic involvement in human affairs, as they 
believed, that they were ever on the watch for 
& people who had made a pact with the Devil 
Also present at the Danish court were free- 
® whom was the royal astrologer, Tycho Brahe 
who was at the forefront of European study of 
the movement of heavenly bodies. James, who 
tegatded himself as an academic, was in his 
element among some of the sophisticated leaders 
of European thought. He integrated his new 
insights into his inherited pattern of belief and 
thought to form a philosophy of his own. 

Fundamental to his understanding of 
soverelgnty was his conviction that kings were 
(0d's anointed representatives. It followed, 
therefore, that those who opposed the king 
opposed God and were thus agents of the Devil 

an idea that applied to treason and also to 
witchcraft. James now "saw clearly” that the storms 
that had stopped Anne's voyage to Scotland had 
been whipped up by those wielding satanic power, 
a view that was confirmed when his own return 
home in May 1590 was also hampered by foul 
weather, Whether he would have taken any action 
on his own initiative is not clear but, within weeks, 
news atrived from Denmark that made up his mind 
for him. The political situation there was similar 
to the one that had existed a few years earlier in 
scotland: squabbling nobles governing the country 
in the name of an underage king. In the summer of 
1590, the chief minister was chatged by his rivals 
with various offences, including endangering the 
life of Princess Anne by sending her to sea ina 
poorly equipped ship. He countered by asserting 
that the near shipwreck had been caused by 
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Reginald Scot (c.1538-1599) is one of the many solid 
citizens of independent but quiet demeanour who 
eu =Te RMT =m eee de 
Eee em UNL e le mete ee 
stint a5 a Justice of the Peace and served as an MP 
for New Romney in the Armada year. He wrote two 
books, both remarkable for being well-informed and 
commonsensical. The first (1576) was a manual on 
se ce eee ee a ee 
Discoverie Of Witchcraft Wherein The Lewd Dealing 
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supposed witches and set out to prove from a variety 
SUC g reg a ee ee 
in ‘magic’ was contrary to scripture and reason. As 
Pema eng | ere) cent ara 
compendious list of common beliefs and practices 
involving spells, alchemy and fraud, as well as the 
behaviour of witches. Small wonder that King James 
eee es eee le ee 


ye dilcouerie 


of witchcraft, 


Wherein the lewde dealing of witches 
and witchmongers wsnotablie detegted, the 
knauerie of coniurors,the impietié ofinchan- 
tors,the follse of foothfaters,the lapudent fal/- 

' hood ofeoufenors, the infidelitie ofatheitts, 
the peftilent practyes of Pythontits, the 
curiofitie of figurecaite rs, the ya- 
nitte of dreamers, the beg ger. 


lie art of Alcu- 
myttrie, 
The abhomination of idolatrie, the hor- 
rible art of poifoning, the vertue and power of 
naturall magike, and all the conuciances 
of Legierdemaine and sug gling are deciphered : 
and many orher things opened,which 
haue dong lien hidden,bowbeis 


Were neceflarie to 
be knowne. 


Heerevnto ts added atreatife vponthe 
nature and fublfance of arits and dinels, 
&c :alllatelie written 
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of God ; for mante falfe prophets are gone 


out sate the world, cc. 


witches, leading to the arrest of several women and 
the eventual execution of at least a dozen of them. 
Under torture, some told their interrogators what 

they wanted to hear. However, some, if the records 
are to be believed, needed no pressure to confess 

to the most bizarre activities and the possession of 
arcane powers. They enjoyed the celebrity of being 
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thought to have supernatural gifts and claimed to 
have met with Satan and received authority from 
him te send demons aboard the royal ships to steer 
them to near-disaster. 

James needed no further incentive to set in 
motion his own witch hunt on his side of the water 
- this was the point at which Scottish politics and 
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Macbeth, based on King James VI and 
I's claimed experience with Cte ry 
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the likely outcome of his schemes, Bothwell had 
resorted to witches who claimed clairvoyant gifts. 
When this became known to his opponents, the 
practitioners were arrested anc, under examination, 
ap cytes eee ee eT be 
their powers to kill the king by raising storms to 
overwhelm the royal fleet. Treason and maleficium 
Beat ceR eee ome elec Re OR MCP STATO 
combination of natural and supernatural forces. 
WMiere eM eh eM COM Asem Ate Tema eel yl em Ieee 
open rebellion - but, despite many encounters, the 
earl escaped to the continent in 1595 and spent the 
CMe) mel elma |e 
Meanwhile, the more sensational aspect of 
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at North Berwick. James attended some of the 
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describe their meetings with the prince of darkness. 
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the prime suspects, Agnes Sampson (later strangled 
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“athe very words which passed between the 

eevee ee aes mea ene ea ey 
Vem me ce lee me em eee ae) 
other, whereat the King’s Majesty wondered greatly 
and swore by the living God, that he believed all the 
fe aW wees meee ee meee kre e cares eed ese itll 
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therefore gave the more credit fo the rest...” 
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James may also have been swayed by the 
flattering testimony, which, according to the 
accused, came directly from Satan's own mouth. 
Vinee AL ed ede Cem Te) mente Are eel 
50 far proved ineffective, the archfiend replied: “He 
is aman of God. He does no wrong wittingly, but 
is inclined to all godliness, justice and virtue.” This. 
played directly to James's belief in the holy nature 
a) Vimar iibe Team et a temee elem now vee tes meee mele 
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One aspect of the unspeakable tortures to which 
the original suspects were subjected was this 
‘Tevealing’ of other offenders against the 1563 Act. 
Beit MANU ON em UNTO) S Nm NON MOTO) Blom aDmes| 8) elt itn 
their interrogators, so that accusations and arrests 
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100 suspects had been rounded up. For all the 
fear engendered by these cases, it is interesting to 
note that juries were not always quick to deliver 
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King James V1 of Scotland 
and I of England, painted 
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Builty verdicts. Equally interesting is the king's 
anery reaction when a witch was acquitted. Since 
treason and witchcraft were inextricably bound 
in his thinking, a lenient judgement was akin 
to disloyalty. He pointed out to the "misguided" 
jurors how close to death he had been brought by 
demonic agency: 
“OF the good of this country, which enjqyett 
peace by my fife... as [ have thus berun, so propose 
! fo go forward: not because [ am James Stuart 
and can command so many thousands of men, but 
because God bath made me a king and judge to 
judge righteous judgement.” 


True te his word, James gave his subjects 
the benefit of his further wisdom on witchcraft 
in a slender volume entitled Oeemonologie in 
1597 To the modern reader this book may seem 
idiosyncratic, but it very much caught the mood 
of the times, Only a decade earlier, an anonymous 
German author had regaled his readers with a 
Cautionary tale, Historia Von D Jobann Fausten, 
about a scholar who made a pact with the devil 
and, at about the same time that Daemonologie 
appeared, Christopher Marlowe rendered the 
Historia into a play: The Tragical History Of The Life 
And Death Of Doctor Faustus, which was performed 
by the Admiral's Men. However, not everyone was 
Caught up in the witch craze. James's principal 
target was Reginald Scot, a down-to-earth Kentish 
gentleman who, in 1584, had sought to explode the 
whole concept of magic in his book The Discoverie 
OF Witebcreayt. 

Using the device of a dialogue, the king draws 
upon the Bible and folklore in his exploration of the 
heavenly wartare of spiritual forces. But his main 
interest continues to be in witches, how they can 
be recognised and how they must be exterminated, 
and he has a warning for magistrates: 

“fo spare the Ife and not to strike when God bies 
strike and so severely punish ... so odious a fault 
and treason against God ... is not aniy unlawful but 
doubtless no less sin in that magistrate...” 

On the death of Elizabeth [ in 1603, the English 
crown was offered to James, who became monarch 
of both kingdoms. Thereafter, many more exciting 
and interesting opportunities were opened to 
him and he gradually abandoned his mission 
against witches. In 1606, Shakespeare's Macheth 
was performed at Hampton Court as a celebration 
of the king's Scottish ancestry, but also a nod 
towards his campaign against satanic activity. It 
is inconceivable that when three witches were 
introduced near the beginning of the play, James 
would not have recognised certain tropes in the 
dialogue, particularly when the crones discuss how 
they will attack the captain of a ship bound for 
Aleppo with bad weather. 

That this allusion was explicit enough for the 
theatre crowds of the time speaks volumes about 
how James’ obsession with stamping out witchcraft 
became part of the popular consciousness. Add 
to this his King James Bible - the first English 
translation of the text, which, though Anglican, was 
worked on and appreciated by many Puritans - and 
his firm belief that God chose certain people to 
fulfil His will James believed in the Divine Right 
of Kings; Puritans that God elected them for grace), 
and it’s unsurprising that despite themselves, 
many of James’ Puritan subjects would embrace 
many of his rigorous attitudes and continue them, 
eventually carrying them to the New World. 
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How the revolutionary ideas of the Pilgrim Fathers 
shaped America - for good and ill 
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r C T } 7 ( o understand the beliefs and passions 
on the other side of the world, it is 
necessary to understand how the 

explosion of the Reformation continued to set off 

bombs throughout the 16th and 17th 
centunes. For what the Reformation 


and set up precarious new colonies 
il 


destroyed was the unity of 
life, belief and thought that 
characterised medieval 
Europe: one king, one faith, 
one people, one society. 

The human body was the 
model for the state, with all 
its different parts cooperating 
together for the good of the 
whole but with each assigned 
different roles. It was, though, above 
all else a unity. 

When the Reformation broke the faith, it broke 
everything else too - but the one belief it did not 
break was the belief that the state should be a 
unity of rule, faith and society. Not unreasonably, 
people thought that a society divided into different 
competing factions or parties would inevitably 
fall apart or come to civil strife. The problem, 
in the two centuries following the Reformation, 










Puritan 
ealted when oes 
motivated by a desire 
to set up their own 
religious community, 
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was that while everyone still beheved a people 
and a country should have unity of belie!, people 
could not agree on what that faith should be. For 
those countries that remained Catholic, it was 
relatively straightforward, although the Wars of 
Religion in France (1562 -1598) were indicative 
of how different beliefs could all but 
tear a country apart. In England, 
James I, the first Stuart king, 
was determined that such a 
conflict should not break 
out in his realm, where the 
state church, the Church of 
England, with the king as 
its head, appeared to provide 
the national unity that was 
still the sought-for aim of most 
people in the realm. 
Most, but not all By the 17th 
century, there were groups of people in 
England who had given up hope of the Church of 
England purifying itself of what they considered to 
be the non-Biblical parts of its belief and practice. 
Seeking to purify the church of this Catholic taint, 
they came to be called Puritans. While some 
continued to believe that the Church of England 
could be reformed from within, others had 
come to the conclusion that this was impossible. 


The: hite Howse Historical As smote 


me 





Fathers in the New World as 


Metered n 
depicted by Michele Felice Corné 


oo 
a 
Loe 
aad 2 
: 
< 
C 
Zz 
< 
Y) 
Z 
pe 
O 
= 
Ou. 





|” [PURITANS 





“Some Puritans 
decided to separate 
themselves from the 
Church of England” 
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communities of their own that lived by the Biblical 
principles they espoused. This, however, was 
difficult in England as under the Act of Uniformity 
of 1559 it was illegal not to attend a Sunday 
service at an authorised church, with a fine of one 
shilling for each missed service. The penalties for 
conducting unauthorised services were greater 
and included imprisonment and, since failure to 
conform to the Church of England was considered 
Stee] NEM k Nm ors 00 

The accession of James | in 1603 led the Puritans 
to hope that some of their demands for Church 
Teform would be met but at the Hampton Court 
Conference of 1604 their hopes were largely 
dashed, save for the king’s agreement to an official 
PUI MUR ROMEO eM es) tm 
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when the Puritans broached their opposition to 
bishops as non-Biblical, James declared, “No bishop, 
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With hopes of reform dashed for the moment 
- they came to the fore again during the English 
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and became known as Separatists. But of course, 
in a society that viewed religious dissent as the 
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dangerous task. At least, it was in England. But 
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Puritan Separatists decided to do in 1607. But they 
didn’t move to America. Instead, the group, the 
core of which came from a congregation that had 
been based in Nottinghamshire, took ship across 
the Channel to the Netherlands, eventually settling 
in the city of Leiden. 

But after ten years in Leiden, the group of 
English Puritans became increasingly dissatisfied 
with their lives there. Nor were they entirely free 
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the community, wrote criticising both King James 
and the Church of England and, in response, the 
English authorities sent men to Leiden to arrest 
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roots of their identity and beliefs, while there also 
loomed the possibility of war between Protestant 
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look further afield, across an ocean rather than a 
channel: to America. 

Having applied for and received a land patent 
AOC MGs Renee Dement elem ee tom ard 
leaseholder of the land they hoped to settle 
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Speedwell and the Mayflower, on 16 September 
1620. The Atlantic crossing took two lives - a sailor 
and a colonist - and began another, a child born 
mid passage and who was named, appropriately 
enough, Oceanus. 
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Wie e UOT ee ed STMe PCO LEN CGM Nom n\ UO MGS) Oh me 
people, and it was developed and replicated in 
further settlements in New England that governed 
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constitution of the United States, was by no means 
the only way the fledgling colony that was founded 
GMT e Aue SNE ke It eM Otome) cere lea 
SM MNG CE tI MAL ee CORIO ENTOMOL 
aaa edb eee | eee mene RUM ON eset he 
CNeAeL TEAM eee Te MPA) Oe aA 
EG e MeN ec Tee Meson PRE N me a 
from the Christianity of the Church of England or 
ACOH el ORO OTN C@ TOOL DM Mele r ioe seo R eel MeL ela! 
roa OTM Ome eevee Temi ee ee 

The Pilgrims were followers of John Calvin, 
the Reformation theologian who propounded 
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with salvation history, taught that God, before 
even He had made the world, as a result of his 
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in following the Puritanism of the Pilgrims at least 
sugeaested that you had a chance of salvation. 

Although this sounds totally depressing, within 
the wider view of Calvinisim it's actually rather 
uphfting, since the first and basic premise of 
Calvinism is the absolute corruption of humanity 
as a result of Adarn's fall. Not only has original 
sin rendered our reason so damaged by original 
sin that we are unable to do what is truly good, 
but we are so damaged as to be unable even to 
perceive what that good is. But into this bleak 
picture comes Christ's saving grace, destined from 
before the first day to save you - and this salvation 
is not dependent upon your merits but is the freely 
given gift of God and you can no more avoid it 
than you can avoid gravity. If God wills that you 
be saved, then you will be saved, like it or not. 
50 if you are one of the elect, your salvation is 
certain. This is because God's grace, given to his 
elect, is, quite simply, irresistible. As such, the elect 
will, necessarily, persevere through every tial and 
tmibulation to their final, sublime reward. So, as long 
as you were one of the elect, everything would 
work out in the end. 

As far as the visible trappings and rituals 
of religion were concerned, the Pilgrims were 
determinedly minimalist, finding Biblical warrant 
only for baptism and the Lord's Supper. Thus the 
other five of the seven sacraments of the Church 
of England and the Catholic Church, namely 
confession, ordination, confirmation, the last rites 
and even Marriage, were regarded as human 
inventions rather than divine institutions. While 
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the Pilgrims did, of course, marry, they regarded 
Marriage as a civil contract rather than a religious 
rite. Mindful also of the second commandment 
against idolatry, their worship and their houses of 
worship were determinedly plain and simple: not 
for the Pilgrims stained glass, polyphonic 
chant, icons and statues: their church 
was a plain affair without any 
adornment and the only singing 
heard within its wooden 

walls were the Psalms. The 

first church of the Plymouth 
colony was in fact the ground 
floor of the town's fortress, 

with the first floor housing six 
cannons and a watchtower, At 
sunday services, which ran from 
Jam to noon and again from 2pm 
to Som, the congregation was divided, 
with the men and boys over 16 sitting on one 

side and women and children on the other side, In 
a further departure from practices in Europe, the 
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religious service in 
favour of strict, spartan 
minimalism and 
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men were required to attend church with their 
firearms in case of sudden danger: failure to do so 
incurred a fine of 12 pence. 
The church of the Pilgrims also rejected the 
hierarchical structures of the Catholic Church 
and the Church of England: there were 
no bishops and certainly no Pope. 
Instead, there were five offices: 
pastor, teacher, elder, deacon 
and deaconesses. Their pastor 
was not able to make the 
passage to America, so the 
Plymouth Colony was ruled 
by its elder, none other than 
the same William Brewster 
who had escaped arrest by the 
agents of James lin Leiden. 
While the Pilgrims observed 
the Sabbath day of rest strictly, doing 
no work on Sunday, they viewed the other 
Christian festivals, even Christmas and Easter, as 


human memorials rather than Biblically inspired 
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was given to 50 surviving colonists and 90 American 
Lee ewes) em ey mt ele meet a Sn tn 


eee eRe een ct em ee 
winter in America. It was essentially a classic harvest 
festival in its first iteration, a thanksgiving for the 
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The first Thanksgiving 
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eyewitness to this first thanksgiving later wrote: “Our 
harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men 
MR eee ee 
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Ee and dangerous voyage across 
fg, the Atlantic 


and so did not keep them. Indeed, it was because 
of his strictures against keeping the two festivals 
in his book Pert Assembly that William Brewster 
attracted the attentions of James I. But while the 
Pilgrims did not keep Christian festivals, they did 
have Days of Thanksgiving and Days of Fasting 
and Humiliation, the former in response to prayers 
and blessings received (and a custom that has gone 
on to become one of the most beloved of American 
national holidays), the latter called when the 
community faced some intractable problem that it 
could not see a way through to solving. 

It was a religion of a tightly focused but 
restricted nature, that produced people of like 
kind and as such was well suited to the rigours 
of founding and developing a colony on the other 
side of the world. 

With the success of this first Puritan colony 
in the New World, others followed, with a fresh 
eroup of settlers arriving in 1628 setting up first 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony, and then later the 
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New Haven Colony and Rhode Island. Unlike the 
Plymouth community, the Puritans who arrived 
in the second wave of colonists to New 
England were not Separatists but 
rather sought to bring about a 
reformation of Protestantism 
through the example of 

the society they sought to 
create, “a city upon a hill" 
whose light would shine 

out and illuminate the 

world. Indeed, the charter 
that set out the community 
aims and requirements of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony asked its 
people to be “soe religiously, peaceablie, 
and civilly governed, as their good Life and 

orderlie Conversacon, male wynn and incite the 
Natives of Country, to the Knowledg and Obedience 
of the onlie true God and Saulor of Mankinde, and 
the Christian Fayth". 


Ironically, the 
Pilgrims, who fled 
religious regulation, 
imposed much stricter 
laws in their own 
colonies in the New 
World 
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Though some Pilgrims left the 
colonies, many felt that they were 


With a faith that was based on sola scriptura, B 
the ability to actually read the scriptures was 5 
fundamental: thus literacy was highly valued in the : 
New England colonies, and widely taught. 5 

While on the face of it, it would seem that the 4 
non-Separatist Massachusetts Bay Colony would be § 
more tolerant than the Separatist Plymouth Colony, 3 


in fact the opposite was the case. 50 when the 
second English congregation in America gathered 
for worship in Salern in 1629, a group of the 
Plymouth congregation made what was a difficult 
and dangerous trip to “extend the right hand of 
fellowship, wishing all prosperity and a blessed 
success unto such good beginnings” even though 
this congTegation was officially Anglican (although 
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of a Puritan bent). In fact, the Plymouth community 
was Willing to join the worship of the 
Puritan churches elsewhere in New 
England. However, there were 
limits to toleration, and the 
Quakers who started arriving 

in New England in the 1650s 

and 1660s soon reached 

and went past those limits: 

the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony whipped, banished 
and hung Quakers, the more 
tolerant Plymouth Colony fined, 

whipped and banished them, 

but didn't hang them. The Plymouth 
Colony slowly codified in law its religious and 
moral outlook, passing beyond the practices of 
censure (public remonstrance for bad behaviour) 
and excommunication (being expelled from the 
church), that had sufficed for social control in the 
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venture with its investors expecting and hoping 
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Bay Colony, with the excellent harbour at Boston 

at its heart, would prove much more profitable and 
eventually absorb the Plymouth establishment) but 
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market and the Plymouth colonists had a source of 

a Valuable commoditiy that they could sell on: being 
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early years of the colony until, by 1650, it became 
a legal offense to slander a church or a minister. 
Attending church on Sunday also became a 
legal requirement, while breaking the Sabbath 
would incur either a fine or a whipping. The 
etadual fusion of moral strictures and law would 
provide one of the foundations for the later witch 
persecutions in Salem. 

The belief in witchcraft and the presence of 
the Devil, that in the medieval period had been 
limited and easily banished through the power of 
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“In the 17th century, 
witches were thought 
likely to be living in 
the next street” 


the still unified Church, had grown exponentially 
during the Renaissance and into the 1th century. 
Where before magic had been an aspect of tales 

of elves and fainies, in the 17th century witches 
and sorcerors were thought likely to be living in 
the next street - it's no accident that Christopher 
Marlowe's DOr Faustus, a play about a wizard 

who sells his soul to the Devil, was written at 

the end of the 16th century. Indeed, King James 

[ himself wrote one of the key texts on sorcery, 
Daemonologie, in 1597 So all the best and bnghtest 
minds of the age believed in the possibility of 
witcheraft - some of them, indeed, such as John 
Dee, advisor to Queen Elizabeth and one of the 
most leamed men of his time, tried to summon 
and speal with the spirits of the middle air. It was 
therefore no surprise that, in the haunted and 
strange woods of their New World, the Puritan 
colonists saw the actions of supernatural spirits 
and demons as being widespread. In particular, 
disasters and calamities were ascribed to Satar's 
agency, as the wicked one sought to prevent the 
forming of their “city upon a hill’ (the allusion is to 
Jerusalem, a city similarly placed upon a hill and a 
light to the nations). 

With the universal belief in witchcraft coupled 
with laws that sought to impose belief by law, 
some of the elements were coming in to place for 
the witch trials in Salem. It's notable, however, that 
while witchcraft was a capital crime in Flymouth, 
there were no convictions for witchcraft there. 
Only two women were ever accused, with the case 
against the first woman in 1651, Goodwife Holmes, 
not going to tnal while the second, of Mary Ingram 
in 16/7 saw her tried and acquitted. The conditions 
at Salem partook of the wider context in New 
England, but were also, fatally, particular to the area 
and the people who lived there. 
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How the Pilgrims found their 
Way to Holland before their 
journey to America 


5. SOMETHING NEW 
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Nottinghamshire, England 
Forced to worship in secret, a group of Separatists followed 
their religion underground in Scrooby, Nottinghamshire, as 
they were deemed to be dangerous religious outlaws. It was 
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2. GOING OVERSEAS 


Amsterdam, Netherlands 
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time for them to move on and they made an 
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3. MOVING ON 
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It was in Leiden where the Pilgrims made their home for 12 

years and it was chosen with good reasoning - it was a 

free-thinking city that was known for its religious 
tolerance. But it wasn't all smooth sailing for the 
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their children wanted to assimilate into Dutch culture. 
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4. HEADING HOME °* 


Rotterdam, Netherlands 
On 22 July 1620, 35 Pilgrims made their way to 
PINE UMEN DOCU TIMER Nei a On Ven eR ste Ce) 
so much more, although they sadly had to leave most 
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belongings to buy the Speedwell, the ship that would 
take them back across the Channel to England. After 
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goodbye to their Dutch life and they weighed 
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With Puritanism under attack, its adherents set out 
for the New World, and a utopian new Jerusalem... —~\— 
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The first American Pilgrims were people in 










: roe Britain who didn't apree with the Church The Pilgrims sailed from Plymouth, § The Pilgrims first arrived at the 

at r - ) England on 16 September 1620, on a coast of America on 11 November 

as ty of England S teachings and suffered ship called the Mayflower. Conditions 1620. After spending some time 

= 2 By harassment and arrest as a result. This = were cramped with 102 passengers searching for a suitable settlement 
eS Separatist group wanted the formation of a and 30 crew members aboard the | site, they chose an abandoned 
fii lak : ; 30.5-metre (100-foot) long ship. Wampanoag community, New 
oni ean separate church. Fearing persecution, Strugeling through violent gales, Plymouth. Although there are no 
3 their quest for religious freedom led them water leaks and structural damage, — jj accounts to verify this, the legend 

to the New World in America there were two deaths before the Ne is that the colonists first set foot in 
. ship finally dropped anchor. fe =America at Plymouth Rock. 
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The first Thanksgiving 
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a feast with the loca! 


Yative Americans after the harvest. However, this wasn't 


THE FIRST AMERICAN PILGRIMS 
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In order to maintain control, the colonists decided to 
establish a government. This led to the birth of the 
Mayflower Compact, in which the 41 signers agreed to 
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the Declaration of Independence, it was the first time the 
idea of self-government was expressed in the New World. 
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The Pilgrims were helped 
greatly in their survival by 
local Native Americans. 
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Massasoit. After a peace 
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One year after the first Pilgrims arrived, 

a ship called The Fortune cared 37 new 
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and Little James with 96 more. By the 
time of the colony's dissolution in 1691, it 
was home to an estimated 7,000 residents. 


The first winter proved disastrous for the Pilgrims. They 
struggled to build suitable shelter in time and suffered 
from a host of diseases such as scurvy. Out of the 102 
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Massasoit collapsed after his death 


Some of the leaders of the Pilgrims were 
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to from England to experience religious 
freedom. However, they struggled to make a 
living, worried they were losing their English 
identities and also that their religious 
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The leader of the Wampanoag 
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The captain of the Mayflower, 
Jones sailed the ship through 
gales to finally reach Plymouth. 
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The military leader of the 
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organised the defensive layout 
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Provincetown 


Having returned from 
Holland, the Pilgrims 
set sail for their new 

life in America 


4. ANOTHER PROBLEM 


Plymouth, England 
They were 300 miles clear of Land's End when tragedy 
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crew and 102 passengers, the ship left Plymouth on 16 
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5. LAND, AHOY! 


Provincetown, Massachusetts 
After 66 days at sea, the Mayflower finally dropped anchor in 
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Rotherhithe, England 
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2. MEETING UP 


Southampton, England 
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3. BACK TO SAFETY 


Dartmouth, England 
On 23 August, the Mayflower and the Speedwell docked at 
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sprung in the Speedwell. While the repairs were being 
made in Bayards Cove Harbour, the Mayflower was moored 
beside what is now known to be Pilgrim Hill. However, the 
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were afraid they would be radicalised by the religious rebels 
er eval eet meyo oe ot RO aes ae 
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PILGRIMS 


A disastrous start gave way to a 66-day ordeal of 
sickness, catastrophe and conflict. Discover how the 
Mayflower sailed out of the storm and into legend 


Ist Ob Written by James Hoare === ao 





he Mayflower was a typical Dutch- Rated at 180 tons (meaning it could carry 180 
vo EI style merchant fluyt. Short, at only casks - or tuns - of wine), the Mayflower carried 
100-feet long, and squat due to all the tools deemed vital to the raising of a colony, 
inelegant superstructure fore and aft from weapons and gunpowder to grinding stones 
to protect its crew and cargo ; and saws, to cooking utensils and locks for 


from the elements, 14 cannon of doors yet unfashioned on houses still 
Varying size and power also stood » tobe built. Though passengers’ 
primed to shield them from any a Wal journals note two dogs - a 
man-made threat. unique outlook spaniel and a mastiff - there's 
It looks somewhat fussy of the Mz yf lower no record of any livestocls, 
and top-heavy, but the fluyt Pil erims informed the although ney might have 
made the Netherlands a brought chickens with them. 
mercantile superpower, It Be EL fo te The Maytflower's master 
was capable of carrying more ere sik repressive at the time - 50-year-old 
cargo and being operated by rele mt vp Years Christopher Jones - had spent 
fewer hands than precious trade Fite the last 11 years tacking back 
vessels, and the design was quickly and forth across the Channel, 
adopted by the English. High masts taking French wine north and 
made them faster, while their pear-shaped English woollens south. Aside from a brief 
bows (when viewed from the front) enabled them trip to Norway with a mixed cargo of trade goods, 
to traverse shallower rivers and coastal waters than and possibly a whaling expedition to Greenland, he 


galleons could. had little expenence of treacherous open seas. 

It was the perfect ship for the age of exploration In that he looked to his first mate, Robert Coppin, 
and empire, and for a band of religious refuseniks who claimed to have sailed to New England, 
looking to establish a new life in the New World. and his pilot, John Clark, who had taken cattle to 
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Virginia in 1611 and 1618, and was once hauled to 
Cuba as a prisoner of the Spanish. 

IM eer UM Me ements erie tm nr ee 
and provisions both sorely tested, and after nearly a 
month on board within sight of the land they were 
CAIN Mtoe ee eM N NSCS mt eet ON eM PNET alee) Ce EIM 
Some Pilgrims had already given up their places 
and limped home, despite the efforts of the hard- 
headed governor Christopher Martin. 

A further challenge to morale came from the 
clash of cultures. The Speedwell mainly carried 
families of Separatists from Leiden, whereas 
Ube ENG Olel mec ti etd ce hme ON eee lB) PLE) 
CONUS om ON ee POURS OL OMe SIT ROT Cs) coe 
i ateey Met om alt ed meet mec) aie eal ewe ce] Ta ed 
of passengers - one set driven by economic 
)A)RAANTST IA MT OTO MON Melee me CN momen 

WEeM Se wee mene imc m in meow etme | tel 
VOTO Ne Mele em rare Ney Oe a NER Cee (ee cial 
into close proximity. 

WATS AO Me CUR Cee ln di Mem Me mm O Nata h Cen 
pastor, John Robinson, urged patience and 
co-operation. This was no small ask, given that 
Ewe eh elCoeea nah eee | 
of self-righteousness, self-imposed exclusion, and 
God-given exceptionalism, which they believed set 
Mate eetel ocd |e Ve MUSOU MN Oem St CocTM Ble lMM are mela iaraal 
of the rest of the world. 
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On 6 September 1620, the Mayflower made 
its third and final departure from England on “a 
prosperous wind.” It was a wind that the Pilgrims 
TO O0 MOV O0 aM COMO Cayo it mee N On Lend TUONO Oe Ll OB 
passengers began to suffer seasickness. Few had 
travelled extensively, knew what their voyage 
entailed or had a decent enough grasp of geography 
to know where they were headed. The majority 
eysfale Uma Cel OMe) N me) eave m alate ae) = ee 
as it lay between the exposed upper deck and the 
erTeeMn te) Me ae cln=Meal scm a-lunla ecm (OR alierm lm relie) 
a shanty of makeshift cabins. Sitting beneath the 
Iai WIN PORTO EM ONO eRe ocl Coe ete Ce) Cem 
TPM UOC ON MIAN ae Cee Aho Bs 
meV aa Se 

Pam aa teM aby =) (scion m ec [e0 ee) eee dec De oti re Da 
SMA Ce le ee ee 
queasy novices. The Yorkshire Separatist William 
Fie CeM Demi M Ber erie mel ase a La| 
Plantation, 1620-1644 

Ma ioe ee eee AOL meen 
one of the seamen, of a lusty, able body, which 
Vere CeC=mO TEP MOTB a pte) comy re 1hl=d sim nto sel bd eed Wire ku 
be contemning [an archaic word meaning to treat 
contemptuously] the poor people in their sickness, 
EValé ales iel sm earone mart MN b Nd pmede (eae) EM oe (lel e-| ae) ie 
and did not let to tell them, that he hoped to help 
cast half of them overboard before they came to 





“On 6 September 
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itt OU RTO ROR eh Ccm nt eR maT Vd erL 
ete 

IM elew a nltae UM es tee- 00 C8) Oe te em Oe eit 
of smug satisfaction when this particular not-so- 
Tite CslN MUTI A sd Me ON OO OL Te Ane) 
EMSC M SN ee O eM TPM OP MINTS (Ib MOT Cem ae Tn 
William Butten): 

“It pleased God before they came half seas over," 
recalled Bradford in his memoir, “to smite this 
young man with a grievous disease, of which he 
died in a desperate manner, and so was himself the 
first that was thrown overboard. Thus his curses 
Unie Cea raat 

Hammered by western gales that flung the 
ship so violently that leaks had to be desperately 
ie) bret =la Re ORV Me Scie eee eee eee) 
aces ae ee eee nee 
roaring Atlantic, Jones had the Mayflower ‘lie ahull’. 
The sails were furled, everything on deck was tied 
ae PMO MMi PRG MO GUt tM Rem ee CmU NIM 
gently turned it leeward to bob relatively gently 
STNG ee ere e re 

So deceptively tranquil did it now appear below 
decks that the indentured servant John Howard, 
sick of heaving up his guts in the gloom, elected to 
take in the sea air. Ambushed by the sudden pitch 
ME am RN Elm steel emo ment aT 
SUSU eee OM Oe Ly Mela eee -im OR Onl ae) (| 























| Ser eer eee eee 
eV ey tae ee ae) 
Patel terete eee bes 





. 
4 
cl 
° | 
— 


depths had his hands not found the topsail halyard 

the rope used to raise and lower the topsail 
trailing in the water. With the manic strength of 
someone determined to live, Howard clung to the 
Tope even as it dragged him ten feet or more below 
the waves, until he was pulled back on board. 

Nonetheless, the raging storm caused some 
dissent among the crew. Now over halfway into 
their voyage, some felt they had earned enough to 
turn back, rather than gamble on the full payment 
and die a watery death. In the end, Jones held firm, 
and assured them of their safety: 

"In examining of all opinions,” wrote Bradford, 
"the master and others affirmed they knew the 
ship to be strong and firm underwater; and for the 
buckling of the main beam, there was a great iron 
screw the passengers brought out of Holland, which 
would raise the beam into its place: which was 
done. The carpenter and master affirmed that with 
a post put under it, set firm in the lower deck, and 
other ways bound, he would make it sufficient. And 
as for the decks and upper works they would caulk 
[seal] them as well as they could, and though with 
the working of the ship they would not long held 
firm, they would be safe as long as they did not 
over-stress her with sails." 

The plan had been to land in Northern Virginia, 
which at that time extended north as far as the 








THE VOYAGE OF THE MAYFLOWER 
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“Jones sailed carefully, tracking the depth with 
a weighted line and following the long, 
sandy shore" 


Hudson River, but after duelling both the Westerlies 
and the Gulf Stream - both unknown to mariners 
in the T/th century, but both contributing to the 
two-month passage by reducing the Mayflower's 
speed to an average of two knots (two miles per 
hour) - they were wide of their course. With only 
rudimentary means of navigation - a compass 

and a cross stick, which calculated north-south 
positions alone - Jones was unsure just how far 
they had wandered. 

Disease was skittering between the decks like a 
rat, festering in the damp, confined quarters for lack 
of fresh produce and decent sanitation. Jones knew 
they had to put ashore soon. Finally sighting land 
on 9 November after 65 days at sea, the passengers 
clustered on the upper deck to blink in woozy 
wonder at the shoreline of the Cape Cod peninsula. 

“The appearance of it much comforted us,” wrote 
Bradford, “especially seeing so goodly a land, and 
wooded to the brink of the sea. It caused us to 


rejoice together, and praise God that had given us 
once again to see land.” 

With no charts in his possession that showed the 
waters south of Cape Cod, Jones sailed carefully, 
tracking the depth with a weighted line and 
following the long, sandy shore. With the wind 
finally at their back and ushering them onwards, 
the ship's master was hopeful of making good time 
to the mouth of the Hudson. 

At around lpm, as they reached the 
southernmost tip of Cape Cod, the tide began to 
turn against them, the wind dropped and the water 
with it, leaving the Mayflower at the mercy of the 
treacherous Pollock Rip. A shifting maze of sand, 
shoals and shipwrecks between Cape Cod and 
Nantucket Island, it looked as though they would 
have to spend the night embraced in its “dangerous 
shoals and roaring breakers," until at last, just as the 
Sun began to set, the wind finally began to pick up 
in the south. 





| 











PILGRIMS 


















The Mayflower is one of the most famous ships 
associated with English maritime history. After 
successfully transporting the Pilgrim Fathers to a 

new life in America during 1620, the Mayflower was 
often regarded as a symbol of religious freedom in 

the United States. Originally, however, it was a simple 
cargo ship that was used for the transpartation of 
mundane goods - namely timber, clothing and wine, 
While statistical details of the ship have sadly been 
lost, when scholars look at other merchant ships of this 
period, they estimate that it might have weighed up to 
122,000 kilograms. It is suggested that the ship would 
have been around seven metres wide and 30 metres 
in length. 


The ship's crew lived on the upper decks. In total, 26 
men are believed to have manned the Mayflower on 
its legendary journey. The master or commander was 
Christopher Jones; he occupied the quarters situated at 
the stern of the ship. The regular crew lived in a room 
called the forecastle, which was found in the bow. 
Accommodation was cramped, unhygienic and highly 
uncomfortable, It was constantly drenched by sea water, 
and the officers on board were fortunate in that they had 
their accommodation in the middle of the ship. 

During the historic voyage, the Mayflower carried 102 
men, women and children - these Pilgrims were boarded 
in the cargo area of the ship, which was deep below deck 


The Mayflower set sail from England in the July of 1620, 
but the ship was forced to turn back twice because a 
vessel that had accompanied it began to leak water. Many 
problems affected the Mayflower and its crew during 
the voyage. There were serious threats fram 
pirates, but it was storm damage that was ae, 
to prove problematic on this journey. In 
the middle part of the expedition, severe 
weather caused damage to the wooden beam 
that supported the ship's frame. Fortunately, 
however, it was repairable. 

Several accidents also occurred, including 
the near drowning of John Howland, 
who was swept overboard : 
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Beakhead 

The beakhead is the protruding 
part ofthe foremost section of 
the ship. 






Forecastle 
Accommodation for the common 

Sailors, the men slept here when not 
working on deck. 





where the living conditions led to seasickness and disease. 





Discover what life was like on board the ship that 
took the Pilgrim Fathers to America 


but then rescued, Less fortunate was a crew member who 
died unexpectedly. Considered by all as ‘mean spirited’, his 
demise was viewed as a punishment from God. A child was 
also born during the voyage: Elizabeth Hopkins called her 
son Oceanus. 

The ship reached Cape Cod safely on 11 November 
1620, The religious community, who were hoping to start 
a Spiritual life in the New World, thanked God for their 
survival a as they anrived in the New World. 
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“The Mayflower set 
Sail from England in 
1620, but was forced 
_ to turn back twice’ 
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INSIDE THE 
MAYFLOWER 


The Mayflower was a cargo 
ship that could be divided 
into three levels, which 
included the deck with 
masts, lookout and rigging, 
and the lower decks, which 
contained the staff quarters, 
gun rooms and storage 
areas. Below this, the hold 
contained passengers. 


The hold is the deepest section of the 
ship. It was used to store cargo and 


accommodate passengers. 





THE VOYAGE OF THE MAYFLOWER| 


‘The quarters assigned to the ship's 
master, which had asecond bunk 
fora senior officer or guest. 























AT apparatus that enabled the 
sailors toraise and lower cargo 
between deck levels. 


Used for lookout and 
Navigation, the poop 
deck provided the 
sailors with a wide 
View across the sea. 


A pole that was attached to the 
tiller. It was used on T7th-century 
ships for steering purposes. 
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ao and then in physical distance from 
their homeland. When the leaders of 


| the radical Puritan splinter group that 
4 was originally known as the English 


a ! T ( hey were Separatists - first in theology, 


separatist Church concluded that their heritage and 
cultural integrity would survive only in the New 
World, they also understood that a passage across 
the Atlantic would be fraught with hardship 
Nevertheless, after a 66-day voyage of misery 
aboard the ship Mayflower, the Separatists - later 
called the Pilgrims by Wilham Bradiord, an early 
leader who left an enduring record of his people's 
experience titled History of Plimouth Plantation, 
1620-1647 - sighted land off the coast of Cape Cod 
on ll November 1620. The Mayflower anchored 


The winter of 1620-71 pushed the Pilgrims to in Provincetown harbour, Delays in their final 


departure from England had resulted in a voyage 


breaking point amid starvation, disease and wracked by seasonal gales and had brought the 


. Pilgrims to America on the cusp of winter - hardly 
the uncertainty of the future an opportune time to establish a settlement. 
Although the Virginia Company had originally 
been granted a patent for the founding of a colony 
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the “northern parts of Virginia” - the Pilgrims were 
actually far to the north. Unable to reach their 
original destination due to weather and shoals that 
impeded navigation, they determined to settle in 
Massachusetts. But before any of their company 
set foot on dry land, a political issue arose. Some 
believed that their location relieved them of 

any obligation to the Plymouth Council for New 
England, which had financed the enterprise and 
required them ta work to pay off their debt, Others 
believed they were overstepping their bounds 
without a charter to settle in Massachusetts, One 
group even threatened to leave altogether and 
strike out on its Own. 

The immediate crisis was quieted with the 
ratification of the Mayflower Compact, an 
agreement signed by 4] male passengers that 
affirmed a “civil Body Politic” that would enact 
“just and equal laws" and required “due Submission 
and Obedience”. The Compact, derived from the 
orgamisational structure of Congregational Church 
administration blended with elements of English 
common law, served as the basis for a regional 
government that lasted until 1691 when Plymouth 


became part of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
John Carver is credited with the authorship of 
the document - he was its first signatory and 
was elected the first governor of what became 
Plymouth Colony. 

While the Mayflower stood off Provincetown, 
the first Pilgrims went ashore in Massachusetts on 
13 November and set about constructing a small 
boat called a shallop to ferry supplies. Captain 
Myles Standish, the military leader, and Christopher 
Jones, captain of the Mayflower, conducted three 
expeditions in the following weeks, They stumbled 
across the graves of Native Americans, appropriated 
stashes of corn that had been left as grave offerings 
for their own use, and engaged in a brief skirmish 
with the Native Americans in early December. 
Although there were no injuries on either side, 
this ‘first encounter’ with the Native Americans 
contributed to the Pilgrims’ decision to look 
elsewhere for a suitable settlement location. 

Salling west, the Mayflower reached Plymouth 
harbour on 16 December and dropped anchor. The 
Pilgrims were not the first Europeans to arrive in 
the area. Captain John Smith, famed as the leader 
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of the Jarmestown expedition in Virginia, had 
named the region New Plymouth in 1614, and other 
European explorers had preceded him there. The 
Native American Wampanoag Nation had inhabited 
the area that came to be known as New England 
for 10,000 years before the first white men arrived, 
and when traders, fishermen and adventurers 
mingled with them they introduced European 
diseases. Apparently, around 1619 a terrible 
epidemic, probably smallpox, had decimated the 
local Native American population of the Patuxet 
tribe. Their once thriving settlement was now 
abandoned. However, the land was cleared, and 
that would facilitate the eventual planting of crops. 
Fresh water sources were also nearby. 

On 21 December 1620, the first Pilgrims came 
ashore at Plymouth and chose this high ground, 
later named Cole's Hill, for their own settlement. 
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2 PILGRIMS 


At Fort Hill, a short distance away, a cannon 
Was positioned for defensive purposes. The only 
immediate provisions and shelter remained aboard 
the Mayflower, and most of the Pilgrims decided it 
was best to stay there during the early construction 
of dwellings and a storehouse on the land. Time 
was of the essence as the approaching winter 
promised to take its toll. Compounding the urgency 
was the simple fact that months aboard the vessel 
had left the voyagers weak and malnourished. 
Many of them suffered from scurvy. 

Bad weather plagued the construction effort, 
but at least 20 men remained ashore each night 
to safeguard the work that had been completed. 
The structures were built of watthe and daub, a 
technique of woven wooden strips covered ina 
mixture of animal dung, mud, clay, sand and straw. 


The first structure completed was a common house, 


which required two weeks of arduous labour. 
Seven of the company had already died, including 
sradford's wife, Dorothy, who fell overboard from 
the Mayflower and drowned. Eventually, two rows 
of houses were completed, and centuries later, the 
road between them was named Leyden Street in 
reference to the Pilgrims’ time in the Netherlands, 


A governor's house and wooden stockade were 
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erected later. At first, only a platform was Built on 
Fort Hill to support a single cannon, but by the 
end of December five more heavy guns had been 
brought ashore and manhandled up the slope. 

While the winter of 1620-21 was by no means 
the harshest experienced in New England, it was 
potent enough to claim numerous lives among 
the weakened Pilgrims, sailors and ‘strangers’ 
labourers indentured to the Virginia Company 
(succeeded by a royal charter for the Plymouth 
Council for New England in November 1620) who 
were obliged to tolerate the Pilgrims’ strict religious 
customs and leadership in exchange for eventual 
freedom in the New World. 

During the first winter, +6 of the original 102 
Pilgrims had succumbed to the ravages of the 
voyage, communicable disease or malnutrition. 

Of the 18 adult Women among them, 13 perished 
during the first winter, and another died in the 
spring. A year after landing, only four adult women 
were left alive, and only 53 members of the entire 
company had survived to see the start of the new 
season. Many of the men whose construction skills 
had been counted on to build the dwellings and 
structures that would allow supplies to be offloaded 
from the Mayflower and the pitiful Pilgrims to 


leave the ship for good were so sick that they were 
unable to work. 19 buildings had been planned 
during the winter, but only seven hames and four 
storage houses were completed. The death toll 
would undoubtedly have been greater had Standish 
not plundered the Natives’ corm stores, but this 
action would bring its own tepercussions later on. 

Bradford wrote of the woeful times and then 
related a startling event. On 16 March 1621 he wrote: 
“A certain Indian came boldly amongst them and 
sooke to them in broken English, which they could 
well understand, but marvelled at it.” The Indian 
was Samoset, a prominent member of the Abenaki 
tribe, who had been acquainted with some of those 
early European traders and fishermen and had 
learned their language. He spoke to the Pilgrims of 
another Native American, 5quanto, who was the 
sole survivor of the Patuxet epidemic, and arranged 
a meeting with Massasoit, chief of the Pokanoket 
tribe, and the Wampanoag Nation. 

Six days later, Somoset returned with Massasoit 
and several other members of his tribe, along with 
squanto, Although shortly after their arrival in 
Massachusetts, Standish and his men had fired on 
Native Americans, several of Massasoit's people 
had been killed by English sailors during an earlier 








encounter, and Squanto had been kidnapped by 
Englishman Thomas Hunt and enslaved for a time 
in England before returning in 1619 with explorer 
Robert Gorges, the parties overcame their initial 
suspicions and distrust. 

Govermor Carver and Massasoit exchanged gifts 
and soon concluded a treaty that intended peace 
and mutual aid in the event that either people were 
attacked. The agreement, approved on 1 April 1621, 
even provided for the punishment of transgressors 
who might commit crimes against the others. 
Bradford noted that the treaty specified "that when 
their men [Massasoit's warriors] came to them [the 
Pilgrims], they should leave their bows and arrows 
behind them’. 

Squanto served as an interpreter between the 
Pilgrims and the Native Americans, and he helped 
to ensure the survival of the Europeans during 
their early months in America. He introduced them 
to agricultural methods such as planting corn with 
two small fish to serve as fertiliser. He told them of 
the best locations for fishing and where they were 
most likely to hunt successfully. After four months 
on station off the coast of Massachusetts, the 
Maytlower finally set sail for England, leaving the 
Pilgrims behind in their new home. 


WINTER OF DESPERATION 


Native friendship fostered the stabilisation of 
the Plymouth Colony - had their initial encounter 
been hostile, it is unlikely the Pilgrims could have 
withstood an armed assault. Squanto further 
assisted in the establishment of the fur trace. 
Within days of the Mayflower's departure, 
Governor Carver fell ill while working in his garden 




















and died. Bradford was elected to succeed him, 
and by the autumn of 1621 the settlement was 
reaping its first harvest, overcoming cruel adversity 
and suffering to achieve its first measure of 
permanence. Although great challenges remained, 
the Pilgnms had established their foothold in the 
New World. 


Captain Myles Standish and 
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THE JOURNEY OF SQUANTO 


One of the earliest Native Americans to get to know Europe, Squanto 
found his way back to Massachusetts 


Vale ners mallee Le 
known popularly by the diminutive Squanto, are 
unknown, he is believed to have been born around 
bets, Wit ih )e mee) gC oe 
kidnapped around 1614 by English explorer Thomas 
nie mete emcee ae) er eRe] 
a group of Roman Catholic monks. He escaped to 
eee TACO RSTO ee tT OL 
te his home five years later as a guide for explorer 
Robert Gorges. When Squanto arrived at the site of 
the Patuxet settlement, he found devastation. All of 
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Squanto demonstrates the 
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epidemic of disease, and Squanta was the last of 

his people. TUL STuL AM mee (Or NLCe CeCe a 
Sea ors ee gee le ar eT] 
assistance as the colonists sought to survive the 
difficult winter of 1620-21, He was so esteemed that 
USER te me M Eee Ra | Meee Le 
by a rival Indian tribe Captain Myles Standish organised 
an expedition to secure his freedom. Squanto died of 
“Indian fever” in 1622, aged about 40, while guiding 
ERO eae ele Cem an Mae 1a ne 
Felgen ese cS 
his death a5 4 “great loss”. 
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The colony needed to grow, but the unexpected 
arrival of newcomers to Plymouth brought a storm of 
uncertainty, hardships and disorder 


Sy Oe Written by Frances White SSS SS] 4 


64 


yp had certainly not been an easy one. 
Those who had managed to survive 
had endured a difficult journey, a 


= 


t a I 1 ( he first year of the Plymouth Colony 


A helhish winter, tense encounters with 


the locals and a severe lack of resources. They had 
managed to survive, but it had not been easy. With 
the second winter swiftly approaching and with 
heavy memories of the cost of the last one, the 
men and women of the colony were in desperate 
need of help and resources. However, 
what arrived on the shore in the 
November of 1621 was anything 
but expected. 

The colony was surprised 
and unprepared when the 
Fortune, a much smaller 
ship than the Mayflower, 
arrived on their shore, The 
Pilgrim Fathers had tecerved 
no warning that another 
vessel was due to arrive so the 
appearance of the Fortune likely 
filled them with mild optimism and 
trepidation. They urgently needed resources, and 
more hands were always appreciated. However, 
to the colonists’ disappointment the ship carried 
very few supplies. Instead they had many more 
mouths to feed and bodies to house in their already 
strained colony. 

35 new settlers arrived on the Fortune. Luckily, 
most of them were young men who could quickly 










Community 
tensions in New 
England started as 
OMe BO A eevee Ne) 
the second wave of 
colonists aboard the 
Fortune in 1621 


be put to work. Many of them were known to 
the colonists, which likely helped from keeping 
the welcome too hostile, but the situation was 
anything but ideal. Led by Robert Cushman, the 
Leiden agent in London for the Mayflower, most of 
the passengers were from London but three were 
from Holland. As far as historical records can tell 
us, only one of the passengers was a woman - Mrs 
Martha Ford, who gave birth to a son soon after her 
arrival, Perhaps somewhat surprisingly, many 
of the passengers were not seeking 
treedom from religious persecution, 
and were actually not religious 
at all. With the arrival of the 
Fortune, single men now 
greatly outnumbered the 
eligible females of the 
colony - Plymouth now had 
66 eligible men and only 
l6 women. However, many 
of these new settlers went on 
to become notable figures for 
the colony and American history, 
including Philip Delano, one of whose 
descendants was no other than later US President 
Franklin D Roosevelt. 

The arrival of the Fortune could have actually 
gone much worse. Initially the vessel lingered on 
the tip of Cape Cod, causing great alarm to the 
Native Americans who bebeved it could be a hostile 
French ship. The colony in turn were so worried 
about the chance of attack that they loaded the 
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For the passengers on board, however, the 
faite} e) Pre )UN SUIT ee) eee Lu ee ost a) 
were prepared for the bleak and barren shoreline 
they observed from the deck as they travelled 
FRO CRM G LTC mC elma 
fe) ASLO RUNS IMA THOR MO tri em Oe tea om ves ee 
foreboding and desolate landscape. 

It was no better when they set foot onshore. 
Ghee eee semen mallee) (arc eee Dp emt a mee) ne aCe) ar 
the new colonists began to panic. Their worries 
emt (oem an hme MOTUS) ee RNB Nicoll 
that they wanted to re-embark and leave. The 
crew managed to talk them out of such a dramatic 
Fran HAMS T Eee Tele elle aCe h 
SM ORO RO Riek DAI CeCe 
colony governor, recorded the depressing conditions 
observed by the newcomers: “So they were landed; 
but there was not as much as biscuit-cake or 
FV MS Om eee) |B omen ON ian mR emmy 
eens Me Cima) eN cee OR MNT NN SMO ey em Reta e 
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“Upon observing the shabby state of the 
colony, the crew of the Little James feared 
they had been fooled" 


. 


many cloathes..." Suffice it to say, neither the colony 
nor the settlers themselves were pleased with the 
developments. The Plymouth Colony especially 
weren't happy that Thomas Weston, who initially 
BP OTeD ere Me bon Teac en ae kd 
Tad ee EL Dm eee tens) ss 8 

een o ANON ea me Oe mecca ems Ce mre 
Ave) citar ee) Cemee) en ieBe ime eee el sne nme) mE 
mind for the Fortune carried an additional piece of 
cargo: a letter from the Merchant Adventurers. The 
organisation was furious that the colony had not 
sent goods back with the Mayflower - goods that 
pe leM el ee celpnic see) icsim ant =Mly (cen etn ae Cah =] 8 ancy 
financially supported their venture. To keep the 
ESA O Tre 1NCe UO OR) CMe OEE eR BET Ge meal 
fe COR Ree eRe eee mele ee) 
England, which was enough to keep the colonists 
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owed. However, like almost everything for the 
Ve ee Re ee eclteee Malm ae edbie ls 
was captured on its return journey by the French. 
DD eum ete) One Oee TOM eRe ow Bele ee cnr Dace 
carried none of its cargo and the colony's debt grew. 

However, the colonists had more pressing 
concerns than the repayment of their debt. The 


cs 












Se MOE Rea sine Tees awn eee lal 
to deal with this influx of new people. As they 
were unprepared for the arrival, there was no 
accommodation available for the newcomers in the 
little colony. Bradford had no choice but to make do 
with what he had, dividing the passengers among 
an oeea td Tee i ae ek 
putting some of them into the public 
ie] WN Caen cMe ET ehtme) a el eam placer Dente 
SUI) N CoB ie MATRON elem Sine 

OUR R Cela mid ltl =Mae nella leah 
were nothing short of uncomfortable, but 
it was the shortage of food that was most critical. 
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RI Cas rahe ADT e Merc Ames aCe) aS ee 
of corm would only keep them fed for six months. 
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the next one easier, but now they were almost The conditions the 


newcomers had 


back to square one. The newcomers, for all their eae Beli wa . 
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unfortunate timing, quickly agreed to the half aren ale 
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Weston, despite the disappointment, had 
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served as governor of the colony Pe 
for approximately 30 years As 
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from London to Plymouth. 140-ton supply ship the 
VAD mes) OWA es Ome TOMTOM ne ecto 8 eco ee) LO 
July 1623. Smaller 44-ton pinnace the Little James 
artived a week or so later, carrying much-needed 
cargo. Between them, the two ships carried 96 new 
settlers - a significant number for the Plymouth 
Oe) e ree Re MO owe Re Concern ela 
Te@s le Ele Me lem CML ROnO Male el CG TOMB ONan Comal CS 
Alice, as well as Patience and Fear, William and 
Mary Brewster's daughters. 

PVN eer eee eae ee ee 
passengers, the Anne and its crew did not intend 
to stay for long. The ship planned to return to 
cargo shipping, and almost immediately the crew 
paeR TOM Cen es e@ MiNi Me Malti nM nerh ye me) Sines T ata 
whatever else they could find. In a matter of days 
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colony to be used for fishing, cargo and military 
service under the command of its novice captain 
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envisioned to be hugely beneficial to the colony, 
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THE FIRST TRADING POST 
Finding resources in the New World 


The Plymouth Colony knew the importance of beans and corn supplied by the Natives were also 
trade and that the lack of it was slowing down their important resources for the colonists. The trading 
development. However, in 1627, seven years after the post was 50 vital that it was staffed and maintained 
colony was first established, the Aptucxet trading post all year round by colonists. The success of the trading 
was built. Approximately 20 miles south of Plymouth, post encouraged the Dutch colonists based in New 
the post was based on the Manamet River on upper Amsterdam (modern-day New York) to also trade 
Cape Cod. with the Pilgrims. As the colony grew, so did their 

This time, they wanted to establish something trading aspirations, and the Aptucxet trading post was 
more permanent to encourage frequent trade with followed in 1633 by the Mettenque trading post, based 
the Wampanoag Native Americans - a fur trade to in Windsor Locks, Connecticut, and also the Cushnoc 
repay the debts they owed the Adventurers. The Trading Post in Maine. 


This replica of the trading post 
eet Um Ce me de 
Aptucxet Tracing Post Museum 


_ 


- a i 


_2 
pm hie | ar a 
Ce 


3 r a 
fie, a: 


_ 
‘ ty 


OY | 


yh NY = 


+ I | . 5 : A = 7 = 4 i i 
re I E - : - I TR 
ee Se > 2 NF. i ' 


PILGRIMS 


{| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


= = a. ua 


faa! 


ST 


nM 


(I 


rr 


‘' 
ull 


ie | 


an 


NN 


i] 


nM ‘iy 
Ta 


i } 


| 
/ 
y 


\ 


i Ki! 
q I] , 
a 
(il = 
Fil = 


4. } HW 


a cr 
att 


Nt 


ny 


Py 


wi 


man 


] m 
Mm 


| 
ayy) 


a CN 


A" 
mn 


| | 


Ree el ee 
ee RU h mere ee na) a 
iLL Cee Tere ye) Me eM ah bd 





a eR 
a a a . . - = —— 
el eps = fe ee , oe a. - or 
"lee i Fr ae Fi ts - = WI 
' = " ita Oe | 
. xe 4 I | an 
= i # tl ron aw, “i 
e . ' Dail j.72 - # hae 
- 2 F : aif : rt 
= a 7 5 a - E ‘a 
J x zi ae ty aa , 
== Se ante ‘ cf ie | 


ay ode 


irs 


ra RAE 
‘ae iG a ee 
Ne 


se Lt 


my) LNT 
iN hh Ms HH 
fi il MN f 


1 
rT Hn ‘ 


mi 





eis ERs oe ee ee 
tearm Aes FI i re 
i * a aa ; b 
‘i ees ' 
1) a ; i 
, a 
oo Bees 


ee mia 3 
eae 


= wk 
i : 


but, as usual, things didn't go exactly as planned. 
Years later Bradford would comment: “I fear the 
ELAM tee MOlCd MOL ae Reem Menthe wt OE 
she had ill success.” Ill success was a very mild way 
SHAS Teele 

The biggest problem with the Little James 
was that the ship's crew had agreed to spend six 
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trading. The investors (the Merchant Adventurers) 
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forth. However, like many who ventured to this 
new ‘promised land’, what they found there was 
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“Little James sat in Plymouth harbour for the 
winter of 1623 in near freezing conditions, 
with the crew barely able to survive on small 
rations and no alcohol" 
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between trades. Bradford worked tirelessly to calm 
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manage, but it came at great personal financial cost, 
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Adventurers. 
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situation as hopeless, while Bradford and the colony 
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were in desperate need of any help they could get. 
Se ocae ele eM ten loea tO leg ee OT ee 
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almost nothing. The ship didn't have the quality 
SC leBUe ee MAN MOMs Re lem Ncw bebe els 
furs, and the market was dominated by prosperous 
Dig eR eee eR N Ree ene eer eree Same ie 
for the Natives. To add to the problems, the ship 
also got caught in a gale and lost the grip of its 
anchors. The company had to refit the vessel 
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PILGRIMS 


anew mast, anchors and rigging. Little James 

sat in Plymouth harbour for the winter of 1623 

in near freezing conditions, with the crew barely 
able to survive on small rations and no alcchel 

- the primary dink at the time (water was often 
unsafe). The crew quickly grew more mutinous as 
their hunger and contempt for the entire journey 
festered through the cold, dark winter. 

By the spring of 1624, while anchored at 
Pemaquid during a fishing expedition, these 
tensions finally reached a climax and the entire 
crew mutinied, threatening to destroy the ship. It 
was such a severe situation that Captain Altham 
had to journey back to New Plymouth in a small 
boat in an effort to find food for his furious crew. 
Working with the Pilerim Edward Winslow, they 
managed to pull together some bread and peas 
but when they returned they discovered that the 
boat had been wrecked by a storm, drowning the 
master and two crewmen 

With their own hatred for the entire journey 
fresh, the crew, led by Fell and Stephens refused 
to save the ship. However the masters of other 
vessels in the port offered to help if Bradford paid 
thern in beaver skins. Bradford agreed and they 
managed to haul the ship to safety. The repairs 
to the Little James came at great expense to the 
company and by the time it was seaworthy again, 
the investors and Bradford himself had all become 
very frustrated with the entire situation. The ship 
that had been intended to be a great boon to their 
colony had instead been a costly curse. Eager to 
be rid of it once and for all, Bradford sent the 
Little James and its mutinous crew 
back across the ocean to England. 

But the Little James’ bad 
luck continued - Fell and 
stephens abandoned it in 
the River Thames and sued 
the Adventurers and the 
colony for lack of wages, 
conveniently ignoring the 
fact that they themselves 
had mutinied and refused to 
save the ship. It was eventually 
seized by the Admiralty Court 
and by the trading season of 1625 it 
was seaworthy again, Likely much to Bradford's 
chagrin, the Little James returned to the Plymouth 
Colony to carry furs back to England to settle the 
colony's growing debt of £1,300. The cargo was 
loaded and sent on its way, but Bradford probably 
should have taken the cursed ship as an ill-omen 
- while sailing through the English Channel, the 
Little James was seized by pirates and all of its 
Precious cargo was taken. 

The whole experience with the Little James had 
been an unmitigated disaster. The problem was 
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their sponsors is 
likely to have led to the 
colonists’ distrust and 
hatred of English 
oversight 
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that the Pilgrims’ harvest was actually better than 
ever, and for once they were experiencing a little 
prosperity. However, their trade was struggling 
because of their lack of transport to take goods to 
England. The chance the Little James offered was 
great, and the disasters that surrounded it hurt the 
Pilerims greatly, setting them back years in their 
development of the colony, especially in regards to 
trade. The Pilgrims had no choice but to 
send furs to England in very small 
quantities, and their much-needed 
growth in trade was slow, 

The results from the Anne 
were also not entirely positive. 
Lots of the passengers 
on board the ship were 
unprepared for the harsh 

reality of life on the frontier 
and many of them returned to 
England within the year. Most of 
the passengers who remained were 
unwilling to integrate into the colony - 
they insisted that the Adventurers’ had promised 
them they would either settle in a new community 
or “be free from the bonds by which the Plymouth 
colonists were enslaved". That basically meant they 
wouldn't be burdened by the heavy debt the colony 
owed the company. In order to keep the colonists 
happy, they were given land near Eel River that was 
known as Hobs Hole, It became Wellingsley, about 
a mile away from Plymouth Rock. 
The usefulness of the new colonists was mixed. 
Bradford stated that some of them were beneficial 
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GROWTH OF 
A NATION 


Although trade was important for growth, 4 steady 
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another ship arrived in Plymouth in September 1623 
Ree eR nite eR -iad) tame (enh 
Sea me ee ai ele eae 
In March 1624, another boat landed at Plymouth 
carrying not only settlers, but the colony's first cattle 
While the colony did have chickens, pigs and goats 
before, the three heifers and bull would be vital to its 
development. In August 1629, another vessel arrived, 
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New World must have been less daunting as ships 
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that in ten years, the population had almost tripled. 
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faster as the years passed, with approximately 2,000 
by 1643 and a massive 7,000 by 1691, 


Although Plymouth was the first colony, 
eee eee ee ead 
eee 


people who went on to serve the colony well 


including the wives and children of men already there. 
However, the leader also grew increasingly frustrated 
by the number of ne 


weomers who were completely 


unprepared and unfit for the hardship that came with 
living in a new settlement. 


It's clear to see that Bradford wasn't being dramatic 
as Robert Cushman, a Leiden agent based in London, 
wrote a letter of apology to Bradford saying, “It 
Breeveth me to see s0 weake a company sent you, and 
yet had I not been here they had been weaker.” It is 

clear to see now why so many of the early arrivals to 
the colony seemed to disappear - they simply couldn't 
handle the hardship and were sent back to England 
Gaining a new life in America was anything but 
easy. But through the tribulations, the bad luck, and 


even through the deaths, the colony was slowly but 
surely gro 


wing. What would ultimately become the 
United States would be built on the sheer will and 
determination of their key resource - people. 
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Finally settled in the New World, ——we 





, best known for its witch trials in the 1690s. 
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given a plot of land each and stretched their way along the 
= — || Massachusetts coastline. Some of these people moved to 
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Plymouth for the winter, However, soon they demanded 
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own church. It was incorporated in 1637. 








Meat Neesmm — ‘iptlicxet 


Aptucxet, Cape Cod 
The Pilgrims’ first trading house was built at Aptucxet on the 
southwestern side of Cape Cod. The location was chosen thanks 
[Capea Bo wes (Cass ee ODO Peele Bee Se Bee cL Soka em ee 
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they began to look elsewhere, The trading house was 
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the settlers set foot on North American soil for the first time. This was where 
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went in search of sites that could be good to settle. , 








Provincetown 


Plymouth 


2. MAKING A MARK 


Po prece tiie 
Perhaps the town that the Pilgrims are most associated 
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THE EXPANSION OF PLYMOUTH COLONY 





Between 1621 and 1640, the Plymouth Colony expanded 
with the founding of numerous settlements and 
struggled for economic viability 
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winter, the Pilgrims persevered. Life 
continued literally in the shadow of 
( ‘a death. The company was originally 
divided into 19 households, and each 
of these was assigned a lot eight feet wide and 50 
feet deep. Homes were constructed as and when 


eB [ espite the difficulties of their first 


labourers were able to work. 

To conceal the severity of their losses from the 
Native Americans, whim they knew little about, the 
Pilgrims buried their dead at night, levelling their 
graves and quickly covering them with corn seed 
to hide them. Although there was sometimes vocal 
dissent, Pilgrim leader William Bradford wrote that 
these objections were overcome “by the wisdom, 
patience, and just and equal carnage of things by 
the Governor ohn Carver] and better part, which 
clave faithfully together in the main.” 

When the Mayflower prepared to sail for England 
in April 1621, the captain offered to transport 


any person back to the mother country free of 
charge. Reportedly there were no takers. This 
may be interpreted variously as their dread of 
another passage across the untamed expanse of 
the Atlantic, the reselution of those Pilgrims who 
remained to see the enterprise through to success, 
or a combination of the two, 

succeeding Carver as governor and subsequently 
re-elected numerous times, William Bradford 
was the dominating political force in Plymouth 
Colony for a generation. The governor and the 
General Court levied taxes and dispensed the law, 
punishing petty criminals or offenders with fines. 
The first execution in English North America tool 
place in 1630 when John Billington was found 
guilty of murder and publicly hanged. 

By the autumn of 1621, the 53 Pilgrims who 
survived the early winter ordeal and nearly 100 
Native Americans led by Massasoit, chief of the 
Pokanoket tribe and principal of the Wampanoag 
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“The governor and the General Court levied 


taxes and dispensed the law, punishing 
petty criminals with fines” 
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in the Netherlands. However, they brought no 
provisions and increased the strain on the already 
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1622, the Sparrow brought seven representatives of 
ante Lane pete) R he lead Cem ue nn ted bn ee eet 
to the Virginia Company, whose mission was to 
establish a new settlement. The Sparrow was 
OMe SAM OOC IMT eRe T Cee emote! 
ee IMO MOM Mn Ve OM CNN C eM Ole GU ImTOO (eltielelae| 


a Village named Wessagussett, near present-day 
Weymouth, Massachusetts. The Wessagussett 
settlement failed primarily due to starvation 
and the antagonistic relationship of its settlers 
with the Native Americans. The situation led to a 
ORV et mesa Ne (COMMUN CMC mA Cocwele Tele) O melee in rsme! 
aurea U nse MOntese mice rem ecesel om lM ome N ON ice: Talc 
After spending the months of July and August 
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area, About this time Chief Massasoit had become 
gravely ill. After he was nursed back to health 
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Wessagussett village was brewing. When Governor 
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colonists, turning 
them against the 
Pilgrims 
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he dispatched Standish and a contingent of 
Plymouth militia to deal with the threat. 

RPC ANCE Te Seem hee ee Pele eee 
Nevertheless, he treacherously lured five of the 
leaders of the belligerent Native Americans into a 
house with the promise of a meal of pork. Once 
inside, the men were set upon and two of them 
CSCC CeO MON ecm ell ames Li 
had been an imposing figure. Physically large, 
he was said to have previously taunted Standish 
because the latter was a short man. He had also 
bragged of murdering French sailors who had 
survived a shipwreck sometime earlier. 

TRAM ATi etmele POOR MOCO Meare Te mn hs 
deceitful assault, ten of the original 60 settlers of 
iret (4s Oe Oe cele Ode) Mele Tate CW) n eva 
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Most of the survivors returned to Plymouth or 
NUS OES AMOR COM UTM N MC HLm BD en Tn em Ce) 
England. Three men were either captured or had 
lived for a while among Natives of their own 
volition. These three were murdered in apparent 
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reprisal for the ‘Standish Incident’. These events 
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Americans, these former economic partners were 
BORGO tAN Ci ee eee Aedes ae hm Ce) ese 
centres, causing an unintended financial hardship 
for Plymouth. 

The town of Hull was soon established on the 
Nantasket Peninsula in 1622 originally named 
STereice emt lae ees Ne vee lel mk enre Nama Tal 
built a small trading post to service the area. In 
July 1623, the ships Anne and Little James brought 
SISO Melee tle Cee UT eee De ene mf 
these passengers belonged to two distinct groups. 
One had previously struck an agreement with the 
Virginia Company for passage unencumbered by 
the indenture of the original Pilgrims to work and 
communally pool their products for shipment to 
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traded with Native Americans, 
Pm Ceo and the Fortune 
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A. VOYAGE OF MISFORTUNE 


The Pilgrims’ failed attempt to pay their debts 


One year after the Mayflower anchored at the future 
site of Plymouth Colony, the ship Fortune arrived 
with 37 more settlers. Remaining offshore for only 
about three weeks, the Fortune was mace ready to 
sail on the return voyage to England and set out on 
13 December 1621. Her holds were loaded with £500 
worth of goods, including furs, timber and other 
commodities, for delivery to the Plymouth Council 
for New England in London in partial payment for 
the debt that was owed in exchange for the Pilgrims’ 
original passage. 
The Fortune's voyage was uneventful until 
the ship neared its destination. Rather than 





open arms of the New World. This group carried a 
letter from 13 of the Virginia Company's merchant 
investors, and the request was honoured. They 
were given land a mile south of Plymouth Rock 

in an area known as Hobs Hole near the mouth 

of the Eel River, and the settlement was later 
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collection of individuals that were either unsuitable 
for the rigours of life in America or that decided 
within a year of arrival to return to England. 
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Cape Ann and founded the town of Salem around 
cP ieee lee. Mb omn en Or nl DT 
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a group of dissenters amid the unfolding of two 
major events related to the Puritan way of life, 
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John Robinson had long served as spiritual leader 
oyu sme Sar bes lei OED Ce ee Ean ee ean ee) me Be 
doctrine that the followers embraced and serving 
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sailing into the English Channel, a navigation error sent 
the vessel toward the coastline of hostile France. The 
Fortune was captured by a French warship and its 
Valuable cargo confiscated. Robert Cushman, who had 
negotiated the original deal with the Virginia Company 
for the Pilgrims’ passage, was held in a prison on shore 
while the crew was held under guard aboard ship. The 
French detained the Fortune and her company for 13 
days, and the unfortunate ship did not reach London 
until 17 February 1622. The loss of the valuable cargo 
was a major setback for the Pilgrims in the 

repayment of their debt, as they still had to 

pay off their sponsors. 
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they had intended to build? 
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strict religious perspective, arrived in Plymouth. 
However, several letters Lyford wrote to leaders of 
AONE CONS) OTe mn ce eee 
was confronted as to his true intentions regarding 
the Separatist cause. Lyford was banished from 
Plymouth after it was revealed that he'd been 
Sethe ON cee OM ae) enim Une Brel inl Myre 
to return to the Anglican Church and even leave 
Plymouth Colony for England. Several of his 
associates were subjected to harsh punishment 
and also expelled from the Plymouth Colony. 
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with settlers commissioned to revive the already 
failed colony at Weymouth. In 1629, a ship named 
the Mayflower (not the famous 1620 passage 
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vessel), in company with the Lyon, reached Salem, 
and another 35 settlers made the final leg of 
their journey to Plymouth over land. In 1630 the 
Handmaid brought 60 more settlers 

By 1624, the population of the colony had grown 
to 124, and in 1637 it totalled 549, Over the next 
20 years, nine new towns were founded within 
the colony. However, in 1630 the neighbouring 
Massachusetts Bay Colony had also been founded 
under the leadership of Governor John Winthrop. 
In time, the growth of Plymouth would slow, 
eclipsed by the influx of settlers to the northern 
settlements. The first group of 1,000 Puritans who 


came to the New World with Winthrop under a 






charter from the Massachusetts Bay Company 
sought to reform the Protestant movement and 
the Anglican church itself within the English 
realm, unlike the Separatists who chose to remove 
themselves from it, and saw their new colony as a 
“city on a hill," its seat of government established at 
Boston, a nascent city of increasing importance. 
After early efforts to pay their debt to the 
Plymouth Council for New England through a 
communal policy that brought all goods under 
central authority and employed an economic 
policy of “from each according to his ability; to 
each according to his need," the communal system 
was dropped in 1623 due to lack of production. 


‘THE TROUBLE WITH BILLINGTONS 


Capital punishment comes to Plymouth 
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Francis and John Jr, sailed aboard the Mayflower 
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trouble began even before the Pilgrims set foot in 
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devices called squibs and discharged a musket while 
aboard ship 
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authority of Myles Standish, speaking against him 
numerous times and reportedly being punished for 
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later. Found by Native Americans of the Nauset tribe, 
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caches. In 1624, the father was implicated in a church 
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dispute. Billington was tried and hanged for the 
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Guilty of the murder of John 
Newcomen, John Billington was 
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Thereafter, the settlers were given an acre of land 
and allowed to plant and tend their own fields, 
trading surplus crops. Production increased, 

and the prosperity of the colony improved. ‘The 
following year, Edward Winslow returned to 
Plymouth from England with a patent to establish 
a fishing location at Cape Ann and the first cattle in 
the colony, three heifers and a bull 

In 1625, English lawyer and trader Thomas 
Morton and his associate Captain Richard 
Wollaston found themselves unable to remain 
in Plymouth under strict Puritan religious and 
legal authority. They founded a settlement called 
Mount Wollaston on the site of modem Quincy, 
Massachusetts. Morton and his followers soon took 
to offending the Puritan authorities with raucous 
celebrations that included the Maypole festivities, 
and attempted to establish a competing fur trade 
with the Native Americans. Myles Standish led 
a force to arrest Morton, and the offender was 
eventually sent back to England to be tried for 
illegally trading weapons with Natives. Morton later 
returned to New England and continued to criticise 
the Puritan perspective. 

At Aptucxet on the western edge of Cape Cod, 
the Pilgrims established their first trading post in 
1626. Trading with the Wampanoag people and the 
Dutch, they obtained foodstuffs and established 
a fur trade that was significant in repaying the 
debt to the Plymouth 
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Getty Frege: fie 
extinguished in 1627 allowing 
the settlers to further expand 
trade with Native tribes and 
other European enclaves. 

In 1628, a second trading 
post was established on 

the eastern shore of the 
Kennebunk River near 
present-day Augusta, Maine, 
and the following year a 
third trading post began 
operating on the Penobscot 
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River near the site of modern Castine, Maine. 
SCS ae tomer (eller Mele li elena alee inca mel 
Manianuck on the Connecticut River, the future 
tee) MON MOC ES) mL PINs 8) eee ee cee 
50on enough, however, the Puritans and 
settlers of Massachusetts Bay Colony sought to 
take advantage of the brisk trade opportunities. 
When Massachusetts Bay established its own 
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leaders of Plymouth decried the aggressive stance 
that Massachusetts Bay took against the Native 
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Massachusetts Bay and Connecticut in the New 














THE EXPANSION OF PLYMOUTH COLONY 
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England Confederation in 1643 for mutual defence 
against a growing threat as white encroachment 
PCO NaNO C mae eae 

SUNS eee ee er en 
introduction of lumber and cattle trades, but the 
English Civil War and related Puritan successes 
back home slowed the pace of immigration to New 
England, causing prices to plunge. The colony 
Sst eC Tee TOV MOM eee toh d mg TeN Meta es ce) anes 
wealth and power of Massachusetts Bay. 

During the years of population growth, the 
POO ECE hee C ane TmCas chal 
In 1627, after the agreement with the Council 
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community had ended, the colony's major assets 
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homesteads. Towns such as Duxbury, Scituate, 
Taunton, Sandwich, and Barnstable were 
incorporated during the 1620s and 1630s, The 
See eee Pes een T ee eee aT 
later became part of the colony of Connecticut. 
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Plymouth government to found the hamlet of 


Sandwich on the southwestern shore of Cape Cod. 


The population of New England grew 
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1620 and 1633. The majority of these did not 
settle in Plymouth. In 1639, Plymouth Colony and 
Massachusetts Bay established a boundary just 
over 25 miles northwest of the Plymouth town. 
The colony itself stretched from the tip of Cape 
Cod in the east beyond ‘Taunton in the west, 
toughly 81 miles, and by the mid-17th century 
Plymouth had reached its zenith. 
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Roger Conant was one of the more moderate elements among the 
original Pilgrims. He distanced himself from them even before 
Sailing for the New World, where he founded the settlement of Salem 





n1626 a company of fishermen arrived at 

the mouth of the Naumkeag River, once 
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village and trading post. The fishermen 

were English colonists from the settlement 
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one Roger Conant, an Englishman from the West 
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(which meant he dealt in a wide 
range of chemicals and preserved 









they wanted was to find somewhere quiet where 
they and their families could live, work, and pray 
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their community. 
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Company, the sponsors of the New 
- England colonies, sent another 

GN group of settlers to the same 


foods, not just salt), had arrived founder of Se ed Bear caeie 
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England, finding it fanatical, 
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Violent (friends of his were beaten 
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disagreeing with its self-appointed leaders) he 
headed north to Cape Ann. There, he came across 
ENTS mere) mk ae are Dee eee 
altercation with Plymouth Colony’s hot-tempered 
military captain, the famous Myles Standish. By 
the time Conant and his men arrived at what 
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settled down amicably - so 
amicably, in fact, that the name 
MG le tl ots eet) 
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The founders’ meaning was clear: in the midst of 
the belligerent Plymouth Colony, Conant and his 
associates had created a city of peace. 

Conant built the first house in Salem, on what 
today is Essex Street, opposite the town market. 
That no longer stands, but the home his son built 


in the nearby town of Beverly does. The Exercise 
eM Slee Cath mca ment N eRe Orla 
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a stereotypically Puritan name) bears a plaque 
paying tribute to him, saying that Roger Conant 
Seem eaten meee eae Nene ema me) (a 
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them together until the Bay Colony was founded”. 
Roger Conant died in 1669. Fortunately, he 
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the witch trials unleashed on his peaceful little 
settlement just a generation later. 
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Museum, this statue of Roger Conant is 
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often mistaken for a rather husky sorceress! 
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How Anglican Sir Edmund Andros went from being 
revered by King James II to despised by Puritans all over 
New England... 


a ee a Written by Poppy-Jay Palmer Sat —_ + 


' mn Ww) he son of the bailiff of Guernsey, 
- VW Sir Edmund Andros was born into 
his career. When his father, Amice 
il Andros, passed away in 1674, Andros 
succeeded him in his post and 
acquired their family home of Sausmarez Manor. 
However, he didn't stay in Guernsey for long: well 
connected, he was soon appointed to be 
the first proprietary governor of New 
York by James II, who at the time 
was the Duke of York. 

The impact Andros made 
in as the governor of New 
York was widely regarded 
as effective, and his actions 
were deeply praised by the 
monarchs and governments 
that appointed him. He 
was even knighted when he 
returned to England for a year in 
l677 Following his work in New York, 
Andros moved on to serve as a governor in 
the provinces of East and West Jersey, Virginia and 
Maryland. But although Andros was commended 
by some, he was condemned by others. He 
Managed to gain enemies, and several prominent 
figures even attempted to have him removed from 
public office. 

Andros’ political opponents brought a number of 
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charges against him to the Duke of York, including 


§2 










colony was 
not supposed to be 
able to pass capital 
punishment sentences 
without ratification 
of Andros’ charter 


accusing him of favouring Dutch businessmen and 
engaging in business for his own gain rather than 
in the name of the duke. The accusations wete 
enough to persuade the duke to order Andros back 
to England in 1681 to explain himself. 

The controversy surrounding Andros endured for 
the rest of his career. In 1686, Andros found himself 
appointed the governor of the Dominion 
of New England, assuming power 
as s00n as he set foot in Boston. 
He governed by himself with a 
council serving alongside him, 

which was initially made up 
of representatives from each 
of the colonies absorbed by 
the dominion. However, the 
nuisance of travel and the fact 
that travel expenses weren't 
Trermbursed meant that the 
council quickly became dominated 
by representatives from Massachusetts 
and Plymouth. 

Although he was relatively successful while 
serving in New York, Andros was met with 
hostility from the people of New England, 
for a number of reasons. To start with, New 
England's charter was being redrawn at the time 
that he was appointed governor, and so some 
things — including the right to determine capital 
punishment — were technically supposed to go 
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governor of the Dominion of 
New England when he arrived 
in Boston on 20 December 1686 
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Andros, his council, and Anglicans 
in the 1689 Boston Revolt 
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back to the English courts. This meant that the 
residents of New England weren't supposed to be 
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not without independent judicial oversight from a 
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this, some New Englanders began to rebel. 
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also made Andros less than favourable in the 
famously Puritan region. Shortly after arriving 
in Boston, he asked each of the city's Puritan 
Saige tte B I MMe tet eels ete eee) eee oe Ce 
the services of the Church of England. His requests 
were quickly rejected. Not taking no for an answer, 
he demanded the keys to Samuel Willard's Third 
Church and began to hold services there. As a 
peercib dO eam cn Ted Dee ULF eee ee 
being involved in a Popish plot. 

Andros also lost favour with Massachusetts’ 
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revenue. Upon arriving in the region, Andras’ 








council made it a priority to harmonise dominion 
and English laws, but the process took far longer 
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Andros issued a proclamation in March 

1687 that stated that all of New 
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‘Although Andros’ 
new colonial charter 
was law, some 
colonies resisted it" 
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in an attempt to bring in immediate revenue. 
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Massachusetts communities started to resist the 
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taken to Boston and imprisoned until they swore 
to carry out their duties. When finally forced to 
pay taxes, landowners all over New England were 
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Meinajs Cae ee ae 

MV FLGe Getta tem el Carcrsi Oca VCO) BOM ATMO) aig TORN OTe Tce 
was tasked with bringing New England's land title 
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rents as a result, At the time, many titles issued 
under the colonial administration in Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire and Maine suffered from form 
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England's pre-existing laws Were “many landowners’ titles were 
‘Teenie enema New England dubious, Andros’ solution to 
fae EUCO MMe) ee Cale communities the problems ended up being 
aitin Massachusetts l\i=I resisted Andros and anaes divisive. Fearing 
didn't have any laws about i ; tos ier-meetal met ate Men rvan) 

tax, and so Andros and his Ve Wie English laws that people flat-out refused to 
council created a taxation PaCS Reb) Carole) UC sre tee MCR Meee e lon 
scheme that would apply to rebelled against /-// process and viewed it as 
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people had something to say about 
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To make matters even worse, the council also 
decided to hike up the import duties on alcohol 
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they tried to resist, landowners were forced to 
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re-certify their ownership over their land, pay fees 
and become subject to quit-rent. 

Though Andros’ new colonial charter was law 
in New England, some colonies resisted it as much 
as they could. And when the news of the Glorious 
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militia he imprisoned at Castle 


Island for ten months before being 
sent back to England for a trial 





Revolution of 1688 and the overthrow of James II 

Tteached Boston, the people of New England started 

petting ideas of their own. Unwilling to put up with 
= Andros’ views and actions any longer, the colonists 

of Boston rose up against his rule, kickstarting 

what is now known as the 1689 Boston Revolution. 

Starting on 18 April 1689, a mob of provincial 

militia and citizens met at Charlestown and 


















Roxbury, boarding boats to cross the Charles 
River and marching across Roxbury's neck into 
the mainland to meet in the heart of the city. The 
mob quickly drew a crowd, arrested dominion 
officials and took Boston Anglicans into custody 
before surrounding Fort Mary, Andros’ place of 
residence. Andros was urged to surrender for his 
own safety by ex-Governor Simon Bradstreet, but 
he went against advice and attempted to escape 


“ MEETING NOW 
IN SESSION 
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of New England, Edmund Andros introduced a 
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control the area and the people that despised 
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only limited to hosting a single meeting ever year, 
but that the one meeting had to be solely for the 
purpose of electing officials for their locale. All 
other meetings held for any other reason were 
ag dm ple 

The restrictions began as a consequence of 
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the protests against the situation had begun. 
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successful as Andros had hoped they would be 
in keeping himself in his citizens’ good books. 
His political tactic backfired somewhat when the 
colonists began to protest against those as well. 
























Andros was 
appointed 
proprietary 


governor of New 


York by James 
IT, then the 
Duke of York 
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people - “no taxation without representation”. 


on the HMS Rose. His plan didn't quite work out 
though, as militia had already captured its captain 
and intercepted the ship, forcing Andros back into 
Fort Mary. After some lengthy negotiations and 
a meeting with the council, Andros was placed 
under arrest. 
At first, Andros was held under close watch 
at Fort Mary along with several other dominion 
officials, but was eventually moved to Castle 
Island, a peninsula in South Boston on the 
shore of Boston Harbour, and held under 
close watch. During his time on Castle Island 
Andros made several attempts at fleeing, but 
he was always discovered and recaptured 
Qne attempt ended with him making it all 
the way to Rhode Island after the servants 
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attempt to keep the protests at bay 


bnbed the sentnes with liquor, but he was 
discovered and returned to Castle Island 
and kept in virtual solitary confinement. 





It was also believed that he had tried to 
escape his fortress by dressing in women's 
clothing, but the story was quickly dispelled 
by Anglican minister Robert Ratcliff, who 
insisted that it was a lie created to make 


so governed his new colonies in much the same 
way. Settling at Middle Plantation, the future- 
Williamsburg, he worked towards organising 
the provincial records, promoted laws that were 
Andros seem even more odious to his people. designed to prevent slave rebellions, and attempted 
Andros was held in the milita's custody for to boost Virginia's economy, encouraging new crops 
like cotton and flax. 

In 1698, Andros was finally recalled back 
to England and resumed his post as bailiff of 
Guernsey. In 1704, he was appointed the lieutenant 
governor of the island by Queen Anne, and served 
in that position for four years hefore retiring 


ten months before being sent back to England to 
be put on trial. Much to the disgruntlement of the 
residents of New England, the Massachusetts 
agents based in London refused to sign the 
document listing the charges being held 
against Andros, He was acquitted and freed, 
and sent back to the colonies to serve as 
povernor of Virginia and Maryland. 

Though Andros had mostly been despised 


and dying in 1/14. Even now, Andros remains a 
notorious hgure in New England's history, and 
Connecticut officially excluded him from its list of 


in the colonies, he was revered in England, and colonial governors. 
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How the deadly conflict between the English and 
the French — and their respective indigenous allies — 
created a level of hysteria that influenced the tragic 
outcome of the Salem witch trials... 





fter emerging from the Franco-Dutch 
War in 1678 as the most powerful 
monarch in Europe, King Louis XIV 
of France's influence and popularity 
— —S rapidly dwindled in the years that 
followed. Not content with his new status, he made 
an attempt to pressure the Holy Roman Empire 
into bowing to his territorial claims by crossing 
the Rhine and kickstarting his third major conflict. 
The Nine Years War (1688-1697), also known as 
the War of the Grand Alliance and the War of the 
League of Augsberg, saw Louis and an army of 





soldiers take on a European coalition of the Hely 
Roman Empire made up of Spain, England, Savoy, 
the Dutch Republic and its leader, Austria. Often 
considered the first global war, the Nine Years’ War 
reached further than just Europe: North America 
was dragged into the conflict for its duration. Its 
effect on the people of New England was great, and 
even went on to play a major part in the hysteria 
that plagued the Salem witch trials. 

King Wilham's War, the North American theatre 
of the Nine Years’ War, was the first of six colonial 
wars that were fought between New England and 
New France alongside each’s indigenous allies until 
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1763, when France finally surrendered its mainland 
territories east of the Mississippi River. 

Before the start of the conflict, British and French 
settlers in America were already having issues. The 
treaties and agreements that had been made at the 
end of King Philip's War, which ran from 16/5 until 
16/8, werert being adhered to and most people 
were angry, with frontier settlements constantly 
fighting for trading rights and claims over 
territories. On top of that, no one had really known 
what the Native Americans were doing: they had 
played the English and manipulated their fears by 
making it look like they were working with the 
French, and they played the French, who thought 
they were on the side of the English. People could 
only be pushed so far, so as soon as news of the 
Nine Years’ War reached North America, the new 
war began in full force. 

With the English and their indigenous Iroquois 
allies going up agains the French and their 
Abenaki allies, King William's War suddenly 
mirrored the events of the brutal war that was 
poing on in Europe. While King William IT and 
his armies teamed up with the Netherlands in 
an attempt to stop the French from pushing back 


ee 


and expanding into more of Europe, the French 
had lost some leverage in North America. They 
had previously been in a position of power as the 
region's primary trade partners with the Iroquois, 
a mighty northeast Native American confederacy, 
but that all changed when the English arrived; their 
goods were both cheaper and of a higher quality 
than those of the French, so they swiftly gained 
the Iroquois’ favour. Both fearful and jealous of the 
English-[roguois alliance, the French began to get 
desperate. However, the English weren't the only 
ones allied with a native tribe — they were just as 
fearful of the Abenala, Native American and First 
Nation people from New England and Canada's 
Quebec and the Maritime Provences, who stood 
with France and a small number of other Native 
American groups. 

Not content with their new position of power in 
North America, the English finally decided they 
wanted to expand into Canada, much to French 


disdain. In the summer months of 1688, Enghsh : 
settlers started to head to the most northern part of e 
New England and built forts and settlements there, : 
but it wasn't long before they fell victim to brutal ‘ 

i 


attacks from their opposition. The Abenaki decided 
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to push back the line of white settlements through 
a campaign of devastating raids on villag 
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alliance and the French/Abenaki alliance continued 
victories came in 1690 when they successfully 


Iroquois forces, saw 200 soldiers attack the village 
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but neither celebrating any real victories. It looked 
like the only way forward would be to have all 
parties agree on a truce, and by November 1691] the 
Abenaki were actually tired enough to s 

with the English. However, the treaty was very 
short lived, with the Abenaki completely ignoring 
its terms by raiding the town of York, Maine, 
towards the start of 1692. 

Even with the attempt at peace the war was far 
from over, and ended up becoming nothing more 
than a bloodbath. The French won another big 
Victory in 1693 after a string of successful raids on 
various Iroquois Villages that saw the capture of 
around 300 Iroquois Indians. But after that, the 
raids and battles started to settle down for a while, 
with neither side taking any significant victornes for 
the four years that followed. 

In September 1697 the Treaties of Ryswick 
were signed in the Western Netherlands city of 
Rijswijk and the conflict between France and the 
Grand Alliance finally ended. The colonial borders 
reverted back to the status quo antebellum, as if 
nothing had happened. But even after the fighting 
had stopped, the devastating effect King William's 
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Wart had had on the people of New England, 
The War of the Grand Alliance particularly the Puritans, was apparent for years 


devastated more than just Europe Ac “a afterwards, and there is debate on how much effect 
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Though the Abenaki's primary target throughout 
King William's War had been Maine, news of 
their brutal raids spread throughout New England 
as refugees made their way to the safety of 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut 
to start new lives. Hornfying firsthand accounts 
and stories of the Native attacks from the ongoing 
conflict brought back traumatic memories of King 
Philip's War, which saw the uprising of Wampanoag 
chief Metacom (who adopted the name King 
Philip from the English). King Philip's War lasted 
for three years, and the conflict ended up being 
the greatest calamity to occur in New England 
in the 17th century. It is considered by many to 
be the deadliest war in the history of American 
colonisation. When tensions rose during King 
William's War, people became mortally terrified of 
the Indians all over again. 

It wasn't just the Abenaki that were feared as 
a result of King William's War. All Natives were 
suddenly seen as bloodthirsty beings that raided 
villages, burnt down whole towns and scalped 
the bodies of dead colonists for the sheer sake 
of it. It wasn't long before New England's Puritan 
community insisted they were working alongside 
the Devil. They were ‘savages’ on a mission from 
Satan to kill the English. 

Just before the start of the Salem witch trials, 
the war waged on, but things were looking good 
for the English. The Abenaki were making things 
difficult, and there was not much anyone could do. 
50 when the first accusers of the trials, the group 
of ‘afflicted’ girls that were thrown into fits, began 
their accusations, the way forward was clear to 
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Salem's Puritans: if the Devil couldn't be defeated 
by the soldiers that battled him on the warfront, 
they would have to take matters into their own 
hands and defeat the Devil in the courthouse. The 
excruciatingly high levels of hysteria within Salem 
Village did the rest. 

With the battles of King William's War being 
fought just /O miles away, Salem was overwhelmed 
with the feeling that the Devil was near, and 
everyone started to become more and more 
suspicious of just about everyone else. If the Devil 
managed to convince someone to join him then 
that person became a witch. By the end of the 
Salem witch trials, the ratio of men to women that 
had been executed for witchcraft was somewhat 
uneven, with six men lolled against 14 women. 
Women were considered weaker, and would 
therelore be less likely to be able to resist the Devil 
if he wanted them to join him. 
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The first person to be accused in the Salem 
witch trials was an enslaved Caribbean woman 
named Tituba. She was owned by Samuel Parris, 
the father of Elizabeth Parris, one of the ‘afflicted’ 
girls that started the accusations. Tituba allegedly 
told the girls tales of voodoo and even assisted 
them in practicing some divination techniques. 
Accused at the height of the hysteria surrounding 
Indians, it's no surprise that the Salem community 
didn’t hesitate before latching onto the idea of her 
being a witch (although Tituba was technically 
from South America or Barbados, the Puritans put 
her in the same box as the Native Americans that 
fought in the Indian Wars). 

As well as being the first accused, Tituba was 
also the first to confess — though while being 
beaten by the elder Parris — revealing that she 
learnt about occult techniques from her mistress 
in Barbados. She dragged Sarah Good and Sarah 
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participated in witchcraft. Both women maintained 
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could be tied. Following her trial, Tituba was left in 
jail when Samuel Parris refused to pay her jail fees, 
and then sold to an unknown slaveowner for the 
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For some of the accused, however, the link to 
ELM mena mee Take mC SUMO ITS wee 
the six men to be executed during the trials was 
George Burroughs, a well-to-do and previously 
well-respected minister from Massachusetts. It may 
seem odd that a man as credible as Burroughs, and 
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King William's War. Before his first arrival in Salem, 
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he had been forced to flee. After leaving Salem in 
1683, he returned to Falmouth, only for the town 
to be completely destroyed in an attack by the 
Wabanaki Confederacy. The Burroughses became 
just one of many refugee families that sought safety 
elsewhere, taking them to Wells, Maine. 

When the Salem witch trials began in 1692, it was 
Burroughs’ association with the wars, and therefore 
the Native Americans, that made people suspect 
WRC M ae aa ele Renta oe ee mela 
simply survived was proof enough for some people. 
Before his arrest, word spread that Burroughs 
had managed to survive several brutal attacks by 
the Native Americans during King William's War, 
TN N CT M me OU MeO meine ees ve) mo 
was stationed at were murdered, In the minds of 
some, he had obviously succumbed to the ways of 
the Indians, and used dark magic to bewitch the 
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“George Burroughs 
had obviously 
succumbed to the 
ways of the Indians, 
and used dark magic 
to bewitch the other 

soldiers” 
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other soldiers and cause a huge loss for his fellow 
colonists. 
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a result of his time in the war, where he became 
accustomed to manual labour. His strength may 
PEA Ven tale emer Racer e eRe seme tiene time imeem atin 
no favours following the accusations: the people 
of Salem claimed to have seen him lift a musket 
eA Ti MN NTSMe)oC TNT POR Coe 
they presumed to be impossible without assistance 
from a diabolical power. When it came to his trial, 
Burroughs was painted as the ringleader of the 
witches of Salem, with other accused witches 
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crowds of refugees attempted to leave the danger 
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carrying sickness and bearing scars, open wounds 
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Englanders, who began to see signs of the Devil's 
influence everywhere. 

Following the second Indian attack, George 
Burroughs’ household found itself a servant, a 
eee OTN ee) eee) eT 
Falmouth, Maine, in 1675, Lewis became a refugee 
at a young age. When she was just a year old, she 
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village by the nearby Wabanali Indians (the same 
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was forced to seek out protection elsewhere, with 
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the Lewises made their way to Salem, where 
they stayed until Mercy's uncle, Thomas Skilling, 
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the Wabanaki and died. In 1683, the family moved 
back to Casco Bay. 

Much like Burroughs, the Lewises barely had 
time to breathe before the Wabanaki were back 
and attacked the community for a second time. 
This time, Mercy Lewis lost both of her parents. It 
was when she had no one left to care for her that 
she moved into Burroughs’ home to briefly work 
as the family's servant before leaving Maine for 
good. The 19-year-old's sights were set once again 
on Salem, where her married sister was living, and 
Mercy Lewis began working as a servant in the 
household of the wealthy Thomas Putnam, who 
would later become one of the Salem witch trials’ 
mast significant accusers. 

It was at the Putnams' tesidence that Lewis met 
Thomas daughter, Ann Putnam Jr, and the pair 
became friends. In the early months of 1692, the 
younger Putnam began suffering from strange fits 
and seizures, and they seemed to be spreading: it 
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Nine Years’ War in an attempt to 
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wasn't long before Lewis began to experience them 
too, After a series of examinations and tests, a local 
doctor diagnosed them of being bewitched. That 
was when Putnam and a group of other ‘afflicted’ 
girls began the accusations 

Lewis didn't start naming witches until the 
following month, but her accusations carried a 
lot of weight. She started with Elizabeth Proctor 
on 26 March, and backed up several other 
accusations given by her peers. In total, Lewis 
ended up accusing nine people of witchcraft 
during the trials, and she was instrumental in 
the accusations of George Burroughs, Captain 
John Alden Jr and Abigail Hobbs, people she 
had known from her days in Falmouth, as she 
was one of the only people in Salem who knew 
anything about their backerounds. Her accusation 
of Alden was particularly interesting, with many 
historians believing it was a form of payback: he 
had sold gunpowder and ammunition to the Native 


‘ CAPTAIN & 
JOHN ALDEN JR 


STeyie cee elt eee lee) mC ne Uo 
Jr was a soldier and a sea captain during King 
William's War, a5 well as a Boston merchant and 
integer Nola 

Alden first stopped at Salem in May 1692 on his 
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Americans during his examination. Sensing he 
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Americans in Maine, and may have indirectly 
caused the death of her parents. 

Centuries later, the events of the Salem witch 
trials are still hard to explain, with no one truly 
knowing why they happened or what caused 
them. A smallpox epidemic that broke out in 
Massachusetts the year before may have had 
a hand in them, or perhaps too many people 
bought into what may have been a deadly prank 
orchestrated by the ‘afflicted’ girls. Whatever 
happened, the trials were spurred on by the 
hysteria that grew from King William's War, and the 
fear of Devil-worshipping that came with it 
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Hungry and scared, a small New England village 
Started seeing enemies everywhere... 
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The people of Salem believed that the denizens of Hell 
stalked the gloomy country roads of their little corner of 
New England and led the villagers astray 
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clothes and dour faces, but behind 
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appearance, the Puritan imagination 
EeRe Ue cm VOOM ENE Om belie a 

UTA ValM elvis eM One ee ema ier ele emenrel 
Acs AM STDeT Mee OM nM ec eee hee Tee) 
Whe MeN eM Mel ae ee) e Ce eh ee Ro 
also a millenialist denomination; they believed 
that the world as they knew it would shortly end, 
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but in the meantime, the End Times had to be 
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retumed to judge humanity, would be a great trial 
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away from God's path. Dealing with the privations 
of cold, hungry, war-torn late 17th century 
Massachusetts must have seemed a lot like living 
in a minor circle of Hell. 

Early Christianity had adopted the Jewish trait 
of casting the deities of other religions as demons 
(the Canaanite Ba’al is a notable example), but in 
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of the Puritans, demons were thought to be fallen 


Selo cee Meee a deews (oc ce ws le a vee ere 
2 rebelled against God and been cast out of Paradise. 
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their temptations - and of possessing people, 


allowing them to perform superhuman or magical 
feats of strength or sorcery. 

Originally the events in Salem were spoken 
about within the context of demonic possession, 
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the more approachable witchcraft diagnosis. It's 
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demonic servants - aside from one theological 
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The witch hunters of early modern Europe and America 
saw thousands tortured and sentenced to death, but 
What was a witch hunt and why did this notorious 
practice happen? 
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| in 17th-century Europe; a widow who lives 
will. You tend a small plot of land on which 

=A. you grow a number of root vegetables as 
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properties. You're a God-fearing woman who 
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and you believe in the Devil even if you don't put 


in the small abode your husband left in his 


much stock in the stories of witches who attend 
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backs with ‘Devil's ointment’ and putting hexes on 
valuable livestock. 
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community being led away by the bishop's men to 
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anything to fear. That is, until armed men garbed 
in the bishop's colours turn up at your house 
one morning to take you away for questioning. 
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resistance; it’s all a mistake, of course. This will 
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through the village's main thoroughfare, past 
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suspiciously at you from their houses. You feel 
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that the miller’s wife, who had been taken away 
in this manner too, was found guilty of witchcraft. 
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fearing for your life. 

The courthouse room is presided over by three 
judges with a clerk who takes the proceedings. 
Your name is added to the record before the 
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years, has reported you to the church authorities 
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two maiden daughters, with love potions made 
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wrongdoing. It's absurd, you say, you've never seen 
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and pressure applied as, once again, you're asked if 


you will confess to being a witch, You survive this 
first day of questioning without buckling under 
excruciating pain, only to fall foul of the torturer's 
Tack. As the lever turns and your limbs splay, then 
pop, your eyes roll in agony - a sure sign that 
you seek Satan's aid. A confession is ultimately 
extricated and you're sent on a cart along with five 
other witches to a pyre the very next day, where 
you burn to death. 

Witch hunting didn't start in the Reformation 
period but it's here that history remembers it 
best: between the tectonic strugele of the mighty 
Catholic and Protestant churches, striving to purge 
their flock of heresy and prove unassailable piety 
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“Pagan Roman law looked to witchcraft as a 
source of many of the civilisation’s ills” 


over the rival faith, anyone from low-born to noble 
could be next in line to be crushed. Only those 
from the highest echelons of society were safe. So 
how did this seemingly insane state of affairs 

first begin? 

Much of what couldn't be explained by science 
in early recorded history was put down to ‘magic’, 
a means for ancient societies to understand, if 
not influence or control the world around them. 


Ancient Egyptians practised magic alongside more 
traditional medicine to promote health, protect 
themselves from evil spirits and communicate with 
their gods, The ancient Greeks used magic wands 
and symbols in all aspects of medicine and religion, 
while the Mesopotamians (what 1s now a large 

part of the Middle-East) recorded magical spells on 
clay tablets. Magic was generally indistinct from 
religion in many civilisations at this time, with the 
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exception of Rome, where from 438 BCE onward 
practising magic, much like being a Christian, was 
made a crime punishable by death. Pagan Roman 
law looked to witchcraft as a source of many of 
the civilisation’s ills, particularly epidernics and 
bad harvests. Over the course of several centuries 
thousands were executed. 

In the centuries leading from antiquity to the 
witch hunting boom, those in power considered 
witchcraft a silly superstition as frequently as 
a dangerous threat to society. The 8th century 
Christian king of Italy, Charlemagne, scoffed at 
the belief in witchcraft and actually ordered the 
death penalty for those who pursued the burning 
of witches. Similarly, the lth-century Danish 
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WHO WERE THE < 
WITCH HUNTERS? 
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Matthew Hopkins, the self-titled 
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English witch hunter who was 
active from 1644-1647, during 
which time he was responsible 
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many witch tests that could be 
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but he quickly gained a bad 
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which gained traction in the colonies of late T7th-century 
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eee end of Wurzburg Germany 


With blue-bloods and the Pope 
behind him, Philipp Adolf von 
Ehrenberg was a powerful man in 
what is now southern Germany. A 
staunch anti-Protestant, his zeal 
for the eradication of witchcraft 
was Matched only by his pursuit 
eM ee Ol tg Te) ee eee 
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onsidered the belief in 
s than witchcraft itself 


court under King Harald cx 
witchcraft more dangerous 
and gave severe punishments to witch hunters. 
Through the Middle Ages, witchcraft was mostly 
tolerated or merely scoffed at and infrequently 
punished, often with a less punitive jail term of 
fine, depending on what the witch was accused of. 
This changed in the 12th century when the Roman 
Catholic Inquisition was formed, initially to tackle 
secular faiths that had split off from the church 
and threatened the power in Rome. The early 14th 
century saw the Inquisition expand its remit and 
occasionally deal with users of magic where a sect 
had adopted witchcraft as a part of its doctrine, 
such as the Cathars of France - a dualist, Gnostic 





jurisdiction. No one was safe: 


his mass trials saw everyone from peasants to nobles dragged 
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including devout priests, his own nephew and even 
children as young as three years old. 


sect that Rome decried as a church of Satan for its 
belief in a deity of both good and evil respectively. 
By the late Middle Ages, it had become 
increasingly perilous to openly practise anything 
but the Catholic faith. Shortly following a Papal 
bill issued by Pope Innocent VIII in 1484 that 
explicitly condemned Devil-worshippers who 
had slain infants, two inquisitors were authorised 
to investigate witchcraft in Germany. They were 
Jacob ee and Heinrich ramen, who were 


and pubtieh what would Eee an aise 
and influential torme on dealing with witchcraft 
: the Malleus Mateficaruimn - Harmer 


and witches 


of Witches. This treatise sought to reinforce the 
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One way to determine 
whether a person was in 
league with the Devil or 
not was to bind their right 
thumb to their left toe and 
thraw them into a pond. 
If they were rejected by 
the ‘baptismal waters’ 

and floated, they were 
convicted of witchcraft. If 
they sank without trace, 
they were innocent - 
unfortunately that also 
meant they would drown, 
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existence of witchcraft, educate officials in finding 
and prosecuting it and to lay the burden of its evils 
on women. It was widely read but within a few 
years the Catholic Church had distanced itself from 
the book, primarily because it had become popular 
with the secular faiths it sought to exterminate. But 
with the dawn of the Protestant Reformation, the 


these tomes precisely because they were outlawed 
by Rome and the Vatican. 

ion of Protestant churches swept 

, witch hunting took place in earnest, 


and Scotland. Fuelled by religious persecution, 
the hystenia among the people came in waves 
marked by a spike in executions. A witch could be 
accused of causing cisease, death, disaster (natural 
or otherwise), for living in a remote location, being 
thought strange or for 1 

wrong place at the wrong ves of the 
accuser could be equally « i 

belief that a witch brought some misfortune upon 
the community, to even more sinister motives, 
such as a means of social control by the authorities 
or to confiscate the property of the accused. In the 
witch hunting boom in Scotland that lasted up 


until the 18th century, those practising witchcraft 
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There were many ways someone found 
guilty of witchcraft could be executed: 
hanging and beheading were common 
and drowning was merciful compared 
to being burned to death, This was 

a method employed by the zealous 
Prince-Bishops of Bavaria, who believed 
that fire was the only way to purge the 
evil of witchcraft from the land. 


Common law in 17th-century Britain 
and its colonies meant the defendant 
could only be tried if they submitted 
themselves to a trial - if they entered 
a plea, To coerce a plea out of the 
accused, they would be stripped 
naked anda plank placed on their 
chest, before rocks and other heavy 
weights were piled onto it. There was 
a genuine incentive for defendants to 
‘stand mute’: the Crown was unable 
to forfeit the property if they weren't 
found guilty. 





went from being thought superstitious crackpots to 
dangerous Devil-worshippers: they had sold their 
souls to Satan and held anti-Christian services 
Called a witches’ Sabbath. Witchcraft was legislated 
against in 1563 and over the course of the next 150 
y or so, the ‘witch-prick 
f pricking the bo 

of witcheraft: if they didn't bleed, it was ¥ 
evidence for the court to try them. 

Torture was a common means of extracting 


s went about their 


f a person accused 


information from those who weren't immediately 
cleared by the courts. Although the height of the 
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children’s fairytales still lingers as a stereotype today. 
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many, and clerics writing on demonology described 
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easily won over by the promises of magic. In the 
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women and any men caught in the act were usually 
seen to have been tempted over to darkness by a 
wicked woman. But when the wave of persecutions 
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the courts, the wise folk recorded in local 
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4 As with the officials, the jury 
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residents. If a Grand Jury 
indicted them, the accused 
would face another jury in the 
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“Torture was a common means of extracting 
information from those who weren't 
immediately cleared” 


a completely arbitrary practice and there was a 
certain method to be followed: generally speaking, 
the torture came in several degrees of increasing 
intensity and brutality, observed and recorded 

by a clerk. The idea was to extract a 

confession and have the accused 









repeat the confession outside of 
the torture: the accused was 
presumed guilty and often, 
even those convinced of 
their innocence would 
admit to anything after the 
prolonged agony of cruel 
and unusual punishments 
it Was a rare occasion for 
torture leading to an acquittal. 
England brought in serious 
§ penalties for witches under the 
= Witchcraft Act of 1542, amended in 1562 
= and 1604 to repeal certain statutes, such as the 
‘benefit of clergy, which spared anyone who could 
: , Tead a passage from the Bible. One of the most 
F ¢ fam ous witch trials in England were of the Pendle 
: witches in 1612, which saw ten people, mostly 


Theres © 


women, sent to the gallows. King James I was 
driven by Protestant theology and was particularly 
interested in witchcraft and its eradication. Thus, 
those who refused to attend the Church of England 
to partake in holy communion, such 
as the devout Catholics of the 
Pendle Hill region in Lancasnire, 
immediately popped up on the 
radar of local Justice of the 
Peace Roger Nowell. Further 
probing by Nowell revealed 
that several of these local 
non-conformists already 
considered themselves 
witches of a kind, providing 
healing and potions for the 
community - a common trade in 
the 17th century, After summoning 
three members of the Device family, 
Nowell was told that the Chattox family - who 
competed for their trade in the potion and charm 
business - had murdered four men from the area. 
The Chattoxes were summoned and accusations 
and counter-accusations flew throughout the 


community, resulting in ten people being hanged 
for their supposed crimes. 

Similar stories played out in the rest of Europe 
and its North American colonies. German heiress 
Merga Bien, heavily pregnant at the time, was 
convicted of murdering her husband by witchcraft: 
it Was alleged that her unborn child had been 
fathered by the Devil. She 
Anna Kolding was one of several people who bore 
the brunt of a Danish minister looking to shift 
blame for under-supplying the royal ships on a 
journey across the North Sea, She was accused of 


vas burned at the stake. 


summoning storms, found guilty, and burned. 

In the 18th century, a much more rational! 
and scientific age finally arrived. Pioneering 
astronomers and scientists like Galileo and 
Newton had laid the groundwork for an empirical 
generation who sought to verify the nature of the 
world by observation rather than superstition. 
A dim view was now taken of those who still 
believed in witchcraft and persecuted ‘witches’, 
and this brought with it a far less punitive culture. 
During the reien of George II, the Witchcraft Act of 
1735 made it explicitly illegal for anyone in Britain 
to claim that they or anyone else hacl magical 
powers and were a witch. Other countries quickly 
followed suit, finally signalling the end of two 
centunes of madness. Although nearly 70,000 
people are thought to have been executed during 
the brutal witch hunts of the early modern age, 
only around 12,000 of these executions have been 
officially recorded. 
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with a contentious reputation, five miles from 
the edge of the larger town of the same name 
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Wp) oday. Salem has a thriving tourist journey to the port town to serve on its 
Liq BI industry based on its reputation Watch, while leaving the women and 
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Lt trials actually happened five miles nights. They rebelled. 
northwest of the Essex County city, in what is But Salem Village was always rebelling. 
now the town of Danvers. Then known as Salem Locally, it was referred to, with Puritan 
Village, it was settled in 1636, ten years after its Pea ee Conve me MeO ee icre ence 
larger namesake, which was subsequently known The people of Salem Village quarrelled 
as Salem Town. Both town and village were with everyone. They quarrelled among 
named after a Greek translation of the Hebrew themselves about boundary disputes, 
word for peace, but Salem Village was anything grazing and land rights, even who sat 
Le] haere tas) nd ieee amen em Um 

Salem Village was a struggling hamlet on the Pape O eee haa eer Mc at ee) etm) oC gf 

Old Spanish Road, a former Native American see that the local minister was fed and clothed f sf : 
trail that had been improved by the colonists and housed, and whether each incumbent was , aig’ 
to connect the thriving towns of Salem ancl Puritan enough for their tastes. They quarrelled 
Boston. Unlike the two wealthy, cosmopolitan ATMs MO cel neem elem Stal atiaT 
New England ports, Salem Village was a spartan, SO ee eee Oe eee OO 
hardscrabble place. It was cold and lonely - the iedN Cee lee Cmte ete) kD 
few houses were spread thinly, often with a mile were such a thorn in the colonial 
fa UNS) C=M eA Ve ene eee government's side that when 
the long Massachusetts winters were harsh, and bers CSUE MA Tet tom end hme we eee 
in the woods lurked the remnants of the Native its own Crown charter, the answer 
Naumkeag tribe, who had been pushed out of came back “The King unwilling”. 
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population crisis precipitated by the introduction the fractious townsfolk to such 
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repressive colonial laws, some Natives saw the the motto of modern-day Danvers 

strung-out homesteads of Salem Village as the today. In 1692, however, Salem A 

perfect target for night attacks. The Puritan Village's unique circumstances and = 
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This map of what Salem looked like in 
1692 shows what a sparsely populated, 
spread out village it was, at the mercy of 
the harsh landscape's elements and the 
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Hundreds of people played a role in the 
Salem witch trials - accused, accusers, 
and witnesses all had their reasons and 
motivations 
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~, alem Village in 1692 was a place riven by personal 
¢ 7 Velen nde nN OCA Mee DCO OBOE LU 

a MMU EE RIES e Met eee iets ice Tie meen Vu cee etm (8) 

) witchcraft that would make Salem forever associated with 

hysteria. Keeping track of how all the villagers were related 
by ties of blood and enmity is important in judging the actions of all 
involved. In small communities even the most innocuous event can 
have huge repercussions. Here are the key figures in the Salem witch 
trials and why they may have acted as they did. 
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Betty Parris, 9, child 
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Abigail Williams, 12, child 
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Ann Putnam, Jr, 13, child 
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Putnam. The Putnams were a wealthy family and 
important in Salem but her father had been left out 
of several potential inheritances. Ann Putnam soon 
developed symptoms of bewitchment similar to 
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Sarah Good, 39, housewife 


A penniless woman regarded a “turbulent spirit, 
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Sarah Osborne, 49, housewife 

Ute ee Reet CORE 
eee eee) ee eee ee 
cee) ete gale) eee 
Sot eee ea ee mu ce tere 


Tituba, possibly mid-20s, slave 


A slave, likely an Arawak from South America, who 
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Bridget Bishop, 59, housewife 
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Rebecca Nurse, 72, housewife 
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Susannah Martin, 70, housewife 
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Elizabeth Hubbard, 17, servant 
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Mercy Lewis, 19, servant 
eT 
FT eee eee nee 
American attack on her village and served the 
former Salem minister George Burroughs before 
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Mercy was left an orphan, Accused many of 
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her as an apparition. 
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Wife and mother to respectable men in Topsfield but 
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grudge developed between her in-laws the Goulds 
and Sarah. The Goulds were relatives of the Putnams 
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George Jacobs, Sr, 83, farmer 
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laughing at the antics of his accusers. Had once been 
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Putnam that wandered onto his property. Also had a 
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George Burroughs, 39, minister 
at Bee eects 
Eee Ee SSDS ee a Te 
a0) age] ee eee De eee 
Putnam. After the village stopped paying his wages 
TCA eee ae en ee ede 
Burroughs for an unpaid debt. 


John Proctor, 60, businessman 
Tavern owner and son of a prosperous landowner 
John Procter was the employer of Mary Warren, one 
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A wealthy farmer, Corey had previously been 
Dee ee 
Convicted but only fined. Refused to plead either 
guilty or innocent to witchcraft charges. 


Mary Warren, 15, servant 


Servant of the Proctors. Suffered fits until John Proctor 
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thanked God for her reprieve from enchantment. The 
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Sarah Bibber, 36, housewife 
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Thomas Putnam, 40, militiaman 
and court clerk 
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of his father and father-in-law. Charged many witches 
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Accused 43 individuals - many from families that had 
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Martha Corey, 72, housewife 
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John Willard, 35, constable 


Had once been employed in watching a baby 
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Reverend Samuel Parris had a 
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SALEM WITCH TRIALS: WHO'S WHO 


Villagers, judges ~ accusers 


Samuel Parris, 


Minister of Salem at the time of the witch panic, the first 
Elam ie pee mame) meee ee a ame] 
Pe RRM ERR en r neem 
Par ee ere ge esd t eee ee 
from the village. Pressed charges on the basis of the 
accusations of those in his house. Preached many sermons 
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William Phips, 42 s or 
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alter the former governor was driven out for being 


insufficiently Puritan-minded., Agreed to set up courts to 
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prosecutor, of the witch trials. Permitted spectral 
evidence - visions allegedly had by the accusers. 


Those who escaped 











Captain John Alden was a Mayflower descendant and local celebrity. but was still 
denounced as a witch. He escaped from Boston jail and hid until the trials ended 


William Griggs, 

SELMAN eh ter) eT acme nT te 
eae Mem chien le ea 
Thomas Putnam. Possessed nine books of 
medicine and had previously diagnosed a case 
of witchcraft. Declared the Salem girls to be 
“under an evil hand.” 


Increase Mather, 
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William Phips and William Stoughton. 
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Cotton Mather, son of Increase, was a well- 
known preacher and outspoken opponent of 
cans ee ell sp ee eee man 
of witches that were strikingly similar to those 
suffered by the afflicted of Salem. Instrumental 
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Mather publicised the events of Salem. 
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several others dying in prison, yet over 200 individuals 
were accused of witchcraft. Mot everyone who was called a 
witch ended up on the end of a noose. 

Some people escaped execution by literally escaping. 
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blue boar, among more nefarious acts of witchcraft. She 
survived the trials, according to one account, when her E 
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Others had less dramatic 
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Govermor William Phips was responsible for releasing 
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witchcraft when the hysteria passed 
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Nothing like the Salem witch panic had been seen in 
New England before - understanding why it happened 
still puzzles historians 





ver since the Salem witch trials, 
people have been looking back at the 
extraordinary scenes that occurred 
and asking “Just how could it have 





happened?” There were those at the time 
who questioned the reality of witches, and with the 
passage of time Salem seems ever more unlikely. 
sometimes, though, that incredulity springs from 
modern sensibilities and misunderstandings. 

Salem Village was nothing like a modem town. 
Once the sun set there was no light except that 
provided by candles or the Moon. Walking through 
the woods that enveloped a village at night could 
be dangerous and terrifying. Native attackers, wild 
beasts, and demonic pursuers lurked in the gloomy 
minds of Salem's residents. Who could blame them 
if their imagination filled in the black depths of the 
night with their fears? If not real witches, then what 
was striking at the people of Salem? To understand 
what happened there in 1692 we must understand 
not only the physical space they inhabited but also 
their mental space. 


PURITAN SOCIETY 

The settlements of New England were in large 
part created by religious non-conformists who 
emigrated from Britain. Many of the socially 
important families and large landowners were 
Puritan in their faith and viewed the whole world 
through religious lenses. Many came to the New 


World to escape not the strictness of the Anglican 
church but what they saw as its looseness, Richard 
Mather, father and grandfather of the Mathers who 
played such a large role in the Salem trials, had 
been driven from his English parish for refusing to 
wear the vestments of an Anglican vicar. It is likely 
he found that their finery smacked of the frivolity 
that Puritans loathed. 

Puritans worked hard at their faith, as they 
worked hard at everything. Increase Mather was 
known to spend 16 hours per day in his study 
working. Farmers trying to scratch a living from 
the earth worked every hour God sent and still 
had to pray for a bountiful harvest. The vagaries of 
weather offered many opportunities for interpreting 
God's actions. When a heavy hailstorm smashed 
a window, Cotton Mather suggested it was sent as 
practice for the end of days. 

Life was precarious for everyone and even a 
mild illness might prove fatal. A Puritan always had 
to be ready to meet their maker. Explanations for 
death and illness were always to be found in sin. 
One minister felt his wife had perished because 
he had enjoyed sex with her too much. Trivialities 
were therefore not highly prized by the Puritans. 

For young children the constant pressure to 
behave like an adult and to be constantly prepared 
for your own death must have been stifling. 
Emotions were to be controlled. Beatings were 
common and delivered for the child's benefit, so 
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the head with a stick. 

Some have seen in the boredom of a Puritan child's 
life the genesis of the Salem witch hunts. It has been 
suggested the in the pressurecl home of Reverend 
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slave, Having few other outlets for their imagination, 
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With Puritanism inculcated from birth, it was 
Tavera emerald ese] Cecl clea em OO] (A mene mC) 
dominate not just the home lives of New Englanders 
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the hope of leading more repressed lives, they wanted 
a political system that would support their beliefs. 
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three-year voyage and greeted his wife with a kiss, he 
was placed in the pillory for two hours - as a lesson 
against licentiousness. 
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Boston Revolt drove out governor Edmund Andros 
Ce) Ae e Th ede 
Anglicanism, and ending local representation. With 
Andros overthrown it was Puritan preacher Increase 
Mather who was charged with getting the British 


Crown to send them a govermor more suited to Puritan 
ee eee Sel aim VIIa Teme eo ieee 
first, to allow a witch hunt. 


. LOWN DIVIDED 
There were two Salems in 1692. Salem Town boasted 
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some five miles from the town, but this was not far 
enough to stop arguments flaring up between them. 
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homesteads, and almost immediately they insisted 
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resented having to stand watch to protect Salem 
Town, and wanted funds to create their own meeting 
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own parish, with the nights to appoint a minister. But 
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but a blessing to them. 

The first minister to Salem Village was James 
Bayley, and he broke the village into factions. Being 
just three years out of Harvard, Bayley was not 
experienced in preaching at all, let alone to a tense 
community like Salem Village. Bayley felt himself 
Nu eee aU om ODE es=mrs yen ee 
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ended in lawsuits being filed by both sides. Bayley's 
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The Salem villagers lived in fear of raids by Native 
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village, Thomas Putnam, but eventually Bayley had 
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The next minister appointed by Salem Village 
was George Burroughs, who at age 28 had already 
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Burroughs and his family lodged with one of the 
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suffered in his ministry. The village failed to pay 
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when he was widowed he had to borrow money for 
his wife's funeral. John Putnam would later pursue 
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Burroughs for some loaned money, and Burroughs 
left Salem to preach elsewhere. The animosity 

he generated would be remembered, to George 
Burrough's sorrow. 

The third of Salem's ministers was the more 
urbane Deodat Lawson. The Putnams thoroughly 
approved of him and lobbied to have Lawson 
ordained. This would have given Salem Village 
a true church. Others in the village opposed his 
ordination on the grounds that they would have 
to give Lawson the land his parsonage stood on 
- land was always a contentious point with the 
farmers. The ordination never occurred and Lawson 
withdrew, for now, ftom Salem life. 

Samuel Parris was next appointed to shepherd 
the restless flock of Salem. Parris was a worldly man 
who had been born in Barbados and worked as a 
merchant before becoming a minister. With his wife 
and children he brought with him two slaves to 
Salem; Tituba and John Indian. All of these outsiders 
would play a role in the witch trials to come, 

Pars found his congregation a difficult one. 
Salem Town by this point had become fed up with 
dealing with the village's complaints. “If you will 
unreasonably trouble yourselves, we pray you not 
any further to trouble us,” the town told the village. 

4 Parris would have to settle disagreements in the 

2 village himself 

fi The new minister found his preaching was 

. ignored and his payments delayed or entirely 

® unfulfilled, yet Parris was the first minister to Salem 

= Village to be ordained. This man, who hac seen 
more of the world than most of 

a fis congregation, told them 


r mt 
a he 
Pre 


Wem = that “if ever there 

| were witches, Men 

and Women in 

covenant with 
the Devil, here 
are multitudes 





























in New 
England.” 
The minister 
struggled in 
the village, 
particularly 
when it came 
to the bitter 
winter of 1691. 
Part of his 


Medicine in Salem was basic. A doctor was 
as likely to see evidence of witchcraft as to 
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CAUSE OF THE WITCH TRIALS 


ERGOT POISONING 
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of the Salem witch hysteria may have been caused by 
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1691, and on swampy land like that owned by Thomas 
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settlement was to be provided with firewood, but 
the village expected him to gather his own. The 
already cold Parris parsonage, soon to be the centre 
of accusations of witcheraft, was filled with frost. 

Tt was a famously cold winter. The bread used 
in communion services froze to the plates and it 
was simply too cold for Samuel Parris to continue 
preaching on occasion. The pressure to find 
someone to blame was immense. If the weather was 
a sign from God then he had turned decidedly chilly 
on Salem. 

There were other ways in which weather may 
have caused the Salem witch trials. One theory 
links the misery of the Parris household directly 
to the young girls experiencing the symptoms of 
bewitchment. Research has shown that in other 
places, severe cold weather is linked to an increase in 
the number of witch trials. 

Furthering the tensions in the village were the 
rivalries that Parris, as its minister, was supposed 
to smooth over. Unfortunately Parris rarely calmed 
matters. A confrontation over a borrowed horse 





struck down by ergotism experience convulsions, 
ee |S ee 
the afflicted of Salem would show. Ergotism often 
produces vivid hallucinations, and young children 
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grew into a row when Parris considered the offered 
apology “mincing”. In the ongoing struggles of the 
Putnams and the Porters he would be sorely tned to 
keep the peace. 

The Putnams, as has already been seen, were an 
important family in Salem. Wealthy farmers, they 
were at the centre of life in the village, having been 
one of the first families to move to the village from 
Salem Town, and had always been on the side of 
the villagers against their town neighbours. The 
Porters had heen early settlers too but had a more 
entrepreneurial spirit. They had trading interests in 
Salem Town and were not so focused on the village. 

When Salem Village petitioned to be separated 
from the town, it was the Porters who most strongly 
resisted the move. This set them against much of 
the village. The disagreements between the Porters 
and the Putnams reached the courts in 1672 when 
Putnam lands were flooded by a Porter dam. In 1691 
the Porters managed to take control of the village 
council from the Putnams. It was this Porter council! 
that voted against raising a tax to pay Reverend 
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> Parris’ wages. In a small village such as Salem, 
webs of marriage ties, personal disputes, and legal 
wrangles would all play their role in the trials to 
fallow, The Porters would suffer for their interference 
? in Putnam plans. Not all the tensions in the village 
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came from within, however. 


Salem was a town on the edge. As the Puritans 

saw it, (hey were the last outpost of civilisation in a 
country full of savages. Conflict between the Native 
Americans and the colonists simmered continually, 
several times breaking out into open warfare. 

In 16/5, local tribes led by Metacom ("King Philip") 
attacked half the towns of New England. The 
Mathers wrote a history of King Philip’s War and 
described the horrors that colonists met on the first 
day of the war. 

“June 24. (Midsummerday) was appointed and 
attended as a day of solemn humiliation throughout 
the colony, by fasting and praying, to intreat the 
Lord to give success to the present expedition 
respecting the enemy. At the conclusion of that day 
of humiliation, as soon as ever the pecple in Swanzy 
were come from the place where they had been 
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praying together, the Incians discharged a volley of 
shot, whereby they killed one man, and wounded 
others. Two men were sent to call a surgeon for the 
relief of the wounded, but the Indians killed them 
by the way: And in another part of the town six men 
were lalled, so that there were nine Englishmen 
murdered this day. Thus did the war begin, this 
being the first English blood which was spilt by the 
Indians in an hostile way" 

Typically, the Puritans were about God's work 
when they were attacked. It also helped foster a 
feeling of being under siege But was the war sent 
by God, or the Devil? Mather thought the war might 
have been caused by the sins of New Englanders 
when they wore too much luxunous silk. 

Mather also thought the war had demonic 
influences, They were fighting an enemy “whose 
chief sagamores are well known unto some of our 
captives to have been horrid sorcerers, and hellish 
conjurers, and such as conversed with demons.” His 
father had also observed that the “barbarous Indians 
(like their Father the Devil... delighted in crueltyes). 

Other wars between the settlers and the Native 
Americans followed. King William's War began in 
1688 and saw many villages burned and people 
killed. In the absence of any army or central 
authority to call on, villages such as Salem must 
have felt very isolated in the face of destruction. 

The burning of homes in many settlements, along 
with the killings, sent many people fleeing to larger 
towns and other places for safety. Many, such as 
Abigail Williams, who lived in the Parris house, wete 
left orphaned and alone after witnessing the slaying 
of their parents. Some of these would have suffered 
severe mental trauma from the war, not helped by 
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being introduced to tightly-knit communities riven 
by jealousies. It is easy to see how mental illness 
may have played a role in the hysteria to come. 
Williams would become one of the first villagers to 
be bewitched. 


People in Salem were well educated on witches. 
Cotton Mather wrote his 1689 book Memonane 
Providences Relating to Witchcrafts and Possessions to 
“tell mankind that there are Devils and Witches: and 
that those night-birds least appear where the 
Day-light of the Gospel comes, yet New England 
has had examples of their existence and operation: 
and that not only the wigwams of Indians, where 
the pagan powaws often raise their masters, in the 
shapes of bears and snakes and fires but also in the 
homes of white English men and women.” 

Witches were all around the people of Salem and 
the Bible was extremely clear in its pronouncement: 
“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live’, The Mathers 
both wrote very popular books, which set out 
in gory details the things witches could do to 
unsuspecting Puritans. You had to always be on the 
look out for sins and follies that might bet dermons 
in. While witch trials in Europe were becoming less 
frequent at this time, stories about them in America 
remained universally of interest. 

Cotton Mather's Mernmorable Providences dealt with 
a case of witchcraft closer to home. In 1688 Mather 
had been called to the Goodwin house in Boston to 
witness the bizarre afflictions of the children of the 
house. “Sometimes they would be Deaf, sometimes 
Dumb, and sometimes Blind, and often, all this at 
once.” The children cried out that they were “cut 
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with Knives, and struck with Blows that they could 
not bear’. Symptoms similar to these would be at 


Vato) HYSTE RIA the heart of the Salem accusations and itis likely 
) that the afflicted of Salem had heard of this case of == 
Mass hysteria is possibly the most frequently referenced are more likely to succumb to them. Young people bewitching. Mather's book was to be found in the 
fa OO ets | ee el ee are susceptible to many forms of mass hysteria. In 
recognised psychiatric condition where groups of eee eee eae) et eee eee 
ete) ST bg ome nae std Tae ae eee 
EULER ete ee ee es Rene ee TL fe) Te TOM pene ees] et ge see) 8) in this case, Goody Glover, and found that she 
no obvious explanation. Commonly nausea, pain, and Tate a || |e cs readily admitted to her relationship with the Devil. 
WC (pte eM de Following the Industrial Revolution, the staff 
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tees -Me Wite tees eerste) sR (mae ssl] eps Mera Ee eRe ee ees warn other Christians of the dangers they were in. 
af] 2 ee Tam A i-Mate] COU COs a eee) la Yet it was not Mather who was the first person in 
until they collapsed dead with heart Sle Similar may well have played a OS yet Re Salem to diagnose witchcraft 
eee eRe me ele eee nee devilish symptoms of the afflicted. But there was 

It is impossible to know exactly what may cause much more going on in that village that just a bizarre “gira 
an outbreak of mass hysteria but certain groups psychiatric condition. struck down with their extraordinary malady, no 
doubt prayers to the Almighty were tied, but they 


library of Samuel Parris. 
Cotton Mather visited the supposed witch 


Convineed of her guilt, Mather felt it was his duty to 


When the children of the Parris househeld were 


were practical enough to call for medical help. It was 
a doctor, William Griggs, who suggested the first 


were bewitched. This points to the strong belief in 
‘the invisible world’ that existed in Puritan minds. 


Attempting to isolate any one cause in the Salem 
witch trials is impossible. It would be unbelievable if 
there was any single cause. Witch trials had occurred 
in New England before, but never with such fervour 
or so deadly a result. In Salem a number of factors 
must have come together to allow the hysteria to 
reach the mad pitch it did 

There are some today who would like to label the 
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trials as simply a case of fraud or bored young girls 
acting out. This is to ignore the complexity of the 
e \sneaedeliat deeiehainiinaiddnine halls Abbett abil iy | situation and the tangled lives led by the people at 
~ — Pee eee ema . § . ; ~ ee 
‘ but which can look very much like magic . the time. If we cannot recognise the risk factors, then 


we can never be sure a Salem will not happen again. 
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The accusations began with two girls, Betty Parris and 
Abigail Williams, who frightened themselves with folk 
magic and started experiencing supernatural ‘fits’. 





everal young girls experienced some 
peculiar happenings in the days 
leading up to the first accusation 

of the Salem witch trials. In 

January 1692, nine-year- 
old Elizabeth “Betty” Parris, the 
daughter of Salem Village's first 
ordained minister, and her 
ll-year-old cousin, Abigail 
Williams, started to have 





‘fits. They broke out in fevers 
and cried out in pain. The 
fits grew even more alarming 
when the young girls began to 
contort themselves into strange 
positions, hide under furniture, 
throw objects around the room and 
make strange sounds, barking like dogs. 
After examining the children, local doctor William 
Griges apparently found nothing physically wrong 
with therm and thus concluded that the fits were 
supernatural occurrences, believing them to be 
possessed by the Devil. 

-arris and Williams weren't the only ones 
seemingly targeted by what they described as 
a devilish hand: a whole group of girls, all aged 
between nine and 20 years old, expenenced 
strange symptoms and subsequently carne 
forward to accuse a number of people of practicing 
witchcraft. Among those that had been “afflicted” 


with the fits were Ann Putnam Jr, Mary Walcott, 
Elizabeth Booth, Mercy Lewis, Mary Warren and 
Flizabeth Hubbard. The latter would become 










sUntenanie 
girls who started 
the witch panic 
PElGstae sels aCoeeli (sel 
themselves playing 
with divination 


eX Wen by Poppy lay anes Pp 

The practice, which is very similar to that known as 
oomancy, involves cracking eg¢s into a glass of hot 
water and reading fortunes from the shapes created 
by the separated egg whites. According to the book 
A Modest Enquiry Into The Nature Of Witehereaft. 
written by local minister Reverend John Hale, the 
girls became terrified and scared for their lives 
when one session with the Venus glass led to them 
spotting a shape in the egg whites that looked very 
much like a coffin. 


famous for becoming the primary instigator of 
the trials, owing to being I/ years old 
when the trials began and therefore 
of legal age to testify. 

Before the fits started, Betty 
Parris and Abigail Williams, as 
well as several of the other 
girls, had reportedly dabbled 
in folk magic themselves. 


It is beheved by some that the girls were assisted 
in their fortune telling by Parris’ father's slave 
woman Tituba, who allegedly practiced voodoo 
and was later accused of being a witch. However, 
the official court records from the trials contain no 
evidence that Tituba was ever involved 


They explored a number of 
divination techniques, and 
used eggs and a ‘Venus glass’, 
or mirror, to learn about their 
future husbands and social status. 
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Some believe that minister Samuel 
Parris’ slave Tituba assisted the girls 
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When two young girls began to suffer a mysterious 


affliction, the good people of Salem had no idea their 


community was about to be torn apart 


iaf - QA i i 
SS SSC Written by Willow Winsham === Sanaa we 


tis as always worrying when a child falls 
ill. In mid January 1692, young Abigail 

Williams, niece of Samuel Parris, minister 

of Salem, Massachusetts, began to suffer 
=. from a mysterious and terrible condition. 
The afflicted girl cried out as she was pinched and 
bitten, her body twisted and convulsed so violently 
it was awful to witness. Sometimes she could not 
cry out at all; her mouth could not move, 
speech frozen in her throat. 

Within days, Samuel Parris’ 

daughter, Betty, was struck 
down by the same affliction 
that plagued her cousin. 
The pair were heartbreaking 
indeed in their torment, and 
their family and neighbours 
needed answers 

As the condition of the twa 
cirls worsened, the advice of Dr 
Wiliam Gnges, the physician of 
salem Village, was sought. It was Griggs 
who eventually declared that Abigail and Betty 
were suffering from no natural illness: the girls had 
been bewitched. 

Such a verdict was far from out of the ordinary 
for the time, and raised two important questions. 
How to cure the suffering children, and who was 
responsible for their priful plight? 


While Samuel Parris, as expected by his position, 


turned to the power of prayer for a solution, 
calling on like-minded individuals to pray and fast 
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common device to 

use against witchcraft 

tee AMI R@ulmer at 
England; the Pilgrims 

had brought it 
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with him, others turned to different avenues for 
help. Mary Sibley, a near neighbour of the Parris 
household, embarked upon a course that would 
have disastrous consequences for the community 
in which they lived. Mary instructed ‘Tituba, Parris’ 
slave, and her husband John, to make a witch 
cake. A form of counter magic, said to have been 
brought to America from England with earlier 
settlers, the ‘cake’ was far from appetising. 
_ Made from a mixture of rye meal 
’ and urine from the afflicted girls, 
& it was baked in the fire ashes 
before being consumed by the 
family dog. It was believed 
that this would reveal vital 
information: the identity of 
the person who was behind 
the bewitchment. 
Unfortunately for Tituba, 
the ritual seemed to work only 
too well, Abigail and Betty named 
her as their tormentor, blaming the 
powerless slave for their condition. Not only 
was Tituba responsible for pinching and prodding 
them, she appeared in spectral form to the girls, 
while remaining invisible to everyone else. 
Although Mary Sibley no doubt acted with the 
best of intentions, her actions were received with 
horror by Reverend Parris. Although counter magic 
such as witch cakes was popular, the educated 
classes frowned upon using magic, in whatever 


form, to combat bewitchment. It was seen as being 
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were made and into the day that followed. 
It was time for the accused to be questioned. 
In a departure from usual practice, the suspected 
CUCM E mo come Cs He COCO TOON =m Celeste h aoe N eB tel 
- the largest building in Salem Village - before a 
Fle B ets) em eL GMM veln em Uhm oN mal en tmnt 
ete a Ce) MONRO PIC ew ne Male) Nn McCaw TT em annem ce 
hear the questions posed to them over the din, 
EERO im enn sie Ml a-Minicag mca metals 
UNCON VOLR OOM INOUE OU MINOR te a8 TN ce 
Sarah Good was the first to be interrogated. 

Ee ema UI ee SO MSM een meter va else 
Oe CER eee ens Rem eli 
entered into a contract with the Devil himself? 
Sarah replied that she had not, and likewise 
denied having hurt the children who accused her. 
She was not to be allowed to escape however, as 
the suffering girls once more took centre stage. 

Abigail Williams, Betty Parris, Ann Putnam 
Se Be Ae Ole eC Celle mc lee) 4 
eV aU RC OnUmiiekaceree 
before them, Was the person who 

<-\ caused their PiNNACsguTNT EMO BLS) ears 
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as bad as the magic it was trying to disarm, and,as = witchcraft in the Parris household - accused three believed her to be a witch. It was then that Sarah 





Samuel Parris himself declared, asking the Devil women of being the cause of their torment: Sarah Oc e OMNES me Le Scene CRON RN LO)LIE IB 

himself for help in battling the Devil. Indeed, he, reed Mee MO ble) enlomeT ee MON eRU TET (O)Ra Ene Cc Babee eee Com Ne NT Ue oce Tae ec T ee Teme) 

and others, saw this lapse in judgement as the On 29 Feb 1692, official complaints were made having made a contract with the Devil. When asked 

cI OAs om COU e) CoM OTT i cM CORO) O) MMO MUTT oe Ab TNO sO Melee ee One dd WT Leela what she knew of Sarah Good, Osborne denied any 
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After consultation with his fellow ministers and Corwin, the local 

gentlemen, Parris turned once more to prayer Magistrates, and 

for guidance. It was then that he instigated the accused them of 

questioning of Tituba. She was very clear where SIGN ieleM Mem calen 
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categorically being a witch herself. Sarah Good, 
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UNDER AN EVIL HAND 


SALEM'S LIKELY WITCHES 
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of children’s fairytales still lingers as a stereotype ee ee ee 

today. Court records show that across Europe the Je Os me) ae | 

majority of these tried a5 witches were women, even Martin Luther, women were so weak that they were 

though white witches and cunning folk were just as bs ERS ee Celt cee ae eee 
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many, and clerics writing on demonology described ST CR ee when presented with the accusation Good had 





According to Tituba's testimony, Sarah 
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made against her. She could not be expected to 


Bocce eeu acegeds re a know, Sarah Osborne pointed out, whether the 


ocr SACLE 7. — << Devil went about imitating her form, much less 
Puritan New England, and ee . a ‘ sg a ; on eee 
eaeentny nel neste kes ; what he did while impersonating her. Despite this 
ee ae “ clever response, Osborne's words were no match 


for the evidence of the victims themselves: the girls 
duly identified Sarah as one of their tormentors, 
before falling into fits once more. 

When Tituba came to be questioned, instead 
of the blanket denial of witchcraft she had made 
previously, her story changed. Although still 
maintaining she was not a witch, this time, before 
the magistrates and the people of Salem, Tituba 
confessed that she had used malefic magic, along 
with providing further information about her 
fellow accused, much to the shock and delight 
of those assembled. First and foremost, she was 
very clear that Sarah Good and Sarah Osborne 
were responsible for tormenting the afflicted 
girls - she had witnessed it herself. She had also 
been approached by the Devil himself, who had 
demanded she serve him. Tituba then went on 
to furnish the listening crowd with details of the 
familiar spirits of the two women and creatures she 
herself had witnessed - a large black dog, a hog, 
and two cats, one red and one black. These animals 
were of the Devil, and they were clear in their 
message: she, Tituba, must hurt the girls. 


2 Tituba protested that she had not wanted to 

F do harm te the children, and it was only after the 
& diabolically channelled creatures threatened her 

- with far worse treatment that she finally gave in 


and did as they instructed. 

The interrogations were brought to an abrupt 
end as Betty Hubbard suffered a fit greater than 
previously witnessed. In a further twist , Tituba 
herself was suddenly seen to suffer in a similar 
way to the girls. Blinded, and unable to speak 
the words she wanted, Tituba blamed her fellow 
accused, saying Sarah Good and Oshome were 
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punishing het for her confession. 

Unfortunately for Tituba and the others, this was 
only the beginning: who would be accused next, 
and what would be the terrible outcome? 
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PANIC 





From March to June 1692, the good people of Salem 
were besieged by Satan and the witches who did his 
bidding, with fatal consequences 


SS SS Written by Willow Winsham =S=3-—— +R HO 


f fter the initial arrests and Tituba’s 
confession, it was not long before 
(] growing Panic was Clear amongst 


7 ral i the inhabitants of Salem Village, and 

= =. fresh accusations were made. The 
spectral forms of Sarah Good, her four-year-old 
daughter, and Elizabeth Proctor - a woman whose 
grandmother had been accused of witchcraft - were 
busy tormenting Ann Putnam Jr and others in the 
first week of March 

Although the first to face accusations were 
vulnerable to being branded a witch, the next two 
women to be named were, at first glance, unlikely 
suspects indeed. Martha Corey and 70-year-old 
Rebecca Nurse were accused by Ann Putnam. 
According to Ann, Martha Corey's spectre pinched 
and poked her most painfully over a period of 
days, until 12 April, when Ann's uncle, deacon 
Edward Putnam, paid Martha a visit. Despite her 
protestations that she was a religious woman 
and had nothing to do with witchcraft, Putnam 
and those that accompanied him did not believe 
Martha's words, especially as Ann had supposedly 
foretold several things Martha was to say. The 
suspicions against her were confirmed when, on 14 
March, Martha visited the Putnam household and 
Ann and the Putnam's maid, Mercy Lewis, fell into 
such tortures that Martha had to leave. 

In an alarming development, afflicted girls 
often found themselves, to the great consternation 
of those present, drawn towards the open fire. 
Seemingly about to walk into the flames, they 


were rescued in the nick of time from a disastrous 
fate. When questioned, the girls all corroborated 
each other's evidence, and Abigail Williams and 
Betty Hubbard likewise spoke out against Martha 
Corey. On 18 March, Ann Putnam's mother reported 
a terrifying attack by their new nemesis; caught 
unawares while resting, Martha Corey attacked her, 
before demanding she sign the book she held - a 
bool, Ann was certain, that belonged to the Devil. 

Around the same time, Ann likewise spoke out 
against Rebecca Nurse, and the other afflicted 
girls soon followed suit in accusing both women 
of tormenting them and causing ereat suffering. 
Although seemingly unlikely witches, scandal 
lurked beneath the surface. Martha Corey had, 
before her current marriage, born an illegitimate 
(and mixed race) son, and Rebecca Nurse's family 
was involved in land disputes with several 
members of the Putnam family. Rumours and 
gossip were enough to bring these two women 
to mind as potential threats, as the young 
#irls became the mouthpieces for the village's 
underlying tensions and resentments, giving them 
voice with fatal outcomes. 

Martha Corey was arrested and questioned on 
21 March. Despite swearing her innocence, her 
words fell on deaf ears, Abigail Williams declaring 
that a black man spoke in Martha's ear, telling her 
what to da and say. The afflicted girls were on top 
form that day, suffering fits, and such tortures that 
inspired great horror and sympathy in those who 
witnessed their suffering. When begged by the 
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treated with utmost sympathy and understanding, 
but there were those who failed to heed the 
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became afflicted. Far from seeking redress on 
her behalf, Proctor threatened to beat the young 
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other victims to a scandalised Samuel Sibley. 

Edward Bishop, husband of Sarah Bishop, found 
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Firls, when questioned, she admitted - albeit 
reluctantly - that she did not think they suffered 
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violent fits when in the presence | 
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actions serving as ye) ae 





girls to confess, the bewildered woman said she 
would only too gladly, but she could not as she 
was innocent. When Martha moved her hands, 
the girls said they were pinched. Martha moved 
het feet, only for the girls to stamp in return. Still 
maintaining her innocence, Martha was sent to 
jail in Salem Town: the girls stopped suffering 
symptoms shortly afterwards. 

A few days later on 24 March, Rebecca Nurse 
had a chillingly similar experience at her own 
examination: as she spread her hands, the girls 
suffered as if caused by her movements, the girls 
declaring that the black man who would become a 
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staple of such examinations was whispering in the 
old woman's ear. Four-year-old Dorcas Good was 
likewise questioned in the hubbub of the crowded 
meetinghouse: unsurprisingly, the evidence was 
against them, and, with no sensitivity to their 
ages, the elderly matron and young girl were both 
imprisoned. Although Rebecca maintained her 
innecence, young Dorcas Good confessed. 

The same day, a sermon was preached by Deodat 
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Lawson, shedding light on the religious viewpoint 
of what was taking place. The Devil, in the form of 
the witches he recruited, was indeed among the 
good people of Salem. However, this could only 
happen because God himself had permitted it. It 
Was a Message, a stark one, that their actions had 
displeased God, and this had been sent upon them 
to change matters. Samuel Parris also spoke on the 
theme, leaving those who listened in no doubt that 
Satan moved among them. 





What was the cause of this fresh raft of 
accusations? Magistrates Hathorne and Corwin 
were at least in part to blame as they had neglected 
to follow one crucial piece of guidance when 
It cameé to questioning accuser, witnesses and 
suspects alike: those examined were questioned 
publicly, and it was this factor that aided the spread 
of accusations and fanned the flames of hysteria in 
Maren 1692, 

By the end of March, then, the usually well- 
ordered Puritan households of the Putnams and 
others were in chaotic disorder. It was not only 
in the privacy of the home however; Sunday 
sermons at the meetinghouse were also thrown 
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were key to the accusation, 


conviction and execution of the 
so-called Salem witches 





not an altogether surprising development. On 4 
April, formal complaints wete made against John 
and Elizabeth Proctor and Sarah Cloyce, sister of 
Rebecca Nurse, their examinations taking place 
seven days later. Taking place in the meetinghouse 
in Salem Town, the two women were questioned 
by the deputy governor of the colony. In the now 
established pattern of proceedings, the afflicted 
suffered whenever the accused moved or spoke, 
with Abigail Wilhams and Ann Putnam predicting 
- inevitably correctly - the order that victims would 
suffer. The three accused were taken into custocly, 


into disorder, with the afflicted girls crying out and 
making impertinent pronouncements throughout, 
preatly disrupting proceedings. On the last day of 
the month, a general fast was held, in the hope of 
helping the suffering girls, but to no avail, as fresh 
accusations were soon to follow. 

Having links through either marriage or blood 
to a suspected witch made an individual more 


the next day transported to jail in Boston alone 
with Martha Corey, Rebecca Nurse, and young 
Dorcas Good. 

The threat was worsening; the witches were 
now growing in boldness, gathering together in 
public and working in concert in order to inflict yet 
vulnerable to accusation themselves. Therefore 
when Martha Corey's husband Giles, Elizabeth 
Proctor's husband John, and the younger sister 


further harm on their victims. Their gatherings, 
mimicking those of the village meetinghouse, 
were a direct attack on religion, the core of Puritan 


|| of Rebecca Nurse were accused in turn, this was society itself. 














“The threat was 
worsening; the 
witches were now 
erowing in boldness" 


Amid the feverish atmosphere of fear and 
accusation, matters escalated yet further. When 
Giles Corey was examined on 19 April, the 
afflicted girls mimicked his movements, his 
motions seeming to cause whatever suffering they 
exhibited. This being seen as evidence of guilt, he 
was jailed to await trial. 

Mary Warren, the afflicted maid of the Procters’, 
who was now suspected of witchcraft herselt, 
likewise caused the afflicted to fall into fits, and 
was accused of forcing Betty Hubbard to sign the 
Devil's Ledger. In a twist to events, Mary herself 
began to show fresh signs of being tormented, 


apparently barely able to utter a word in between 
tortured pronouncements. When the magistrates 
could get nothing further from her, Mary was 


removed from the room. 

The appearance of Bridget Bishop set off fresh 
sufferings. As further evidence against her it was 
related how her spectre had been stabbed, and 
there was proof: Bridget's clothing bore a hole just 
where the attack had taken place. Protestations to 
the contrary fell on deaf ears and were used against 
the accused. When Bridget shook her head to deny 
bewitching her first husband to death, the victims 
fell into fresh displays of torment, and Bridget was 
likewise imprisoned. 

In later, private questioning, Mary Warren 
confessed she had touched the Devil's book on 
more than one occasion, out of fear, as the Proctors 
- her master and mistress - threatened her with 
dire consequences if she refused. 

The examination of Abigail Hobbs that day was 
of particular importance, as she was the third 
person to admit her guilt and confess to the crimes 
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the Putnams, who had hoped to acquire his 
Cea OC a me ee eh 


she was accused of. A likely witch, her behaviour 
and irreverent speech and actions left no one 
doubting her guilt: Abigail confessed to having 
thrown in her lot with Satan, doing others ill at his 
bidding, and also admitted hurting Mercy Lewis 
and Ann Putnam Jr as they had said. 

The admissions of Abigail Hobbs marked a 
major shift in proceedings and the escalation of 
the already simmering hysteria. Although talk 
of the ‘black man’ who whispered in the ears of 
those accused had been present for some time, 
now, this evocative imagery came to the fore. In 
the confessions of Abigail Hobbs - a young woman 
who had expenenced firsthand the terrors of 
Native American raids on the frontier 
between the Devil, his instruments 


the link 
the witches 
of Salem Village - and the very real physical threat 
of the Native American attacks on the frontier, 
was inextricably forged. The three were working 
together to bring down the good people of Salem 
Village, and this belief was reflected in the imagery 
of scalping, roasting and tearing apart that was 
used increasingly by the afflicted after this point. 

On 21 April, Ann Putnam Junior related a 
Vision that would likewise have far-reaching 
consequences. George Burroughs, a minister, had 
tortured her most violently, with the sole aim of 
convincing her to sign his book. Burroughs had 
also, said Ann, bewitched the troops of Sir Edmund 
Andros during the most recent conflict, thus aiding 
their Wabanaki enemies, The Devil was, Abigail 
Hobbs made clear, busy recruiting witches. His 
hunting ground? The Maine frontier. 
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in Boston on 10 May, 1692 
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accused, five-and-a-half times as many. 

Among them, George Burroughs became central 
to proceedings, his reputation providing great fuel 
Meese MCeeli ad ee melee mee Nene MON tee 
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Burroughs was rumoured to have murdered two 
of his three wives. He also, fatally for him, had 
Tee Cement eco el ee ec cee 
of accusations: Ann Putnam Jr and Mercy Lewis. 
Not only did Mercy have firsthand knowledge of 
EST IaCa]t sl FB OCOEU MUS UME TM TEM Tica meme ements 
had even, for a time, lived in his household. This 
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the epitome of evil and the dark forces that sought 
to bring down the good people of Salem. 
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accusations made in Salem Village were fuelled 
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“In a time of such 
heightened sensitivity, 
any little sign could 
mean an accusation’ 


stirring the memories and experiences of their 
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of the suffering girls, such talk was a ready fount 
of information for Ann Putnam Junior, Abigail 
Williams, Mercy Lewis and the others to draw 
from, producing fresh accusations. In turn, this 
further confirmed what people had feared. In a 
time of such heightened sensitivity, any little sign 
could mean a formal accusation for witchcraft. 

A large number of people were accused together 
PVTe Rl atsciCs eee Ce) SUNT e te Bema eee mutT M ee 
increased the snowballing of accusations and 
arrests. Among them, Deliverance Hobbs, accused 
of attacking Ann Putnam Jr and others, provided 





the alarming evidence that George Burroughs led 
the witches in a satanic communion. Mary Easty, 
another of Rebecca Nurse's sisters, Edward Bishop, 
and numerous others came before the magistrates 
CMe rie Mri MAMicit er BLtCe lan ee 
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began to fight back. In her examination, Susannah 
Martin attempted to turn the tables, pointing out 
that the apparently suffering victims were perhaps 
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suggesting that it was they, not those they accused, 
Ee ee el eee ee ewe) e im Omen EI el iy 
SORE MIM SE RCRA cla ieee Une 
Pater miele deel ee eR Seems nla we) 
UU) B [Sm Csle MA Cee rT ee dC SabMe ec Lec Teh em wey un er Pv CeD ET 
AUD Aes OE Lol Ne rem Meco T OMA e) meet mar em seme etel) dee 
afflicted girls found it impossible to move towards 
a suspect, yet another easy sign of guilt. 

George Burroughs, the apparent leacer of the 
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numerous occasions, as he continued in his quest 
to recruit witches to the cause of the Devil, his 
power so strong that even jail could not stop him. 


The evidence given by the suffering young 
women, headed now by Mercy Lewis, was 
central to each case; Hathorne and Corwin utterly 
dependent upon what they revealed to make 
their cases against the supposed witches, This 
continuation of the reversal of societal roles and 
the willingness of both magistrates and villagers 
to endorse tt provided fertile ground for further 
accusations and arrests. 

Governor Phips arrived in Salem in mid-May to 
find the area was now suffocating in witches. The 
spectres of those already behind bars were abroad, 
tormenting the innocent with impunity, and fresh 
accusations and complaints were being made 
daily. With the supply of likely witches still abroad 
greatly depleted, attention turned to those who 
had links with the frontier, such as Philip English, 
arrested due to his suspicious Native American 
and French connections. English was one of the 
most prosperous of New England merchants, but 
his trade connections put him under suspicion 
due to the heightened awareness and belief in the 
connection between the tribes of the frontier and 
Satan. He was also suspected of having bewitched 
someone with whom he had a dispute over land 
the previous year, further evidence of how conflict 
and rumour led to accusations. 

As May drew to a close, Phips had fixed upon 
a course of action. A Special Court of Oyer and 
Terminer was to be established in order to try 
the daily increasing number of suspected witches 
crowding the prisons. Meaning ‘to hear and 
determine’, this court marked a new approach to 
proceedings. The court, presided over by a number 
of judges, would be aided in its decisions by grand 
and petty juries to hear evidence and determine 
the guilt of the accused. 

The first sitting was held on 2 June, with Bridget 
Bishop the first to be called. She, Elizabeth Proctor 
and Rebecca Nurse were physically examined, 
proof of their witchcraft discovered in the form 





DEVIL IN OUR MIDST 


efforts were made by the family of Rebecca Nurse 
in an attempt to clear her name. Despite a petition 
of 39 signatures vouching to her good character, 
Rebecca was still indicted. In the second sitting of 
the court on 28 June, Sarah Good and Susannah 
Martin were both convicted and sentenced to hang. 
Rebecca Nurse was acquitted, but further tragedy 
was to follow. The outcry at the verdict was so great 
that the jury was sent to reconsider, and Rebecca 
herself questioned on a remark she had made about 
Deliverance and Abigail Hobbs having “once been 
among them’. Although she meant that they hac 
been imprisoned along with Nurse and the others, 
and was not making an admission of witchcraft, 
Rebecca was duly convicted and condemned, 

By the time the court adjourned in early July, 
the burgeoning hint of scepticism had waned once 
more, leaving the afflicted and those they accused 
open to an even greater surge in activity that would 
culminate, before the madness had run its course, 
in the hanging of a total of 19 people and the 
pressing to death of Giles Corey. 
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FROM AFFLICTED TO ACCUSED 
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individuals who began by accusing others of witchcraft 
all too soon found themselves in the same perilous 
elated 
Deliverance Hobbs, stepmother to the accused 
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BES BC eee eee 
the trials. Deliverance claimed the spectre of Sarah 
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looked on, However, two men claimed to have seen 


In a societal role reversal, the young victims 
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Deliverance of attacking them. Confidence steadily 
eroded, Deliverance eventually confessed, among 
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turn named as a witch by the rest of the afflicted girls. 


of teats concealed on their bodies. Even more 
damninely, when examined again a few hours later, 
these incriminating marks were gone - proof, it was 
said, that the witches had suckled their familiar 
spirits. After the evidence was heard against her 
and the jury deliberated, Bridget was found guilty. 
Her sentence: death by hanging. On Friday 10 June, 
Bridget Bishop was hanged. 

There was a brief period of respite then: for just 
shy of a fortnight, there were no fresh afflictions, 
little talk of spectral forms wreaking havoc on 
the bodies and souls of those who had suffered 
so greatly, with only three incidents recorded. 

The sacrifice of Bridget Bishop, perhaps, had been 
enough to bring the madness to an end. 

During this period, some scepticism began to 
show regarding the accusations. In particular, 
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A war hero and preacher, George Burroughs seemed 
like an unlikely target for a witch hunt. But that didn't 
Stop the people of Salem Village... 





== Written by Poppy-Jay Palmer 7 


( he Salem witch trials of 1692 tended 
a E 


to target outcasts, people of low social 
standing and those who couldn't 
defend themselves, but those weren't 
the only groups that were being 





accused. As the chaos progressed, well- 










respected members of Massachusetts 
society were also being put 

on trial. Among them was 
Reverend George Burroughs, a 
charismatic and well-liked war 
hero who became the only 
minister to be executed. 

It is still unclear whether 
Burroughs was born in 
Suffolk, England, or in the 
Massachusetts seaside town of 
Scituate, but he was raised by his 
mother and settled in Roxbury at a 
young age. Intelligent, driven and dedicated 
to the Protestant church, he attended Harvard 
College to train as an American Congregational 
pastor, graduated with distinguished honours 
in 1670, and took up the post of the minister of 
Falmouth (now known as Portland, Maine). 


During 
his time as 
Salem's minister, 
Burroughs had been 
forced to borrow 
money from the 
ibetecdORlO) NWN ALO)nB et 
Putnam 


yt 


Ten years later, Burroughs became the minister 
of Salem Village and found himself to be a 
prominent figure in the controversy around politics, 
religion and money in the area. Before he arrived 
in Salem, three other ministers had had problems 

with the town and left in quick succession, 
and it wasn't long before Burroughs 
was swept up in the same social 
conflicts. Following a dispute 
with his parishioners over 
his pay in 1683, the Salem 

Village Committee suddenly 

stopping paying his salary. 

A lengthy battle, which saw 

him arrested for debt and 
bailed out by members of 
the congregation, ended with 
Burroughs finally deciding to 
leave Salem. But that wouldn't be the 
last he would see of the village, 

After his departure from Salem, Burroughs 
continued to move around for some years. He had 
journeyed back to Falmouth and returned to his 
previous job as the town’s minister by the time the 
infamous King William's War broke out. When 
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had lived in Falmouth before, the town had fallen 
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King Philip's War, and he had been forced to leave. 
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second time around: 1690 saw in the next conflict, 
King William's War, which brought many defeats 
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Wabanaki Confederacy. Looking to start a new life, 
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would be far safer from attack. 

It wasn't until 1692 that Burroughs finally 
returned to Salem Village, but it was under very 
NPAC) p ae eee pee Ley ee CLO eels) e ce) ned a 
was accused of witchcraft by Salem resident Ann 
Putnam, and at the start of May was forcibly taken 
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his family, according to family legend — and put in 





Salem's jail. He was charged with “high suspicion 
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Burroughs was one of more than 200 people 
accused of witchcraft over the course of the 
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extraordinary strength. People claimed to have 
seen him lift a musket by inserting one finger 
into the barrel, a feat that they presumed to be 
impossible without assistance from a diabolical 
power. In actual fact, his strength may well have 











been a product of his time in the war, when he had 
become used to hard manual labour and carrying 
heavy loads. 

Word also spread that Burroughs had managed 
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at were murdered. The people of Salem grew 
suspicious, and wondered whether he had survived 
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soldiers to cause a military disaster? He may have 
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work in Burroughs’ favour. 
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times — and widowed twice — also didn't help 
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the completion of his education. When Burroughs 
became the minister of the Salem Village church 
in 1680, they moved into the home of John and 
Rebecca Putnam. Hannah died during childbirth 
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“The evidence that 
suggested he was a 
witch was flimsy and 
rather nonsensical" 


the following year, leaving Burroughs with a 
newborn and two other children, and Burroughs 
EO MCeR see CMH ent Re eae Me elae 
to pay for her funeral. He married his second wife 
Sarah Ruck Hathorne — a relative of the magistrate 
OOM eC Ne) dn tee CLOUT eee MSU CON ne risa 
four more children. Sarah died shortly before 
Burroughs moved his family to Maine, most likely 
CORON e Te Mees ade OO ONC ee) 
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he had a daughter. 

On 5 August, Burroughs was finally indicted by 
a grand jury. At his trial, it came out that he had 
treated both of his late wives badly in the past: 
Burroughs’ allegedly forbid them from speaking 
eles U POM ORSON ee eee aCe ak 
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afflicted also claimed they had seen spectres of 
Burroughs’ late wives, which led his accusers to 
believe he had murdered them. There was no 
evidence to back up the theory, but the hysteria 
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Lewis, Susannah Sheldon, Mary Walcott and 
Ann Putman all testified against Burroughs and 
claimed that he had forced them to sign his book, 
which Hubbard said was written in words “as red 
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AFTER DEATH 


ata aCe ities eee MU A 
admitted that the Salem witch trials should never 
have happened, it awarded compensation to 
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The court ruled that £6 of the £50 would be 
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the money. Filing even more letters to the court, 
several of the siblings demanded that they be 
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ridiculous reasons. After a while, they started 
requesting additional money to be sent to 

other family members, explaining that they only 
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recompense”. [t is still unclear from the records 
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had also been accused of witchcraft, charged 
Burroughs with bringing them into the world of 


Satan through holding devilish meetings in Salem. 


Suddenly, Burroughs was seen as the ringleader 
of the witches. It is believed by many that he 


THE TRIAL OF GEORGE BURROUGHS 


The Puritan Pilgrims were paranoid about witchcraft. 
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Was used as a scapegoat during the Salem witch 
trials; putting the blame on him meant that the 
witcheraft problem was suddenly associated with 
the interloper Burroughs rather than with Salem 
Village's community. 

After a harrowing trial, throughout which 
Burroughs maintained his innocence, the accused 
was found guilty. A petihon against the outcome 
of the trial was signed by 35 Salem Village citizens, 
but Burroughs was still sentenced to death. 

Burroughs was finally executed at Proctor's 
Ledge near Gallows Hill on 19 August 1692. The 
execution drew a large crowd, but it is most notable 
for being the only one during the Salem witch 
trials to be witnessed by Reverend Cotton Mather, 
a Boston minister. Mather supposedly took an 
immediate dishke to Burroughs purely because of 
the latter's unorthodox religious practices and his 
role as a religious dissident, so much so that Mather 
bought into the spectral wives account during the 
trial, despite the fact that he was well known for his 
writings on the unreliability of spectral evidence at 
the time. 

Right before his death, Burroughs calmly recited 
the Lord's Prayer as he stood on the ladder, His 
actions moved much of the crowd to tears: it 
was Widely believed that witches simply couldn't 
deliver the Lord's Prayer, and so people began to 
doubt his guilt. Mather, who was watching the 
proceedings from horseback, feared the onlookers 
would attempt to stop the execution, and took it 
upon himself to remind them why they were there. 
He said: “The Devil has often been transformed 
into an Angel of Light". The crowd steeled itself, 
and Burroughs was hanged and later buried under 





the gallows. Four more people were executed at 
Proctor's Ledge that day. 

Though many of the people of Salem thought 
Burroughs to be a witch, a respectable number 
opposed his execution. lf a Puritan minister could 
be accused and hanged for witchcraft then no one 
was safe. The government of the Massachusetts 
Colony eventually publicly recognised Burroughs’ 
innocence and admitted he had been wrongfully 
executed, and his widow and children were 

warded compensation for the ‘inconvenience’ 
Many people believe that it was George Burroughs’ 
death that finally helped to bring about the end of 
the hellish trials. 


An illustration of George Burroughs 
are ee ee es mas 
accused of witchcraft. The image 
featured in an issue of Frank Leslie's 
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The Salem court admitted a form of evidence that was 
impossible to prove or disprove, and could not be argued 


against by the accused 


hen we use the term ‘witch hunt’ 

to describe a targeted attack on a 
particular person or group, a dogged 
pursuit in the court of public opinion 





with litthe recourse to impartial 


justice, it's the concept of spectral evidence that's at 
the back of our minds. This unique form of ‘proof’ 
would be ridiculous if it wasn't terrifying, because 


the theory of spectral evidence states that the spirit 
OF spectre, or even a dream, of the accused, 
can afflict a victim. Entirely founded 
on personal perception, allegations 
based on spectral evidence were 
impossible to defend against. 
It didn't matter if the accused 
was Visibly, physically bound 
in front of a court full of 
witnesses, as happened 
more than once during the 
Salem witch trials - if the 
victim claimed that a vision of 
the accused was simultaneously 
speaking to, touching or assaulting 
them at that very moment, then it was true. 

The people of Salem got the idea of spectral 
evidence from a witch trial held 30 years before, 
in the English town of Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk. 


Be) 


Bury St Edmunds had been plagued by witchcraft 
accusations for decades, and in one particular 
instance a pamphlet had been produced detailing 
the process and outcome of the court case. The 
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ts 

still don't 

know whether the 
Salem accusers were 
genuinely experiencing 

hallucinations or if 
they were making 

en SURmel®) 


aes’ 


60-page booklet,.A Tryal of Witches, got off to a bad 
start by misprinting the year in which the case was 
tried. Nonetheless, it proved hugely inspirational to 
the Salem judges, as it set a precedent for their use 

of spectral evidence, which became the chief form 

of evidence used in the Salem witch trials. 

Spectral evidence was believed to only be visible 
or palpable to the victim, and chiefly consisted of 
the spirit of the accused pinching, biting or beating 
their accuser - Salem's Martha Corey was 
accused of spectrally hitting the 
Putnam family's maid, Mercy 
Lewis, with an invisible iron 
Tod. At the same time as 

Ann Putnam said this was 

happening, Goodwife Corey 

was physically standing 

in the Putnam household, 

talking to its master, Thomas. 
She was convicted and 
sentenced to hang. 
Despite their undeniable 
culpability in many of the Salem 

executions, father and son clergymen 

Increase and Cotton Mather, whose hysterical and 
ill-thought-out tracts on the supernatural stirred up 
much of the Salem witch panic, both argued that 
spectral evidence alone was not enough for a solid 
conviction. The Salem court finally ruled that it 
was inacimissible as evidence, but that was too late 
for the 20 ‘witches’ who were already dead. 
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and harrowing process of determining guilt, and cruel 


and unusual punishments... 


oo OSS Written by Poppy-Jay Palmer S53 = --th +H 


espite the fact that the Salem witch trials 
are now viewed as entirely unnecessary 
and somewhat ndiculous, there was 
actually a proper legal process in place 





at the time, and for every accusation 

it was followed to the letter. Upon being accused 

of witchcraft, the majority of people pled guilty: 
pleading guilty often meant that they would merely 
end up in jail, but pleading innocent would subject 
them to a whole other world of torturous witch- 
finding methods. 

The legal procedure associated with the Salem 
witch trials was an imperfect, drawn-out process. 
First, someone would file an official complaint to 
the court if they suspected someone else to be a 
witch. Next, if the accusation was deemed to be 
Valid, a magistrate would issue a warrant for the 
arrest of the accused, who would then be taken 
into custody for a thorough public examination 
(prachcally an interrogation, during which the 
accused would be pressed to confess) if they 
insisted they were innocent. After the examination, 
if two or more magistrates believed that the 
accused was probably guilty, they were sent to jail 
to await a trial, and possibly be re-examined. The 
Grand Jury would then be presented with the case, 
whete a testimony would be made and evidence 
would be submitted. If the Grand Jury indicted the 
accused, the accused was tried before the Court 
of Oyer and Terminer, where a jury would decide 
if they were innocent or guilty. If they were found 


guilty, the Court would finally pronounce the death 
sentence and a specified date, and the Sheriff and 
his deputies were to carry it out. The Salem witch 
trials may have been barbaric, but there is no 
denying that they were organised. 

In addition to interrogations, ‘examinations’ 
played a big part in the trials. The first section of 
the examination involved the accusers, who would 
o9 before the magistrates and demonstrate the 
effect the witches were having on them or had 
had on them in the past. Spectral evidence was 
popular throughout the trials, with many accusers 
Tecounting dreams and visions they had had and 
presenting them as prool! against the accused. 
The spectres themselves didn't necessarily have 
to take the shape of the accused; they were also 
known to manifest as animals, like dogs, wolves 
and black cats. As dreams and visions weren't 
Touch to go on when it came to piecing together 
the truth, the court decided to moderate the use of 
spectral evidence by referencing Gilbert Geis and 
Ivan Bunn's 4 Try! Of Witches, a 60-page report 
of the Bury St Edmunds witch trials that occurred 
in Suffolk, England between 1599 and 1694. The 
Salem court discovered that influential English 
barrister Sir Matthew Hale had allowed spectral 
evidence, so they decided that they would too. 

The group of ‘afflicted’ girls that started the 
accusations famously used spectral evidence to 
back up their stories, as did a number of other 
accusers, and most lapped it up. Even Boston 
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minister Cotton Mather supported the validity of 
the spectral evidence presented during the Salem 
witch trials, despite the fact that he was at the time 
very well known for his writings on why spectral 
evidence was unreliable. However, his support 

of the concept at the trials may well have been 
more about his personal vendetta against accused 
Puritan minister George Burroughs than his faith 
in the evidence. For people that weren't Burroughs, 
Mather insisted that convictions should not be 
based on spectral evidence alone, as the Devil can 
take the shape of an innocent person. 

Following an account from the accusers, 
Magistrates would then examine the accused. The 
magistrates looked for what was known as a ‘witch 
mark’ upon the accused's body to use as evidence. 
As with spectral evidence, the court looked to the 
practices used in England for inspiration. It was 
a common belief that a witch possessed a ‘witch 
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teat’ or extra nipple on which they permitted a 
familiar or imp to suckle blood. Most Puritans 
were convinced that these teats could be disguised 
as anything — moles, warts, birthmarks, skin 
discolouration, swelling, red spots, bumps hidden 
under the tongue and in private parts — and 

were extremely thorough in their searches, hiring 
doctors and midwives to stp the accused of 

their clothing to carry them out. Even people that 
hadn't been accused of witchcraft started cutting 
off bodily peculiarities themselves, fearing that 
they would be examined too if anyone were to 
spot them, but the scars that were left were just as 
peculiar and suspicious. 

It was also beheved that witches would not 
bleed or feel pain if the marks were pricked, and 
50 doctors would poke them with a pin or a needle 
to see what would happen. If it didn't bleed, it 
was a bona fide witch mark. Following the end 
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“Cotton Mather's 
Support of spectral 
evidence may well 

have been more about 
his personal vendetta 
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Burroughs” 


of the trials, it was discovered that dull or blunt 
instruments had been used in some cases to 
produce false results and support the accusations. 
In addition to the search for a witch mark, the 
accused would also be subjected to a number of 
other tests. One involved reciting the Lord's Prayer: 
Puritans believed that the Devil would not allaw 
his subjects to speak the Lord's words, so if the 
accused was unable to recite the prayer, or made a 
mistake while doing so, then they were probably 
a witch. Another, known as the ‘swimming’ test, 
involved tying the accused's finger to their opposite 
toe and lowering them into water. If they sank (and, 
in some cases, died), they were innocent. If they 
floated they were probably guilty. Similar to the 
swituming test was the ‘ducking stool’: the accused 
would be tied to a chair and dunked in water, with 
sinking indicating they were innocent and floating 
indicting they were a user of witchcraft. These 
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systems operated under the logic that when a witch 
signed themselves to the Devil they also renounced 
their baptism and therefore water, an agent of 
baptism, would refuse to accept them. 

Confessions from known witches (or those 
that confessed during their own trial) identifying 
other witches were also used as evidence, and the 










accused's houses were regularly searched. The 

discovery of items like books on palmistry and 
horoscopes, mysterious pots of ointments and 

small figures of humans known as poppets all 

pointed to the accused being a witch 
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Following the tests and interrogations, if the becoming the first person to be executed during Aacene ieaturing 2 
accused was indicted they were given a tnal. A the Salem witch tnals. Mae Cite eee Cra 
sites celal gelcatis ee ee ee the : seit r ae ater Ce eee t ema) 
special Court of Oyer and Terminer (from the In total, around 20 people were executed as a pa ea tee 


Anglo-French phrase ‘oyer et terminer’, meaning ‘to result of the tials, and several more died in prison. 
hear and determine’) was set up specifically forthe Although continental European trials are farmous 
Salem witch trials: with dozens of accused witches — for burning witches at the stake, this was actually 


filling the jails and threatening to overwhelm a Very uncommon punishment in the New World. 
local courthouses, officials were eager to start the After being found guilty, most of the accused were 
proceedings. The court convened in Salem Village sentenced to hanging. Some, however, fell victim to 
on 2 June 1692, with lieutenant governer William what was known as the ‘witch's cradle’ the accused 
Stoughton — who at the time had absolutely no was stuffed into a sack and tied upside-down from 
prior legal experience — as its chief magistrate a tree before being swung back and forth by their 
and Thomas Newton serving as the Crown's accusers. The practice often caused hallucinations. 
Prosecuting Attorney. One man was even killed before it was determined 
The first person brought before the grand whether or not he was a witch. 8l-year-old Giles 
jury was Bridget Bishop. She had been accused Corey refused to utter a sound when asked how 
of bewitching five girls — Abigail Williams, Ann he wished to plead, so his interrogation consisted 
Putnam Jr, Mercy Lewis, Mary Walcott and of the magistrates requesting he lay down on 
Elizabeth Hubbard — following a series of unusual the ground, then spending a number of days 


events involving a figure of Bishop pinching, biting placing more and more heavy rocks on his body, 
and choking the girls, among other things. She was occasionally feeding him morsels of bread, until he 
found guilty by the Court, and hanged on 10 June, was eventually crushed to death. 
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MEET THE MATHERS 





In New England one family came to have 
huge moral influence - how the Mathers 
used it shaped the Salem witch trials 


ot Roy +! aS Sp Written by Ben Gazur 


Nf m August 1635 a powerful hurricane smashed 
into the eastern coast of North Amenca. 

¢ Thousands of trees were ripped up and 

houses smashed. On the ocean, several ships 
“=< sank and others suffered enormous damage. 
The James had its sails ripped to shreds by the 
gales and was nearly carried onto sharp roclcs. 

Yet on board there was a family who put much 
stock in the powers of prayer, and one of their 
descendants described the James’ survival in 
providential terms. “God turned the wind about, 
which carried them from the rock of death before 
their eyes". Among the passengers on this ship 
were the Mathers. They were to have a huge impact 
on life in the British colonies for generations, and 
played a starring role in the Salem witch trials. 


Richard Mather was a noted preacher in the 
Liverpool area. Unfortunately he was noted by the 
wrong people because of his refusal to conform to 
the standard practices of the Church of England. 
Like many who found they could not adhere 
to the rules of the Church of England, Mather 
decided to emigrate to the British colonies, With 
his wife Katherine and their four sons, and after 
surviving a hurricane, Richard Mather arrived in 
Boston. Immediately on arrival he began preaching 
again. He would spend the rest of his days guiding 
religious life in the colony through his writings, 


sermons, and participation in synods, Richard had 
six sons, four of whom became ministers like their 
father. The family prized learning, so the sons 
attended Harvard College. The youngest son of 
Richard was Increase Mather, and he became a key 
figure in New England society. 

Increase followed his studies at Harvard by 
attending ‘Trinity College, Dublin. ‘The Mather 
family had fled what they saw as the Popish 
influences in the Church of England under 
the Stuart monarchs, but by this tme the 
Puritans under Oliver Cromwell had set up a 
Commonwealth, so Increase remained in Britain 
to preach. The return of Charles II from exile 
made Increase return to New England. In 1681 he 
was Made President of Harvard and shaped how 
students would study for decades to come by 
placing a heavy emphasis on Hebrew, Greek, and 
Biblical studies. 

Mather later travelled to London to protest 
against the actions of povernor Edmund Andros 
who, colonists felt, was no friend to the Puritans. 
Andros was removed by the colonists following the 
Glorious Revolution, and Increase Mather worked 
with the new monarchs William and Mary to have 
his own choices nominated as council members for 
the province. He was also given the opportunity 
to appoint a deputy to the new governor, William 
Phips. Increase Mather now had immense political 
power alongside his moral standing. 
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Increase was not prepared for what had been 
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Yet Cotton stood his ground, and for his work on 
inoculation he was made a member of the Royal 
Society in London. 
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Alongside this scientific outlook, Cotton also 
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began to manifest strange illnesses and bizarre 
behaviours. Glover was brought up on charges 
of witchcraft. Cotton Mather wrote up her trials 
with glee, describing her as a ‘hag’. When pressed 
“the hag had not power to deny her interest in 
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her answer was too blasphemous and horrible for 
any pen of mine to mention.” Goody Glover was 
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been decreasing. His account became a popular 
copa mete e BIC eve sd meee Ce) ee es) ee eee) enema) me es Tae 
lime ante fa (om iag erect vie) BL Tete BIm Cee ele aL 
POUT E IOV el Melme meng lilcermemae ll le@ es lem cane 
Sila At ee eee ate 


a a WITCH TRIALS 

By the time Increase Mather returned to the 
colonies with new governor William Phips, many 
accused witches were languishing in jail. The 
Mathers were instrumental in setting up the Court 
of Oyer and Terminer under William Stoughton 
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Cotton Mather was both an 
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= After Bridget Bishop was found guilty and 
2 hanged, Phips asked local ministers for advice on 
: how to proceed, The response, probably authored 
fs by Cotton, concluded that “we cannot but humbly 
Tecommend unto the government, the speedy and 
Vigorous prosecution of such as have rendered 
themselves obnoxious, according to the direction 
given in the laws of God, and the wholesome 
Statutes of the English nation, for the detection 
of witcherafts.” 
Cotton would remain an advocate for the trials. 
After ll people were hanged he wrote to Stoughton 
to congratulate him on the “extinguishing of as 
wonderful a piece of devilism as has been seen 
in the world”. When George Burroughs, former 
minister of Salem village, was to be executed, 
he proclaimed his innocence and many in the 
crowd took his side. Cotton Mather, according to 
one source, was seated on his horse watching and 
told the people present that Burroughs was no 
true minister. Besides, “the Devil could sometimes 
assume the appearance of an Angel of Light’. 
Burroughs was hanged 

Cotton had personal reasons to insist on the 
Teal presence of witches in New England. His 
wife, Maria, lost a newborn in March 1693. Cotton 
attributed it to witchcraft, as she had seen a 
horrible spectre in the last weelcs of her pregnancy. 
Increase Mather had also received a letter, possibly 
from a woman previously accused of witcheralt, 
saying that his posterity might soon suffer. 





Despite the overwhelming number of cases of 
witchcraft being brought forward, Increase Mather 
had some reservations over the methods being 
used to get convictions. Spectral evidence, that was 
only seen or felt by the afflicted, was not sufficient, 
he thought, to condemn a person, Cotton could 
not support this because he feared it would “enable 
the witch-advocates, very learnedly to cavil and 
nibble at the late proceedings against the witches”, 
Increase had written “It were better that Ten 
Suspected Witches should escape, than that one 
Innocent Person should be Condemned”. 

Cotton gathered evidence from the trials of the 
Salem witches and published a book in defence of 
them. His Wonders of the Invisible World recorded 
the evidence given against the witches but did not 
bother to include their answers to the charges. By 
the time the book was published in 1693, the Salem 
trials were at an end. 

The trials had made Cotton Mather a celebrity 
of the Puritan colony. Even as the trials became 
infamous for their abuses, Cotton continued to 
defend both the trials themselves and his role in 
them. Witches were still on the prowl and would 
use any Means to “overturm this poor plantation, 
the Puritan colony’. The damage was done, 
however, Despite the influence of his father and his 
own intellectual achievements, Cotton would never 
be pranted the presidency of Harvard College that 
he desired. Sore, like the hanged witches, might 
call that a small price to pay. 
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of the Invisible World 








The impact of the witch trials did not end with the final 
executions. What were the long-standing consequences, 
and What explanations do we have today? 





ver 300 years have passed since the 
terrible events that took place in Salem. 





There have been many attempted 
Uy explanations for what took place there, 


from the mundane to the bizarre. What 


—" 


causes lay behind the Salem witch trials? 

One of the easiest explanations is that Abigail 
Williams, Betty Parris, and subsequent victims, 
were faking their symptoms and lying about their 
visions. The attention-seeking nature of young 
girls, especially those restricted by 
such ngid religious and societal 
expectations as those in Puritan 
New England, is seen as the 
perfect motive for fraudulent 
accusations. Their fits 
allowed the girls to behave in 
ways that would otherwise 
have been unacceptable. 

This theory 1s supported 

by evidence that on several 
occasions the girls were caught 
out in obvious falsehoods. 

A more recently suggested cause is 
that the Salem ‘victims’ were actually suffering 
from what is today known as Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, a condition that causes both psychological 
and physical symptoms. Several of the accusers 
suffered to varying degrees during Native 
American attacks as part of the ongoing conflict of 
King William's War. Mercy Short lost her parents 
and three of her siblings in the raid on Salmon 










elena tel 
explanations 
for Salem have 
been suggested, from 
toxic rye poisoning 
to mass hysteria or 
hallucinatory 


Falls in 1689, Mercy herself, along with several 
other siblings, were captured and taken to Canada, 
a journey during which she witnessed more horror 
and bloodshed until she was freed, eight months 
later. Similarly, Mercy Lewis and her family had 
witnessed untold horrors in Falmouth, Maine; her 
#randparents, two uncles and several cousins were 
killed. It has been suggested that these two girls 
along with others had witnessed things too awful 
to process, their fear and hatred of the Native 
American attackers transferring to the 
witches, percerved as an equal 
threat to the Puritans of Salen. 
Another popular theory, 
originating in the 197Os, is 
that ergotism, caused by 
poisoned rye, was to blame. 
Ergot fungus infected the 
supply of rye - the most 
common grain used for bread 
in the area - due to damp 
weather and storage conditions, 
and the people of Salem were 
in turn infected when eating bread. 
Symptoms of ergot poisoning include headaches, 
muscle spasms, seizures and hallucinations. This 
explanation has been largely debunked in recent 
times, one argument against it being that heavy 
vitamin A deficiency, one common correlation of 
ergotism, was not convincingly noticeable in Salem. 
Other physiological causes suggested include 
Lyme disease and encephalitis lethargica, which 

































DEVIL IN SALEM 





For years the very location of the Salem executions | ; 
was wiped from memory: the long-held belief they | | 
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causes symptoms including tremors, changes in 
behaviour, double vision and fever. 

What of the belief in and practice of folk 
magic? Tales of the girls of Salem taking part in 
fortune telling activities, often at the behest of 
Tituba, are a popular part of the traditional Salem 
narrative. As attractive as this might be, 
especially in light of later events, 
on close examination there is 
no contemporary evidence 
to support this as fact: the 
counter magic of Mary Sibley’s 
witch cake was the first 
documented use of magic of 
any kind in the tale. 

The political and social 
situation in 17th century Salem 
has also come under scrutiny. 
Disputes over who should be the 
minister in Salem Village had been 
ongoing for some time; three had come and gone 
in just over 15 years, and at the very time of the 
trials fresh disputes were currently taking place 
regarding the suitability of Samuel Parris for the 
role. Such uncertainty and disruption could have 
allowed events to spiral out of control 

Where economic factors are concerned, the 
Little Ice Age that took place between 1500 and 
1800 has been cited as a contributory cause of the 
spate of witchcraft accusations. This significantly 
colder period marked a time of food shortages and 
Beneral economic downturn, affecting populations 
across the United States and Europe. Scapegoating 
and witchcraft persecutions characterised this 
economic shift, as also seen in the European witch 
trials of the 16th and 17th centuries. 

One theory that has been largely cast into doubt 
is that of factionalism within Salem, between the 
poorer, agrarian inhabitants of Salem Village, and 
the more prosperous merchants who inhabited 
Salem Town. This was expressed as an East/West 
divide, and earlier theories suggested that this was 
reflected in the pattern of accusations. Fresh data, 
however, has shown that such a divide is simplistic 
at best, and that subtle nuances and differences 
existed that further lessen the convincing nature 
of this idea, 

Whatever the cause, in the aftermath of such 
terrible occurrences, many Salem residents 


















Many 

people in 
and around Salem 
removed the year 1692 
from their personal 
diaries. The town's 
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AN ACT. 


Made and Pafled by the Great and General Court. or 
Affembly of Her Majefty’s Province of the Maffachufetts- 
Bay in J2eW-EnglandD, Held at Molton the 17th 


Day of Drtober, 0711. 
ay of Datober, af a: AM al Lamlirt tuber 
|  « Gany29 oP 
Act to Reverfe the Aon of 
orge Burroughsand others for Witchcraft, 


[ORAS MUCH as iw the Tear of our Lord One Thoafand 
Six Flundred NinetyTwo, Several Fowns within this Pro~ 
vince were Infefled with a horrible Witebcraft or Poffefion 
of Devils 3 And at a Spectal Court of Oyer and Terminer 
* holden at Salem, in the County of Efiex in the fame Year 
Thoufand Six Flundred Ninety Two, George Burroughs of Wells, 
fohn Procter, George Jacob, John Willard, Giles‘Core, and 
his Wife, Rebecca Nurfe, and Sarah Good, aff of Salem aforefaid : 
Elizabeth How, of Jpfwich, Mary Eaftey, Sarah Wild and Abj- 


Martha Carrier,. Abigail Falkner, Anne-Fofter, R beeen arker, 


Mary Pott, and Mary Lacey,. all of Andover ¢ Mary Bradbury 
of Salisburys and Dorcas Hoar of Beverly ; Were feverally Ina 
ditted, Convitled and Attained of Witchcraft, and fome of them put 
: bens luing flidl under the like Sentence of the faid Court, 
the fame ee upon them. 
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In 1711 an act was passed absolving 
some of the victims of the 


The 
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compensation to their families 


omissions, it was hoped the tragedy could be 
removed from the pages of history itself, It was not 
the families 


wanted nothing more than to forget what had 
taken place. The Salem Village transaction book 
was re-transeribed by Thomas Putnarn to obliterate 
any mention of witchcraft trials and witches; from 
27 January to 7 December, there 
is just a blanket statement that 
everts. were too terrible to record, 
Similarly, no record of deaths 


only the accusers who did so either 
of those who had perished likewise could not 


from executions from that period 
remained. Despite being known 
for his attention to detail, there is 
nothing covering the trials in the 
diary of Samuel Sewall, the pages 
for 1692 conspicuous by their 
absence, This was not peculiar to 
Sewall, with several diaries of the 
period omitting mention of the fag? or 
Salem trials, Even the location of 
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bring themselves to make mention of witches and 
witchcraft, even in their applications for redress. 
On the whole, although it was agreed that terrible 
events hacl taken place, precious few admitted that 
they had personally committed wrongs. 
Many claimed being unable to 
Temember what had taken place 
or what they had said and done, 
a convenient refuge from the 
damning truth. 

Although the hangings 
were at an end, and those 
suspects that remained 
pardoned, it was not an 
end for many of the accused. 
Poverty meant they were 
unable to pay their debts for their 
time in prison, and so they remained 
under lock and key. Tituba was one such 
unfortunate: left to rot by Samuel Parris, she was 
finally released in 1693 when her jail debts were 
paid by an unknown benefactor. 

Those who regained their physical freedom 
often cid so at a cost. Although they had their 
life in a physical sense, legally and in sorne cases 
socially, they were as good as dead. The experience 
of Elizabeth Proctor, who escaped the noose due 
to pregnancy, was all teo common - with her dead 
husband's lands and property seized, she had 
nothing to return to, and no power to reclaim her 
home or possessions. 

some did acmit their part in matters to varying 
degrees. In January 1697 a day of reflection and 
fasting was held to remember the events of 1692, 
and Samuel Sewall confessed his cuilt before 
those assembled. Along with him, 12 who had 
acted as jurors asked for forgiveness in a signed 
declaration - the Devil was to blame for their error 
In judgement, For each remaining year of his life, 
sewall observed a day of fasting and prayer - he 
did this until his death in 1730. But involvement 
in the witch trials did not harm the reputation of 
William Stoughton. He went on to become the next 
governor of Massachusetts. 

Accused of lying and blamed by many for what 
had occurred, Samuel Parris’ days in Salem Village 
were numbered. Although he gave £6 of his salary 
two years in a row in a display of repentance, he 
was finally expelled from office in 1696. Leaving 
Salem, he pursued a variety of work, remarrying 
and raising a new family. His replacement, Joseph 
Green, handled matters delicately. With a new 
meetinghouse a short distance away and sensitive 
seating arrangements, he enabled the community 
to begin to heal and, tentatively, start anew. 

It is perhaps not surprising that the families of 
those left behind had a battle on their hands to 
receive restitution or to have their names cleared. 
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THE DEVIL IN SALEM 


Tt was not until I711 that a general amnesty was 
passed - and even then, six of the accused witches 
were excluded. Equally shocking, it was only 
in that year that payments finally began to the 
families of those who had suffered. In 1957, 
further victims were cleared, but it 
was not until 2001 that finally all 
of those convicted were named 
and declared innocent. 
One of the more positive 
and long-term outcomes 
of the trials at Salem 
was the impact on the 
American judicial system. 
The introduction of legal 
representation for the accused 
was one eventual consequence, as 
was the introduction of questioning 
the ether party. It was also in part due to 
the Salem trials that "innocent until proven guilty" 
became the rule, in theory at least, in US courts 
‘The end of the trials also saw the beginning of the 
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decline in Puritanism in New England and beyond. 
The idea of a necessary separation between church 
and state likewise took hold, marking a long-lasting 
impact of the witchcraft trials. The Puritan mindset 
lost much of its political power, Salem has been 
called “the rock on which the theocracy broke’. 


FATE OF THE ACCUSERS 


How did the girls themselves react to events? 
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Ann Putnam Junior was the only one of the girls to 
not only admit wrongdoing but also beg forgiveness 
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expressed great remorse for her part in the Salem 


Ann Putnam's house: Responsible for 
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people, Ann Putnam Jr was the only 
girl to publicly apologise for her part 





trials. She died in 1715, unmarried and childless. 
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Abigail Williams, however, who was one of the initial 
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the historical record. Her fate and whereabouts are 
unknown to this day. 
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